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Majali 
says US 
promised 
to stand 
by 

Jordan 


By Nora Boustany 
WASHINGTON— 
Following talks Iasi week 
between His Majesty 
King Hussein and US 
officials on dangers 
haunting the Middle East, 
“nothing is ready, they 
are Feeling their way 
towards an initiative, but 
they are taking it very 
seriously," said new Jor¬ 
danian Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh. The for¬ 
mer ambassador to Wash¬ 
ington was sworn in last 
Monday at King Huss¬ 
ein's River Road resi¬ 
dence here. The King told 
Secretary of State Made¬ 
leine Albright and Presi¬ 
dent Clinton that, given 
the climate of obstruction 
in the region, “there is 
nothing that can be called 
pressure anymore," on 
either the Israeli or the 
Palestinian side. He urged 
his hosts to launch an 
'Teven-handed” venture to 
defuse the crisis, Taraw¬ 
neh said. 

In an interview. Prime 
Minister Abdel Salam 
Majali said Jordan has 
“no problem with begin¬ 
ning final-status talks" on 
pending issues in the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accord, "provided the 
steps spelled out in the 
Oslo accords for auton¬ 
omy proceed" at the same 
time. "The snag is that 
what may be discussed 
(as final-status issues) 
may halt the implementa¬ 
tion of Palestinian self- 
rule.. This is very danger¬ 
ous, and we may just be 
heading for another 
dilemma," he cautioned. 
Majali stud Washington 
promised to assist Jordan 
economically since its 
expected "peace divi¬ 
dend" never materialized. 
“The Americans have 
agreed to stand by Jordan 
in alleviating its eco¬ 
nomic problems." Majali 
said. Majali basked in his 
sunny hotel room at the 
Four Seasons Thursday, 
savoring the scent of 21X3 
red and yellow roses, a 
welcome gesture from the 
Saudi ambassador. Prince 
Bandar bin Sultan. King 
Hussein and Majali dined 
at Bandar's house last 
Tuesday night, further 
proof that Saudi- 
Jotdanian ties are warm 
again following a six-year 
chill over the Gulf War. 


LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 
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after Hebron carnage 


By Barton CeUman 
HEBRON—Another round of 
ferocious clashes broke out in 
the divided WesL Bank city of 
Hebron on Wednesday, one 
day after similar clashes left 
three Palestinians dead and 
hundreds injured adding to 
growing evidence that a violent 
uprising has resumed alongside 
the deadlocked Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks. At least 
40 Palestinians were injured in 
Wednesday's clashes. 

As political contacts near col¬ 
lapse and daily confrontations 
end their third week, a harden¬ 
ing of public opinion on both 
sides has helped mark what 
increasingly looks like a turning 
point in the three years of what 
the Israelis consider on ex peri- 
■ ment in negotiated peace. 

For the First time since the 
two sides made peace in Sep¬ 
tember 1993. mainstream Pales¬ 
tinian leaders are organizing 
confrontations with Israeli 
troops. 

Veteran members of Arafat's 
Fatah faction in die Palestine 
Liberation Organization— 

activists such as Marwan Bar- 
ghouti and Ahmed Adik. who 
reached prominence in the 
1987-93 Intifada, the uprising 
against Israeli military occupa¬ 
tion, and later became influen¬ 
tial supporters of negotiated 
peace—have come full circle. 
Now they openly plan a long¬ 
term campaign of what they call 



A Palestinian policeman tries 
ion stone-throwers in Hebron 


to intervene to stop Israeli soldiers from firing at Palestine 
, Tuesday 


resistance to the dictates of the 
Jewish state. 

President Clinton said in 
Washington that there is a 
"fairly decent chance" that the 
United States can still help 
restart the peace talks. But he 
gave no indication how that 
might happen, and both sides 
continued to dig in on the cen- 


Election year starts with 
political bickering 


By Hamdan A1 Hajj 

Special to The Star 

EMOTIONS ARE high already ahead of elections for the 
13dt parliament, to be held this autumn. The elections issue 
continues to be the main focus of attention at the Ministry 
Of Interior. Parliamentarians are anxiously waiting to sec the 
kind of arrangements that are currently being made by the 
ministry in preparations for the coming elections. 

Despite the fact that the Lower House is no longer in ses¬ 
sion deputies are quietly thinking of their next move. 
Should they call for an extraordinary session or should they 
let sleeping dogs lie, so to speak. 

Although not in session, constitutionally the Lower 
House continues to function until the new Lower House is 
elected on 8 November. Thus, parliamentary business, 
minus the weekly parliamentary debates continues 5s usual. 

However for some deputies, parliamentary debate is seen 
as vita], something which the government prefers not to 

Continued on page 2 


iral issues of land and security 
that divide them. 

Officials said Clinton has 
abandoned the effort to reverse 
Israeli Prime Minister Binya- 
min Netanyahu's decision to 
build a disputed Jewish neigh¬ 
borhood in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu twice has 
rebuffed direct presidential 
appeals against breaking ground 
on the project. Clinton is look¬ 
ing instead for ways to compen¬ 
sate Palestinians with progress 
on the opening of an airport in 
the Gaza Strip, the seat of Ara¬ 
fat's Palestinian Authority: a 
seaport ihere: and free passage 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Palestinian officials said they 
will send a high-level delega¬ 
tion to Washington Thursday, 
headed by negotiator Mahmoud 
Abbas, known as Abu Mazen. 

But a dissenting US official, 
speaking on condition of ano¬ 
nymity. expressed doubts that 
die administration is prepared to 
pay the political price of saving 
the lalks. 

"The Israelis are every day 
sending signals that the land the 
Palestinians have now is all 
they are going to get. and the 


Palestinians arc never going to 
accept that/' he said." "That's 
what it comes down to. All the 
rest is fluff." 

The clashes Tuesday began 
when a Jewish seminary stu¬ 
dent. using an Uzi submachine 
gun provided by the army for 
his defense, shot Assam Rashid 
Arufeh. 24. to death. The shoot¬ 
ing occurred in an alley near the 
lbrahimi Mosque. The victim of 
the shooting died of a single 
gunshot to the chest at close 
range, according to the emer¬ 
gency room surgeon who 
received the body ai Hebron's 
Alia Hospital. 

The settler and his armed 
companion told police that Pal¬ 
estinians had doused them first 
with tear gas or some caustic 
chemical. But Palestinians who 
said they were witnesses denied 
the two students were attacked. 
On Wednesday an Israeli court 
accepted the settlers' claim of 
self defence and released them. 

After the shooting, an 
enraged crowd of Palestinians 
set upon the settlers, "throwing 
chairs, stones, everything that 
wasn't njiled down." according 
to military policeman Uri Shalv 
tai. Israeli troops extricated the 

Continued on page 2 


US influence in Mideast 
on verge of collapse 

Gingrich: Clinton should not be even-handed! 


WASHINGTON—With the US position as 
primary Middle East power broker possibly in 
jeopardy for the first time in more than two 
decades. President Clinton said Tuesday it is 
up to Israel and the Palestinians “to decide 
whether they're willing to let the peace pro¬ 
cess go forward." 

Speaking in a news conference a day after a 
meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu that administration aides described 
as often difficult. Clinton offered only the 
most perfunctory expression of hope that the 
Middle East stalemate will end any time soon. 


“We are prepared to do whatever we can," 
Clinton said, without hinting what that might 
be. Then he urged reporters not to conclude 
"thai 1 think there's no chance that we'll get it 
going again.” 

“In the end." he added, “it still depends on 
what it always has depended on. And that is 
the parties taking responsibility to take the 
risks for peace." 

In the past, Israel and its Arab adversaries 
seldom have taken those risks without a com¬ 


bination of encouragement and pressure from 
Washington. In his meeting with Clinton on 
Monday and at a subsequent news conference. 
Netanyahu asserted that his government will 
moke no additional concessions, because it 
already has done all it can be expected to do. 
And Palestinian officials, expressing disillu¬ 
sionment with US mediation, have been turn¬ 
ing lo Europe for support. 

Palestinian representatives adopted a wait- 
and-see attitude after Netanyahu’s Monday 
session. Hasan Abdel-Rahman, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization's representative in 
Washington, and Han an Ashrawi. a member 
of Arafat's cabinet, met at the State Depart¬ 
ment on Tuesday with Dennis Ross, the 
administration's Middle East trouble-shooter. 
The meeting was in advance of talks expected 
later this week between US officials and a 
senior Palestinian delegation. 

After the meeting, Ashrawi said Arafat will 
consider a summit meeting with Netanyahu if 
such a meeting is needed. At the same time, 
she said of the Israelis; “One side cannot 


Continued on page 2 


Anti-peace schoolboys: 

They love MacDonald’s, 
hard rock and hate Israel 


By Raed Al Abed 
Star Staff Wriier 
TWO YOUNG Jordanians are 
expected to be released by 
police today. Thursday, after 
being held for six days on sus¬ 
picion of planning to carry out 
“subversive activities" against 
the peace process and the 
Israeli embassy in Amman, 
sources said. Seven other 
school boys were released ear¬ 
lier this week after their fami¬ 
lies had posted bail of JD 5000 
each. 

The nine II -grade school¬ 
boys, about 16 and 17 years of 
age, were arrested by the police 
last Wednesday for allegedly 
planning an attack against the 
Israeli embassy in Amman, and 
on suspicions of forming an 
illegal organization and distrib¬ 
uting pamphlets against the 
peace process. 


The school boys, all mem¬ 
bers of Jordanian families liv¬ 
ing in affluent west Amman, 
were said to have been influ¬ 
enced by scenes of Palestinian 
uprising against the Israeli 
army in the West Bank, family 
members told The Star. "They 
are kids who wanted to express 
themselves," one parent said. 
Families stressed that their 
sons had never been involved 
in politics. One surprised par¬ 
ent said the boys liked Mac¬ 
Donald's and rock music. 

“My son loves to have a 
good time and eat at MacDon¬ 
ald's. Together with the other 
mothers we were shocked by 
the arrest of our sons." said 
Mrs Said Al Kayed, mother of 
Abdel Rhman Al Kayed. 16, 
one of the released boys. 

“They are children and 
should not be taken seriously. 


And after all. we are a demo¬ 
cratic country, people have the 
right to express themselves.” 
she said. 

“My son is a rock music 
freak" said Mrs Salwa Mesha'l. 
mother of Ala', 16. “He spends 
most of his time at home or at 
school. He joins his friends 
only on Wednesdays." 

Police has been on the look 
out for the young boys for the 
past three weeks, since 
unknown perpetrators burnt 
Lyres close to the Israeli 
embassy in Amman. Rushing 
lo get away, three of the boys 
left their school hags behind. It 
was this piece of evidence that 
led the police to their 
whereabouts. 

Three boys were conse¬ 
quently arrested and they, in 


Continued on page 2 


Einstein’s house a source of controversy 


By William Drozd iak 
CAPUTH, Germany—When 

Albert Einstein wanted to 
fathom the deepest mysteries of 
the universe, he liked to retreat 
to a wooden house in this fish¬ 
ing village near Berlin that he 
described as "my paradise.” 
Here, in the years before the 
Nazis came to power, he found 
the tranquillity he craved to 
produce some of his most 
inspired work. 

After fleeing Nazi Germany 


puted 

since 


for 


life 


in 


new 

America, Ein¬ 
stein carried 
with him an 
abiding nostal¬ 
gia for the Bau- 
haus home into 
which he had 
poured his 
entire savings. 

He would often 
reminisce about long walks in 
the aromatic pine forest behind 
his house with fellow scientists 
Max Planck, Fritz Haber and 
Otto Hahn, and recall how their 
conversations broke new 
ground in 20 th-century science. 
But in the past few years, 
Einstein’s cherished abode has 
been stripped of its placid char¬ 
acter. Instead, it has emerged as 
the prime source of controversy 
in one of the most bitterly dis- 


or, 

Re port 


property claim cases 
the reunification of 
Germany. 

When East Germany was 
folded into the West, it pro¬ 
vided the first opportunity for 
thousands of Jewish families to 
recover property i*i the former 
communist sector that was lost 
or abandoned by parents or 
grandparents during the 1930s. 
Bui ownership of Einstein's 
house has evolved into such u 
complicated custody bailie that 
case might 

befeddle even 
the father of the 
theory of 
relativity. 

In one comer 
stands the village 
of Caputh, which 
sees the house us 
a prized attrac¬ 
tion that will lure 
free-spending tourists. The 
local authorities base their 
claim on the Nazi law of 1935 
that transferred ownership of 
the house to the state and “com¬ 
pensated" the Einstein family 
with 5,000 marks—less than 
one-tenth of the property's true 
value at the time. 

The award-winning physicist 
had left Germany one month 
before Adair Hitler rose to 
power, and he never returned. 



From his exile at the Institute 
for Adiunccd Studies in 
Princeton. NJ.. Einstein gave 
permission lor his house to be 
used as a Jewish orphanage. 

The children stayed there 
until November 1S»?S. when 
the local headmaster and his 
pupils chased them out and 
ransacked the place during Lhe 
infamous Krisullnacht purge 
of Jews. The orphans were 

relocated to Berlin, but many 
of them later perished at 
Auschwitz. Meantime, the 
house was employed for a 
variety of other purposes, first 
as a Nazi girl scout headquar¬ 
ters and later as a rest humc for 
German air Force \ derails. 

Caputh's attempt to seize 
ownership of a house that its 
inhabitants had profaned in 
order to transform it into a 
tourist shrine dedicated to the 
scientist they drove away ha* 
provoked a furious legal chal¬ 
lenge from other claimants, 
who say they arc disgusted hy 
the village's warped sense of 
history. 

'These people simply have 
no sense of shame. How can 
lhey now protend to treat Ein¬ 
stein as a favorite son after 
they forced him to leave the 
one place that he really loved?" 
said Gary Smith, an American 



scholar who heads the Einstein 
Forum, an academic research 
center in nearby Potsdam. 

For the past four years. 


Smith has been struggling to 
unite the 11 heirs of Einstein's 
stepdaughter Margot—a dis¬ 


continued on page 2 


Trouble continues to 
brew between 
clearance agents and 
Lloyds at Aqaba 


By II ham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
CLEARANCE AGENTS and 
transport companies continue 
to be outraged by the existence 
of the “Lloyds Register Aqaba 
Cargo Verification Team.” at 
the Aqaba port. 

Members of the Forwarders 
Association Owners Syndicate 
are angry. They say that the 
Lloyds measures far exceed 
(heir main task which is limited 
to monitoring, recording, and 
reporting the movement of 
cargo destined to Iraq via the 
Aqaba port 

Over the last two months the 
situation has worsened between 
the shippers and the Lloyds 
Register Team. 

"This team has even started 
interfering in cargo that is des¬ 
tined to Jordanian companies 
and factories," president of the 
syndicate Salim Jadoun told 
The Star. 

Jadoun added that Lloyds 
inspectors are claiming that 
such measures are aimed at 


making sure that these cargos 
are not later re-exported to 
Iraq. 

Mr Martin Cronin of the 
British Embassy in Amman 
confirmed that the Lloyds team 
is operating within what have 
been agreed upon between 
Lloyds Register and the Jorda¬ 
nian government and approved 
by the United Nations. Mr 
Cronin added that the Jorda¬ 
nian government and the Port 
Authorities told the team that it 
is “quiet content with its 
procedures." 

Lloyds was first allowed lo 
inspect cargo sent to Iraq via 
Aqaba when the UN imposed 
economic sanctions on that 
country after the last Gulf war 
when it invaded Kuwait in: 
1990. 

“We. as a syndicate pro¬ 
tested the existence of Lloyds 
from the start, but such an 
issue was imposed on us,” Mr 
Jadoun said. However, "we 
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The mysteries of Dhana 

In search of the 


nature reserve 


By Olivier Bras 

Special to The Star 

DHANA—On your right is the tail-end of 
the Dead sea. On your left, there are the 
mountains with clumps of green trees. And 
just in front of you, there is a gorge laying in 
the desert steppes of Wadi Araha. 

To enjoy this unique landscape, you don't 
need a plane or a hot air balloon. You can do 
it from the entrance to the campsite of Wadi 
Dhana. 

To get there however, you will have to 
drive about 10 kilometers after Tafileh, on 
the Kings Highway. On your right, a small 
roadsign directs you to the campsite, five 
kilometers before the village of Dhana. 
Don't be surprised to see on the small road 
going down to the site, huge trucks coming 
from the cement factory that is nearby. 

It may seem strange to see such monsters 
near a natural reserve, but you’ll soon forget 
them once you are in the camp. 

This campsite, created by the Royal Soci¬ 
ety of Conservation of Nature (RSCN), has 


now existed for the last few years. It has 
about 10 tents, and up to six people can sleep 
in any one tent. 

This campsite can provide you with all the 
modem comforts, including toilets, showers 
and somewhere to cook. 

But you're not here for the traditional 
comforts. You're here to discover the mys¬ 
teries of one of the most beautiful natural 
reserves in Jordan. This place conceals 
unique treasures: animals, plants, trees, 
stones. Even the sky will appear different. 
Without city lights- the sky offers you an 
incredible spectacle. We were fortunate 
enough to see the Haie-Bopp comet that will 
next appear two centuries from now. The 
view was majestic 

It's of course nor easy to discover all the 
richness of the reserve. For those who are not 
too familiar with natural life, it’s better to 
rely on one of the guides working in the 
campsite. 

If you have the chance to spend a tew 
hours with Salem, you will have a new 


vision of Jordan. This man. who trawled 
around the world, decided one day to make 
Wadi Dhana his permanent stay. Why. you 
ask? “Because if s the place where l feel 
best," he will answer you with his sparkling 


He knows every single herb in this 
reserve, can recognize every bird by his sing- 
ing, and wilt lelf you the old tales and leg¬ 
ends of the region. 

With a cup of tea in one hand, you will 
travel in his world, before dreaming in your 
tent of hyenas, owls and the ibex. 

The following day. when the sun begins 
to heat up your tent, you just have one 
desire: to go in search of all these treasures 
on one of the four trails starting from the 
campsite. One will lead you to the old Dhana 
village, partially restored few years ago by 
architect Ammar Khammash. 

It will take you about three hours to cover 
the 10 kilometers between the camp and the 
village that is settled deep in the mountain. 
Because of the unitv of color between the 




The beauty of Dhana dominates the landscape 


rocks and the houses, the village is hanfly 

distinguishable from its natural habitat. 

The footpath along the hillside offers a 
permanent panorama on Wadi Dhana and 
Wadi Araba. Just enjoy the silence of this 
place and the beauty of the rocks. 

In the last kilometer, you will find again 
traces of human life, like small irrigation 
canals. At this time of the year, Wadi Dhana 
looks like a huge garden, with water springs 
everywhere. The trees are blooming and peo¬ 
ple working in pastures. 


After tins walk, you can; have a' rest in 
Dhana. Visitors can buy something to eat or’ 
rfrink. and discover the handicrafts of this 
village. 

This trail is just one of the four proposed. 
This natural reserve has much more to offer 
for those who have a few mote days so spend. 
It's one of the best places in Jordan to enjoy 
name. .And it gives a totally different image 
of Jordan. For more more information or to 
book a tent, call the RSCN at the 837 931:’■ 


US influence in Mideast on verge 


, Continued from page 1 


behave like an occupier and like 
, a dictaior." 

Meanwhile. France asserted a 
new role for itself and the Euro¬ 
pean Union in Middle East 
peacemaking, explaining that 
the Palestinians had appealed to 
the Europeans to get involved. 

In an interview with a French 
newspaper. Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charenc said: “The 
Mideast peace process is in an 
extremely serious and probably 
unprecedented state of crisis. In 
this situation of quasi-rupture, 
we have noted for the first time 
a pressing appeal by the Pales¬ 
tinians for Europe to doits part. 
Europe must play an active role 
by exerting the necessary pres¬ 
sure for the resumption of the 
peace process .” 

If France and its European 
allies were to become more 
deeply involved in the peace 
process, the result could 
become a competition of big 
powers, with the United States 
backing Israel and the Euro¬ 
peans 'supporting the Palestin¬ 
ians. Such a scenario would 
recall the stalemate of the late 
1960s and early 1970s. when 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union competed in the Middle 
EasL with Washington backing 
Israel and Moscow supporting 
the Arabs. 

The 1976 Camp David con¬ 
ference. which led to peace 
between Israel and Eygpt. broke 
that mold and initiated Wash¬ 
ington’s virtually unchallenged 
position as Middle East 
mediator. 

“Europe has been excluded 
from the peace process during 
the past few years,” De Chare tie 
said in the newspaper interview. 
"Europe must make concrete 
proposals, present a global 
package addressed to both the 


Israelis and the Palestinians." 

Meanwhile. House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, charged Presi¬ 
dent Clinton with threatening 
Israel's security by giving, even- 
handed treatment to different 
behavior by Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

‘When the Clin Lon-Gore 
administration treats with moral 
equivalence Palestinian vio¬ 
lence and Israeli housing, they 
undermine Israel's security,” 
Gingrich, in a sharply worded 
speech, told an enthusiastically 
supportive meeting of the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, or AlPAC. the 
influential pro-Israel lobbying 
group. 

The speaker’s remarks, 
which echo those by Netan¬ 
yahu, came a day after talks 
between Clinton and Netan¬ 
yahu. long a favorite of conser¬ 
vative Republicans, failed to 
achieve progress in (he Middle 
East peace process. That effort 
has faltered in a wave of vio¬ 
lence since Israel began con¬ 
struction of a settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem last month. 

Gingrich said administration 
officials, who have criticized 
the housing project, should not 
seek concessions from Israel 
until Yasser Arafat and his Pal¬ 
estinian authority fulfill their 
obligations under the Oslo 
peace accords, notably renounc¬ 
ing their call for destruction of 
Israel. 

'There should be no question 
of any pressure on the Israeli 
government to make any con¬ 
cessions until Arafat has met 
the demands of 3 1/2 years ago 
in Oslo and the burden should 
be placed by the American gov¬ 
ernment on Arafat and the Pal¬ 
estinian authority to keep the 
word they already gave ... 
before a word is said to Israel,” 
Gingrich said to cheers. 


Gingrich also accused the US 
news media of being "the wit¬ 
ting or unwitting ally of Arafat 
... in an information warfare 
campaign against Israel” by 
portraying the housing project 
as an improper “settlement” in 
“Arab East Jerusalem” rather 
than a permissible project in an 
undivided city. 

"Israel is not enduring a cold 
peace. Israel is enduring a war 
by other means." he declared. 
“Israel's enemies in the region 
are attempting to achieve 
through terror and coordinated 
propaganda what their armies 
could not achieve in battle—the 
defeat of Israel." 

Arafat's spokesman Wednes¬ 
day slammed Gingrich for say¬ 
ing Washington should pressure 
Palestinians and not Israel over 
a crisis in peace moves. 

“Mr Gingrich will not be able 
to improve his bad image with 
the American people by attack¬ 
ing the Palestinian people and 
President .Arafat in order to sat¬ 
isfy- the Jewish lobby in the 
United States." spokesman Mar- 
wan Kanafani said in a 
statement. 

"Gingrich did not show only 
a shameful ignorance of interna¬ 
tional politics but he also con¬ 
tributed to supporting the Israeli 
extremists to continue challeng¬ 
ing the international community 
and to commit more violations 
against the political and human 
rights of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple." ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 
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They love MacDonald’s, 
hard rock and hate Israel 


Continued from page 1 

turn, informed the police about 
the rest of "the gang." 

Abdel Rahman At Kaycd 
told The Slur that he and other 
schoolmates had been active in 
distributing anti-peace pamph¬ 
let since Iasi year. 

“It was a democratic way of 
expressing our feelings." he 
said. "Then things got serious 
three weeks ago. We burnt 
tyres in front of the Israeli 
embassy. We were angry 
because of Israeli practices in 
Palestine." 

Originally most of the boys 
attended the Arab Modem 
School. However, the school 
principal expelled them and 
they had to go to other schools, 
one source said. 

He added that the pupils had 


"a disruptive behavior" and 
even verbally fought with their 
teachers. 

But Abdel Rahman’s mother 
has a different story. She said 
that she was forced to transfer 
her son to a new school, two 
days before his arrest. 

"His school grades were not 
improving, and I was worried 
about his future." she said. 

Once in custody, the boys 
soon confessed after slight 
roughing up. according to 
Abdel Rahman. 

Most families would not say 
whether or not their boys were 
subjected to harsh treatment 
while in police custody. But 
Mrs Mesha’I alleged chat her 
son Al’a was slapped by 
police. 

Other families protested the 


way police arrested then- sons. 
“It was four in the morning 
when they [police] Tang the 
bell, frightening the whole 
household,” Mrs A1 Keyed 
said. 

However, Mr Mahmoud 
Adelih, Imad’s father, who is 
also being released today had 
no complaints about police pro¬ 
cedures. “They were very 
polite, they searched the house 
in a very civilized way," he 
said. Adelih said he had no 
idea whs his son was up to 
and was shocked like the rest 
of the families. Adelih said 
there was no evidence that his 
son was involved in anti-peace 
activities. 

Ahmad Aqil, the father of 
Mohammad, said the boys 
were merely overzealous teen¬ 
agers. Since no formal charges 
were made yet. *7 believe the 
case is over ” he said. 

Police was not available for 
comment on this case. ■ 


Election year starts with political bickering 
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hold in an elections year. 

Government officials argue 
that to hold an extraordinary 
session now would be giving 
deputies j free for all ejection 
platform to hammer down the 
government. This is something 
that would not at all be compat¬ 
ible with parliamentaiy 
democracy. 

However, some believe that 
the government has not closed 
the door on this issue. They say 
the government is ready to dis¬ 
cuss any issue with deputies in 
an unofficial session. Such ses¬ 
sions can either be held at the 
gallery of the Lower House or 
even under the dome of the 
chamber. Officials stress that 
the participants would discuss 
what would be an “unofficial 
agenda." 

But others point out that if 
this is really the government 
attitude then they would really 


be shooting themselves in the 
foot. Any dialogue of any sort 
would be like opening a can of 
worms, something which the 
government has tried to avoid 
fri the first place. 

Deputies’ demands are 
abound. They would be likely 
to challenge the government on 
ail issues: The one-man one- 
vote election formula, adminis¬ 
trative divisions, and the reduc¬ 
tion of voter’s age among 
others. 

Preparations for the elections 
have started on all Us techni¬ 
cal. formal, legal and adminis¬ 
trative aspects. Interior Minis¬ 
ter. Natheer Ersheid. held 
meetings with governors for the 
preparations for the elections. 

However, the final decision 
lies with His Majesty King 
Hussein. But. the King’s stay in 
Jordan won’t be for long as he 
will leave to Denmark for a 
three-day official visiL 

Thus, the announcement of a 


final elections dare is not 
expected to be made soon. 

On another leveL Deputy 
Prime Minister for Services and 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Abdullah Nsour, 
and Minister of Environment 
Tawfiq Kreishan, have resigned 
from the House. However, this 
is still causing widespread con¬ 
troversy among deputies. 

What is giving tire elections 
a more heated dimension, is 
that they will be held after the 
foundation of the National Con¬ 
stitutional Party (NCP), an 
amalgamation of eight centrist 
parties. 

Islamists expect the govern¬ 
ment to support candidates of 
this party in the coming elec¬ 
tions. bearing in mind that 
Prime Minister Abdel Salam AI 
Majali and his brother Abdel 
Hadi AI Majali are the archi¬ 
tects of the new party. ■ 
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sealers and held them in cus¬ 
tody for interrogation. 

Over tire next several hours, 
hundreds of Palestinians fought 
running street battles with 
Israeli troops in clashes along 
the boundary between ■ Israeli 
and Palestinian police control. 

Israel transferred four-fifths 
of tire city to Palestinian self- 
rule in January but retained a 
large army presence near the 
downtown compounds where 
some 400 Jewish settlers live. 

Two more Palestinians— 
identified as Mansoor Taha 
Ahmad, 15. and Nader Abdel 
Kftaleq Sayed, 24—died when 
metal-cored rubber bullets fired 
by Israeli forces'penetrated their 
skulls. 

"I just happened to be passing 
by," said Zain Jabari, 30, limp-’ 
ing from a rubber bullet to the 
leg. who said he saw a fight 
starting and pitched in. “We 
were resisting the occupation 
army. We were throwing every¬ 
thing—bottles, stones, roolotov 
cocktails.... If the occupiers and 
Netanyahu’s government want 
an Intifada, we’re ready. If they 
want peace, we’re also ready.” 

The Nablus-based Center for 
Palestine Research and Studies 
found for the first time last- 
month a Palestinian majority, 52 
to 41 percent, favoring the prop¬ 
osition that “there is no possibil¬ 
ity to reach a solution accepta¬ 
ble to the two parties." The 
sample of 1,542 respondents 
claimed a 3 percent margin of 
error. 


In other questions, 38 per¬ 
cent—about double the previous 
year’s results—supported a 
return to “anned attacks," a 
euphemism for suicide bomb¬ 
ings in Israel. Another 30 per¬ 
cent expressed approval of Inti¬ 
fada-style confrontations. 

Israelis, too, have found it 
easy to fall back on language 
and stereotypes that predated, 
their first diplomatic accord 
with the PLO. Newspaper and 
television commentary speaks 
much more often now of “the 
Arabs” and what it calls their 
unalterable enmity to Israel. 

Panorama polls of 1,000 
Jews, conducted in July and 
again last month, indicated a 
reversal on the prospect of "real 
peace with the Arabs" in com¬ 
ing years. ■ 
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Prince Ra’qd patronizes 
Amman-Dead Sea Ultra Marathon 


HIS ROYAL Highness Prince Ra’ad bid Zead, chief chamber¬ 
lain, was among the first supporters for the runners who par¬ 
ticipated in die 5th Amman-Dead Sea Ultra Marathon, which 
took place 4 April. The marathon, organized tty Forte Grand 
Hotel, was sponsored by the Coca Cola Company, British 
Airways and LG. About 165 runners, from Jordan and other 
countries, participated. Hie Prince awarded the winners with 
Coca-Cola trophies. Mr Percy Dunn, a South African diplo¬ 
mat, came in first place. In support of this marathon aud its 
causes, British Airways also donated two complimentary tick-, 
ets. The funds raised will go to the Society for the Care of: 
Neurological Patients. ■ 
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WEEK 


An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


King undergoes successful surgery 

■ His Majesty King Hussein underwent a successful 
prostate surgery at the Mavo Clinic in the USA. The 
King's private 

physician. Dr — --- 

Samir Farraj said 
"The operation 

was successful ; -V ~' ‘bbBbv 

and there were no 
complications 
whatsoever.'' The •' ‘ 

surgery was to 11 v i 

enlarged portion - . -„™.W \'^> r .. v.'-.' 

ut the King's —— 

prostate gland."‘It . , 

was u‘ routine fc 1 . [ ri ' 

operation for a . 

benign MP 

enlargement of ~V 

the prostate. His 

. __ 

the ■ 

operation without -1^--■ 

any problems..." 

said Dr David Barrett of the Mayo Clinic, who conducted 
surgery. He sard that there was no evidence of any traces 
of cancer. 


The National Constitutional Party 


Newcomer stumbles into 
the political arena 


Women in the municipalities 

■ The role of women in public life is increasing thanks 
to the initiatives of Her Royal Highness Princess Busma. 

More women for instance are becoming members of 
municipal councils throughout the country than ever 
before. Today their number has increased to 28. having 
been bolstered from 13. This is in line with the Nalional 
Women's Strategy that was recently drawn up after a 
series of meetings organized by the National Jordanian 
Committee for Women Affairs. On another issue, 
another woman has been appointed is a judge. She is the 
second woman in the Kingdom to be appointed to such a 
high ranking post. 

Islamists win in JDA elections 

■ Islamists clenched victory in last week's elections of 
the Jordan Doctors Association (JDAl. Islamist Bassem 
AI Dajani was re-elected for the second time running. 
Islamists also won four scats of the JDA council. The 
nationalists only won a seat on the council. 

Diabetes in Jordan 

■ Diabetes could be a killer if the necessary precautions 
are not taken. A recent study carried out in Jordan found 
out more and more young people are becoming diabetics. 
What is worrying doctors in this country is that the 
disease is increasingly striking the 20 plus age groups. 

The study found that up to 20 percent of young people 
were diabetics. In the United States the figure was only 
3.5 percent. The study which was carried out by the 
University of Science and Technology, is said to be the 
most extensive in the.region gnd probably the world. It., 
looked at three villages in Jordan: AI Sareeh in Irbid, 
Sakhra in Ajloun and AI Mazar in the soulh. The study 
found that 15.4 percent of the 20 plus age group were 
diabetics, the number increases to 23 percent for the over 
40 age croups. In Sakhra. the figures are more alarming. 
About 25.5 percent of the 20 and over age group were 
diabetic, the number shot up to 45 percent for the above 
40 aee group. In Al Mazar the figures were 23 percent 
for the first group and 38 percent for the second. What is 
worrying about these results is that half of the population 
of this country is under 20 years old. 

Hunger strike till death! 

■ A Jordanian patriot goes on hunger strike! This must 
be one of the rare si and bravest things anyone could do. 

A last ditch attempt, it is the ultimate in sacrifice. A 
tribute must be paid to Adeeb Issa the man who have 
none on a hunger strike in the Nuns Hospital in jfWd. He 
is protesline the Israeli actions of settlement building on 
JabaJ Abu Ghniem. Now in his twilight years, but with a 
keen sense of history. Issa is a true Jordanian patnou and 
an intellectual of magnitude proportions. He has over 90 
manuscript, but only pubjished 1 book. However he 
built himself a 'museum in Al Hunt. He gave a\\ his 
belongings to the Nuns Hospital in return for being 
looked after. 

Caught In the act 

■ A aas station in the King Abdallah Gardens street was 
closed down for selling diluted gas to'Customers. The 
owners were mixing gasoline with another substance. U 
was the inspectors of the Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co., 
tJPRCj who found out that the owners of the station 
were up to no good and alerted the police immediately. 
The owners are now held in custody. JPRC officials later 
Lid dial such an action by the gas vendors was uncalled 

for. 4 

Journalists turn politicians 

■ About 25 journalists will be standing for the 

■ H^m^niarv elections to be held in the autumn. These 

P nr id? such famous names as Tareq Masarwah, the 
rhfof editor of Al Arab Al Yawnu that is to start 
chiet eon , . M'uhaq is not mistaken, the 

pU Hr C £«of Ke lew Ify.R^AI Hourb will also he 
publisher oi l e seats . 0lhcr joumalisls 

PSSSSL ?M Adwan. Saleh Al Qalab. AbdI Al Salam 
aFt£™H and Abd AI Rahim Ghanam will also be 

there. 

Writers for elections 

wnnsira Association (JWA) are gearing up For 

■ Jordan ^ Secretary General of the Arab 

elections on - Qawar is the hot favorite for the 

Writers He w ju t»e competing against 1- 

JWA non other than the current president 

others who inclu A , A bbasi. However he is 

?>'. bv S “h“r wriler'Auch as Suliemu. Al Azrai. (he 
joined by oiner . j Directorate. Suhemon Al 

head of thei Irbid ™ ra / J bdallah Rad wan, Mawfaq 

Nahas of . H “* , ^madan AI Rawashdeh and Dr 

Mahadin. jourm 3 ^Lbic lecturer in the University of 
W a |id Seif- eiLtion is likely to be a heated one. 

Jordan. T? 15 y ? talk £f a division in the association and 
Already there is taut rocess 0 f normalization with 

the subject as usuaus^ ^ poel Basel Rafich 

Israel. should be no normalizauon with Israel 

believe that there snou However, they are 

any a*"* 1 ?, as the more pragmauc 

counterposed by what l lhal while they oppose 

trend in the ass(K-anon jn a -consmicUvc 

normalization M |lectua | s . Holders ouh-s vmw 

dialogue mthi e Seif . The couneil or the JWA 

^iL^face elecifons. Already there are 40 wnters who 

are standing- 

pupil dies in being “slightly" hit by a 

■ A 1 2-year old di After an aulo psy. n was 
fellow pupil at . SC j__ t h occurred because the boy s 
oSdrd W The decors s,.d 

St muscles were airca Q y jn his heart valves. 

Eu* *“^1^ f,ghl “ d ,hc 

However. bo, under --- 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
"REJUVENATION. DEMOC¬ 
RACY and Unity." arc the slo¬ 
gans of the coming National 
Constitutional Party (NCP). 
that is in the process of being 
formed. 

Dr Abdel Salam Al Majali. 
the current pome minister was 
originally behind the merger 
idea, back in late 1995. Howev¬ 
er the concerned parties contin¬ 
ued to dither. 

Then all of a sudden, or may 
be because of the coming elec¬ 
tions which arc expected to be 
held this autumn, the eight par¬ 
lies vouched to unite at any 
cost. Could it be because of 
their small size is a question 
that is left to political pundits tu 
mull over. 

What is known for certain is 
that since their creation politi¬ 
cal panics have remained in the 
political doldrums and their 
size contributed to their weak¬ 
ness. On top of that, these par¬ 
ties suffered constantly from 
splits. 

The party, an amalgamation 
of eight, is due to become legal 
on I May. It is in effect j pro- 
establishment pany that now 


has a single platform and agen¬ 
da: pro-peace with Israel and 
the wholehearted adoption of 
the World Bank restructuring 
program. "Jordan first" is a 
common theme in the its social 
agenda. Whai is more signifi¬ 
cant however, is that the party 
stresses the Jordanization of po¬ 
litical life. Observers argue 
what is really meant by this is 
the creation of a more "moder¬ 
ate" political force a> a counter¬ 
weight to what is seen as the 
historical dominance of Isla¬ 
mists. leftists and pan-Arabisis 
whose strong alliance against 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace trea¬ 
ty have upset successive gov- 
emments in (his country. 

"Conservative centrist" is the 
new label that is being given to 
the new party by political ana¬ 
lysts. It will run the coming 
elections under a united list to 
compute the Islamic Action 

Front iIAFi. 

But for a new merged party 
observers argue that it is politi¬ 
cally risky to enter the general 
elections under a united list be¬ 
cause none of the other parties, 
excluding the IAF. ran the elec¬ 
tions in such manner. 

However, the representation 


of these panics in 
the current Lower 

House Joes not ex- ' 

eeed 14 members, 

despite the fact that . « 

they dominate ihree . 

blocs of 38 mem- VBl. 

hers. Same centrist 
recruited 
Lower House depu- 
after the dec- 
results. The 
for the 
municipal elections 

held in July 1995. It E ga? i 

that 

the centrists parties psTL^ 
claimed victory only 
because incon- 

number of 
candidates who 
stood for the elec- 
joined 

these parties. ■ ,■ 

The eight cen- Abdel Hath Al Mq/ah 
trists involved in 
the merger have vet 

to complete the process. By the Khair. the s 
end of this month the parties Waian iHor 
will announce their dissolution agreed to n 
and so for Ute big one: Unity Ministry ot 
under one roof. first w eek o; 

The .sccrctaries-gencral of will come 

these parties held a meeting. lion. 

Iasi week, under Mr Hakam In the r 


L . -- '• 



Khair. the secretary general of 
Waian (Homeland» party. They 
agreed to register the party in 
Ministry of Interior during the 
first week of May. a step which 
will come after their dissolu¬ 
tion. 

In the meeting they also 


agreed that every pany has to 
submit a 100-namc list that 
will form an 800-member 
founding committee for the 
new NCP. Each member has to 
pay a fee of JD 100. 

The party heads agreed on a 
common ' platform—however 
these arc still general head¬ 
lines. The party's program 
“will cover most aspects of life 
in Jordan, and does not differ 
much from government poli¬ 
cies." said Mr Abdel Hadi Al 
Majali. an NCP key founding 
member, and head of the Al 
Ahd (Pledge) Party, the main¬ 
stream in the NCP. 

The relation of the party lo 
other political parties will be 
“competitive" but its relations 
with the government will be 
"integrative and consultative." 
Al Majali said during a lecture, 
last week, in the Center for Jor¬ 
danian Studies. 

Al Majali pointed out that 
the integration of the eight par¬ 
ties in one body will give them 
a strong ground to compete in 
the political battle, "something 
that was lost in past years be¬ 
cause of the influence of the Is¬ 
lamist and leftist parties." Al 
Majali suggested that mosi of 
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these parlies are "linked lo oul- 
side groups." 

NCP sources added that the 
eight party leaders uill elect 
among themselves one secre¬ 
tary general and two deputiev 
to rule during the transitional 
period, which will not exceed 
one year. Then a general as¬ 
sembly w ill elect a permanent 
leadership. 

The eight parties are present¬ 
ly holding their conferences to 
discuss the main guidelines of 
the NCP. The Politburo of Al 
Ahd has already ununimouslv 
agreed on the internal system 
of the NCP and its main guide¬ 
lines. Before the end oT this 
month the Centra! Committee 
of Al Ahd will recommend to 
its Politburo to dissolve the par- 
ty and pave the road for com¬ 
plete integration within the 
NCP. 

Also the United Arab Demo¬ 
cratic Party tAI Wa’d) will 
hold a general conference to¬ 
morrow. Friday, to dissolve the 
party and integrate within NCP. 
At Watan (Homeland) Party is 
to hold a conference on 25 
April, for the same purpose. It 
is expected that all the eight 
parties will complete the final 
procedures for integration by 
the end of this month. 

The rest of the parties, 
"must" hold their general con¬ 
ferences before the end of this 
month, as agreed upon during 
Iasi week's meeting. These 
eight parties also include the 
Jordanian Arab Masses (Al 
Jamaheen. the Jordanian Na¬ 
tional Alliance (Tajmou*). Pro¬ 
gressive and Justice. (Al Tak- 
dunt wal Adala) Al Yaqatha 
(reawakening! and the Popular 
Unitv (Al Wahdawivoon). ■ 



Jadoun 

Trouble 
■ continues 
between 
clearance 
agents and 
Lloyds at 
Aqaba 

Continued from page 1 

dealt the team at the beginning, 
but since (wo months ago it 
started to interfere more and 
more in our work as clearance 
agents." 

The team's measures have 
even gone to (he extent ot inter¬ 
fering with the implementation 
of the customs procedure at the 
Aqaba port. 

"The shippcr.has the ultimate 
right to change the manifest of 
the cargo that may he re¬ 
exported from the harbor to the 
free zone in Zarku or any other 
destination inside or outside the 
Kingdom," he said. "This could 
be made by a mutual agree¬ 
ment between the shipper and 
the shipping agent." Jadoun 
pointed out. 

Despite this I'acL Lloyds 
strongly protest these changes 
that arc made at the Aqaba cus¬ 
toms. "They claim that such 
cargo is going to Iraq. Jadoun 
said. 

The syndicate president 
added that these measures have 
forced them to send a memo to 
the Chairman of the Federation 
of the Jordanian Chambers ol 
Commerce. Haider Murad. The 
memo stated that such action 
on the part of Lloyds is a viola¬ 
tion of Jordanian sovereignty 
and interference in its external 
trade relations. 

Some economic experts say 
that there is no need for Lloyds 
to continue in Aqaba as UN 
sanctions on Iraq have been 
partially tilled in the light of 
implementation of the oil lor 
food deal. 

It is pointed out that their 
existence at Aqaba is costly 
and lime wasting, for business¬ 
men and clearance agents. 

Some shippers pointed out 
that inspection of cargo could 
take up lo two weeks. 

Moreover, the opening of the 
sealed containers al the port 
causes damage (0 some ul the 
contents. Jadoun added. There 
arc many foodstuff commodi¬ 
ties at Aqaba and the free zone 
warehouses awaiting Lloyds 
approval. They have been held 
up lor the last six months. 

The issue has become so bad 
that the Jordanian government 
was forced, two weeks ago. to 
take it up with the United 

Nations. ■ 
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The British are coming.. 

6 days a week 


Welcome ra the real flavour of Briuain in the air 6 
days a week' from Amman as we fly you co London 
and the world. Enjoy the high standard ot 
service and hospitality thar is synonymous with 
British Airways. 

Convenient timings and cop-class in-flight comforr 
combine with our excellent onward connections 
from Hearhrow Airport Terminal 4 co make this the 
besr way to go from here to there... or anywhere. 


But thars noc all, we let you really stretch your 
dinars wirh the unique British Airways Middle East 
Executive Club. Not only will you earn’ free Bonus 
Miles on your own trips; but also nominate upto 
6 tamily members or friends to earn Miles for you. 
So you save' your free Miles foster and keep flying! 

For more information, call your local travel agent 
or British Airways Amman on 828801. 

’ Effective 13ch April, 1997. 
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Avoiding the Domino Effect 


Our Say. . . 


Running out of options 


BENJAMIN NETANYAHU returned to Israel from his brief Washington meet¬ 
ing with President Bill Clinton a triumphant man. He has refused to budge on his 
decision to build a Jewish settlement in Arab east Jerusalem, which is an occu¬ 
pied territory the fate of which is still under negotiations. He has brushed aside 
attempts by the Clinton administration to convince him to honor Israel’s obliga¬ 
tions under the Oslo accords. Thus, he has every reason to feel good about him¬ 
self. 

He returned to Israel more determined than ever to force the Palestinians and 
their leadership to submit to the new realities he had created. Not surprisingly, he 
returned to a region where political chaos has paved the way to a spate of vio¬ 
lence and counter violence that has destroyed the peace process. 

Today Israel’s hawks have absolute control over the political and military ini¬ 
tiative in the region. The Washington meeting has isolated Israel further from the 
international community, but more importantly it has fractured the basis of 
America's Middle East policy. Netanyahu's triumph has resulted in an irrecover¬ 
able damage to America's standing in the Arab world, where Israel will always 
remain a prisoner of geography and a historical intruder. 

The cycle of violence that Netanyahu's policies have unleashed will not end 
with an Israeli iron-fist reaction. So far the killing of Palestinian youths in Heb¬ 
ron and other West Bank cities has only inflamed the situation and awakened the 
Palestinian Intifada from its short slumber. But for how long can Netanyahu's 
soldiers continue to shoot at unarmed civilians under occupation and get away 
v.iih it? The Palestinians are determined to stand out against Israeli schemes 
aimed in the end at wiping them out from their homeland. 

The United States can no longer act as an honest broker between the Palestin¬ 
ians and the Israelis. It never had the moral courage and the political willingness 
to assume that role. That is why it wants to keep the UN and Europe away from 
the political process. But by doing that, it is not only alienating itself from this 
region jnd its people, but also denying Arabs and Israelis a rare chance to coex¬ 
ist peacefully and end decades of war and conflict. 

White the Palestinians appear to be the main losers of a shattered peace pro- 
cs>- in the Middle East, the truth of the matter is that we all stand to lose— 
including the Israelis. It is easy to understand how Netanyahu's political myopia 
could cloud his vision, but what we don’t understand is how could the Americans 
fail M <ee the dangerous* repercussions of losing a political initiative they have 
worked so hard to nurture since the late 1970s? 

If v.e don’t have a peace process in the Middle East and if the Palestinians con¬ 
tinue in offer young martyrs every day. and if no Israeli can feel safe at home 
ugai.i and if the young generations grow up on hate and mutual distrust, what 
then is the future of this region? AnJ if we don't have a peace we can be proud 
oi. what is left for us to do? ■ 



tters to the Editor 


A word of advice 

To The Editor. 


While I think JTV usually does a good 
job in covering tbe crisis in the West Bank 
and Gaza, there has been little by way of 
commentary and analysis. Take last 
week's meeting of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanoahu with US President 
Bill Clinton. 

While no breakthrough was achieved on 
reactivating the peace process and that Is¬ 
rael remains adament about the building 
of a settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim, JTV 
just papered over the issue. 

It reported in a casual about way that 
the meeting was “positive" when in fact 
the two leaders had reached nowhere. 
President Clinton by that time had failed 
to convince Netanyahu to stop the settle¬ 
ment process or move one iota towards 
reconciling differences with tbe Palestine 
National Authority. 

It would certainly be wise for JTV to 


Resurrecting peace 


To The Editor, 


H. Laycock, Henry Lay cock 
<laycockh @posLqueensu.ca> 
Canada 
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call a spade a spade. We are forever living 
in an ever shrinking global village where 
the truth is not a monopoly of one station 
or source. 

Maher Abu Laban 
Amman 


Your editorial (Star 29 March ) on res¬ 
urrecting the peace was excellent, I 
thought. It is difficult to know whether the 
Israeli attitude is entirely cynical, or 
whether it reflects a pathological inability 
to understand the true nature of their ac¬ 
tions [an inability perhaps connected with 
the “eternal victim” mentality of an ally of 
the most powerful conntry on the planet?] 


A view from America 

Middle East diplomacy 


must be precise 


By Carrie Nelle Move 
Slur US corespondent 


AMBIGUITY IN diplomacy ir a fre¬ 
quently useful tool to approach ^ensiiivc 
problems, especially for a mediator at¬ 
tempting to bridge differences between 
adversaries. In the case of the Middle 
East conflict, ambiguity served it> pur¬ 
pose lor some time until it brought Israe¬ 
lis and Arabs to the Madrid Conference 
in 1990. Tbe result was a peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel which seems 
to be holding despite severe strains. 

The Madrid initiative also resulted in a 
series of agreements between Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis: the Oslo accords, the 
Washington agreements, the Hebron 
agreement and the establishment ol a 
Palestinian Authority in Gn?a and pans 
of the West Bank. Israel and Syria/ 
Lebanon were engaging in intensive ne¬ 
gotiations at the Wic Plantation in the 
US. hut were interrupted when former Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres called 
for early elections in the spring of l l J%. 
which he lost to Benjamin Netanyahu. 

These negotiations have not been re¬ 
sumed because the new Israeli adminis¬ 
tration presented a different interpreta¬ 
tion of the entire peace process and ii* 
expected outcome. All dealings, agree¬ 
ments and negotiations had been carried 
out under US sponsorship, with US prod¬ 
ding. and where agreements were 
reached, the US President /the iil’ficc. 
more than the man) was a witness and 
guarantor. 

Now. despite back- j nd-forth ottidal 
visits, the fragile peace foundation i-. 
coming apart. Humankind is witnessing 
with horror and dismay the rapid col¬ 
lapse of all that has been achieved. 


Egypt, the IIrst Arab country to sign a 
peace accord with Israel, is extremely 
unhappy and President Mubarak is under 
severe internal pressure to cease all deal¬ 
ings with Israel. In spite of the immense 
efforts on the part of His Majesty King 
Hussein, the Jordanian population is los¬ 
ing its patience with Netanyahu’s contin¬ 
uing disregard of the various peace 
agreements'enacted prior to his becom¬ 
ing Prime Minister. 

Other supporters of Middle East 
peace, and friends of the United States in 
the Arab world (Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf countriesi and in the Islamic com¬ 
munity arc losing patience and face in 
the eyes of their constituencies. Calls for 
ihe .Abandoning of the peace process arc 
becoming louder. The only winners are 
the extremists. Why has this happened? 

The reason is quite simple: Ambiguity 
siill is being used but is beyond its use¬ 
fulness. especially by the US administra¬ 
tion. ostensibly the mediator, honest bro¬ 
ker and guarantor in the peace process. 
After Madrid and the signing of agree¬ 
ments. claritv is the essence of progress. 

If Palestinians and Israelis differ in 
their interpretations, it is up to the guar¬ 
antor to spell out unambiguously the 
spirit jnd letter ol agreements. Unfortu¬ 
nately for the peace process itself and 
the peoples suffering from the reversal 
ol that process, this guarantor—the Unit¬ 
ed Suucs—is taking a back seat and al¬ 
lowing this unique historic opportunity 
in slip juay. 

The actions »versus lip serviced of the 
US in the past few weeks have under¬ 
mined the credibility of Washington as 
an honest broker. Tuo US vetoes in two 
weeks, a negaii\c vote in the General 
Assemble, a futile mission bv Dennis 


Ross to the Middle East and empty State¬ 
ments by senior liS officials 3Jid spokes¬ 
persons not only have alienated one party 
to the Middle East peace process but also 
puzzled and shocked the rest of the 
world, especially Europe. 

This is not a call to President Clinton 
to take sides but rather an appeal to spell 
out Washington’s understanding and in¬ 
terpretation of what has been agreed 
upon. Several questions need to be an¬ 
swered: 

■ Are agreements signed by Rabin and 
Peres binding on Netanyahu? 

■ Is Israel legally permitted to continue 
building settlements in East Jerusalem 
and ihe West Bank? 

■ 1$ Netanyahu’s government bound to 
complete its withdrawal from West Bank 
areas and towns as agreed in terms of ter¬ 
ritory and time schedule? 

■ Is Netanyahu's government obligated 
to resume negotiations with Syria and 
Lebanon from the point they reached in 
1996? 

■ Are all relevant UN resolutions valid 
or not? 

If the US government truly is interest¬ 
ed in pushing ahead with the Middle East 
peace process, then it must take a clear 
stand, one way or another, in outlining 
its understandings, intentions, and objec¬ 
tives. One can not escape intentions and 
objectives. One can qol escape the im¬ 
pression that the US has been telling 
each party, behind closed doors, what it 
wants to bear, but not what it really 
means. 

If Clinton supports Israel's annexation 
of territories, it is time to say it clearly 
and loudly. If it does noL the US govern¬ 
ment should delineate its position just as 


clearly. 


LURIE'S WigjgKRLD 
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Hitting be¬ 
hind the pretext that 
the concerned parties 
should reach their 
own understandings 
in direct negotiations 
is a smoke screen. 
Washington, more 
than any other pow¬ 
er. knows that this is 
not possible. Other¬ 
wise, Washington 
would have let Iraq 
and Kuwait sort out 
their differences 
without UN resolu¬ 
tions and military in¬ 
terference. 

The United Na¬ 
tions was created to 
settle conflicts when 
parties cannot agree 
on solutions. Decen¬ 
cy and honesty (in¬ 
cluding the rights of 
peoples in the Middle 
East to peace, securi¬ 
ty, progress and pros¬ 
perity) aside, just 
plain pragmatism— 
US national inter¬ 
ests—require a cou¬ 
rageous US stand. 
Global leadership de¬ 
mands a price if it is 
to be retained. ■ 


Mayor Raed Salah 

Israeli excavations beneath 


A1 Aqsa Mosque continue 


EDITOR’S NOTE; Sheikh 
Raed Salah. Mayor of the 
[Israeli) Arab town of Um A1 
Fahem. is among the leading 
Islamist figures in Palestine. 
For over two decades he 
played a marked role in pro¬ 
moting Islamic awareness 
among the one million- 
strong Arabs in Israel prop¬ 
er, the land occupied by the 
Zionists in 1948. Sheikh Sa- 
lab recently toured the net¬ 
work of subterranean tun¬ 
nels beneath arid around the 
AI Aqsa Mosque in Jerusa¬ 
lem. Palestine Times corre¬ 
spondent in Jerusalem, 
Khaled Amayreh, spoke to 
him about what he saw. Ex¬ 
cerpts follow; 


Are you sure there is a 
new tunnel being excavated 
beneath the Mosque? 

Indeed, 1 am. ! saw that the 
Israeli authorities placed 
some wooden boards at the 
entrance of the new tunnel, 
but as we removed the slabs 
and penetrated the tunnel 
from its south-eastern comer, 
we found out that it extended 
alongside the western wall of 
Al Masjid Al Aqsa. We also 
saw that it was only four me¬ 
tres away from the founda¬ 
tions of the Mosque. We 
walked through the tunnel 
about a kilometer, but didn’t 
reach its end. However, we 
saw Lhat (he tunnel bifurcated 
in many directions forming 
"sub-tunnels.” 



Salah in one of the tunnels 


rcctions. In other words, the 
matter is much more than old 
subterranean canals used for 
the disposition of water. 


Did yon actually see signs 
of fresh excavations there? 

Yes. we did. We saw signs 
of fresh unearthing which 
proves that the work was still 
continuing. This obviously 
means that the Israelis are 
widening the tunnel in all di- 


How Tar is the new tunnel 
from the Manvani Mosque, 
the basement Mosque of Al 
Aqsa Mosque? 

This tunnel is relatively 
farther away from the Marwa- 
ni Mosque os it is located in 
Ihe south-eastern corner of Al 
Haram Al Sharif. However, 
one must point out that the Is¬ 
raeli excavation authorities 
started digging another lunnel 
extending in the direction of 
Marwani Mosque, so it is not 
safe anyway. 


What do you make out or 
all of this ? 

A. 1 believe that the Al 
Aqsa Mosque faces a grave 
danger, and it is only a matter 
of time before something 
'■catastrophic" happens. Mus¬ 
lims should and must wake up 
from their sleep, because the 
First Qibla and the Third Ho¬ 
liest of the Islamic Shrines is 
in danger. Moreover, ihe Is¬ 
raelis are continuing to de¬ 
stroy and unearth the histori¬ 
cal Muslim cemeteries 
adjacenr to tbe eastern and 
western walls of the Al Aqsa 
Mosque, which include tombs 
of some of the Companions of 
the Prophet. I want to empha¬ 
size that we are not talking 


here about hypothetical mat¬ 
ters, or even a looming dan¬ 
ger. We are talking about an 
existing danger. There are al¬ 
ready ominous cracks in the 
southern and south-western 
walls of the Mosque. In fact, 
some stones have already fal¬ 
len... so what are we waiting 
for? 6 


The Wakf authorities in 
Jerusalem said yon were ex¬ 
aggerating the danger? 

A. I wouldn’t be happy if I 
assured you that we are not 
talking about a new tunnel 
not an ancient canal. Unfortu- 
rmely Wakf people don't 
know the full trut)!, and even 
can't say all they know. ■ 
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Islamist 


participation 


think tanks 

cy institutes in the, 
play a crucial role in advis- •. 
ing their government?-«r> 
the best ways of handling 
certain issues. ’ Such tMtK.> 
tanks usually havc-gtcatrl 
influence that verges opr 

the executive implements-, 

tion of public andinienra-Y. 

tional policies. ■ 

The case in hand is the 
recent debate going on to 
the corridors of such instr- Y 
rations in the US about ISr-i 
lamic organizations in ihe,. 
Arab and Islamic worlds."- 
and their possible toure. 
role in participating itt.lfe 
decision-making of their 
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countries. „ 

Their has been a marked; 
shift in attitude in the for¬ 
mula of drawing examples/ 
from Hamas. Islamic Jr-’ 
had, Afghanistan. Algeria, 
and EgypL to a . more dia-. 

I ogue-orientated policy- 

The debate is still raging 
without either side making 
any recognizable gains. 
But the fact remains that j 
even entertaining such an 
option of dialogue with the 
Islamists is enough to ring 
wanting bells in the whole 

of the Islamic world; 

It does not seem that the 
American policy institutes' 
debate is related to either 
the uncontrollability of-foe 
Islamist groups actions, or 
their possible viability as 
alternatives to the existing 
political order. They are 
rather directly related to 
the Refah-led government 
in Ttirkey, and its experi¬ 
ences iii playing the role of. 
the dresser between the 
highly volatile region of 
Uie eastern Mediterranean, 
and the European conti¬ 
nent. Though in fairness 
Jordan has been feeling.the 
consequences of this de¬ 
bate throughout its. recent 
dialogue with the Ameri-J I 
can think tanks. 

• The advent of Refah-tp 
power in Turkey initially 
created misgivings among 
tbe NATO allies of Tur¬ 
key—a sit and wail policy 
was being followed by the 
West. Mr Erbakan was try¬ 
ing to feel his way in the 
maze of Islamic politics 
and contacts. At tbe end of 
the day. Turkey remained 
part of NATO, trade rela¬ 
tions and military coopera¬ 
tion continues with Israel, 
and a free enterprise eco¬ 
nomic policy is still being 
pursued with the possibili¬ 
ty of joining the EU as a 
toll partner being enter¬ 
tained. 

Internally, Turkey start¬ 
ed having its own share of 
overzealous Islamists 
emerging occasionally, 
with their habitual de¬ 
mands. but Refah has 
played the balancing role 
with them to a good de¬ 
gree of success without 
any major rift with the sec¬ 
ularist force'in Turkey. 

However it would be a 
mistake if such think-tanks. 
•take Turkey as foe main 
paradigm for an accommo 
dation with Islamist 
groups, and take Rqfa/i as. 
the archetypal representa¬ 
tive of political Islam. The 
reason here ore obvious,, 
for Turkey has a socio- - 
economic structure with a 
strong tradition in the roots 
of secularism as a major 
counter-balance to any : 
fundamental changes. . _; 

There is also a strong 
subjective feeling within . 
the structure of civil sode-' 
ty, lhat the individual vote 
in elections is an important, 
vote and counts eventually ’ 
in the scheme of things.; 
Not to mention of course,; 
the role of the military in 
guarding the republic’s - 
constitution that is imbued 
with what became to be-, 
known in the modern his- • 
tory of Turkey as Kemal- 
ism. A11 those ingredients 
make Turkey and its gov-. 
emme nt a peculiar case 
rather than the norm with • 
Islamist involvement. ''' '] 

It must be emphasized? 
therefore, that the ongoing 
debate about the nature 
and content of dialogue, 
with Islamic groups, to 1 
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take into consideration the 
general phenomenon into'/jf.pp;. 
account, rather than rely 
on models that tend to be 
foe anomalous case. Many 
Arab and Islamic countries 
nave worked hard to estab-; 
lish their moderate out¬ 
reach to the world, and 
their views and experienc¬ 
es should be taken into 
consideration, before the 
Islamist debate becomes. 1 
totally illogical. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ Jordan Hotels and 
Tourism Co., generated a 
profit of JD 3.4 million 
in 1996. Revenues col¬ 
lected from the opera¬ 
tional measures ai 
in ter. Continental t Jor¬ 
dan) Hotel lust year 
reached JD li.6 million. 
The company's budget 
by year end recorded a 
growth of 12.7 percent 
compared with 1995 to 
hit JD 24 million. Share¬ 
holders rights rose by 

16.5 percent to reach JD 

20.5 million in 1996. 
Estimated investments in 
developing the hotel may 
reach JD 20 million. 


■ The volume of reve¬ 
nues generated by the 
Jordan - Electric Co 
reached JD 11.5 million 
in 1996. The company 
was able to raise the 
capacity of its stations 
and provide electricity to 
more than 49 towns and 
housing complexes. 
Total number of villages 
and rural areas that are 
provided with electric 
power until the end of 
last year reached 480. 
Budget assets rose in 
1996 by 13 percent to 
reach JD 170.4 million. 
Infrastructure assets in 
the company registered a 
growth ratio of six per¬ 
cent in 1996 to reach JD 
67.5 million. 


Financial company seeks to 



rejuvenate east Jerusalem 


■ The volume of trade 
exchange between Jor¬ 
dan and Russia reached 
$60 million in 1996 com¬ 
pared with $8-10 million 
in the early 1990s. This 
accounts for a rise of 
11% against the 1995 
figures. 

Russian exports to Jor¬ 
dan last year were $50.3 
million, generating an 
increase of 19% while 
Jordanian exports to Rus¬ 
sia in the same year were 
$6.3 million. 

Russia signed contract 
with Jordan to help in a 
joint venture to produce 
chemicals from the Dead 
Sea minerals, at total 
cost of $600 million. 


AMMAN (Star)—It is 
becoming increasingly clear 
that the Palestinian economy 
must be rejuvenated if it is to 
counter the menacing Israeli 
threat. What is becoming 
even more clear is that for the 
Palestinians to pull them¬ 
selves by the bool straps they 
must have urgent financial 
help from outside. The Pales¬ 
tine National Authority has 
long realized that, now finan¬ 
ciers from across the Arab 
world arc realizing that too. 

It is with this in mind that 
Arah businessmen gathered 
in Amman earlier this week 
to set up a $100 million com¬ 
pany to help create the basis 
for a viable Palestinian econ¬ 
omy in the heart of east 
Jerusalem. 

Cynics may describe the 
move as a little too late since 
Israel long started to Judizc 
the city. However, the ven¬ 
ture is seen as a majur snub 
to Israeli policy makers and 
the first sign of practical 
Arab action to turn the tidal 
wave of Israeli domination in 
the eastern side of the city. 

During a one-day confer¬ 
ence titled "the National 
Forum for Jerusalem" con¬ 
vened last Saturday at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry, 
more than 250 economic 
businessmen from Jordan. 
Palestine and the Arab world 
established the Jerusalem 
Fund for the Joint Investment 
Co.. (JFJIC). The company is 
to be registered at the British 
Virgin Island and will be in 
charge of creating specialized 
investments funds. 

Participants in the - gather¬ 
ing pul up 20 percent of the 
proposed capital. 


The gathering is the result 
of the fruitful efforts of a 
three-man committee to coun¬ 
ter the latest Israeli actions tn 
east Jerusalem. It included 
A Me l Majecd Shuman 
(Chairman of the Arab Bank 
and a share-founder of the 
JFJIC). Munih AI Masri and 
Hassib AI Sahagh. Financial 
heavyweights in the Arab 
world, these are also the 
founding committee lot the 
new company. 

Mi Shomun said that the 
company will set up agricultu¬ 
ral. touristic and housing pro¬ 
jects in Jerusalem and create 
job opportunities f° r the Arab 
residents. 

These are essential for a 
vibrant local economy, some¬ 
thing which the Israelis have 
long been seeking to destroy. 

AI Masri describes the 
newly established fund as the 
nucleus lor a unified Arab 
efiurt to protect Jerusalem 
against Israeli settlement 
plans and activate the eco¬ 
nomic movement in Jerusalem 
and help Palestinian mer¬ 
chants and businessmen to 
open their shops and manage 
their business. 

Mr Faisal AI Husseini. who 
is in charge of the Jerusalem 
file in the Palestine National 
Authorin' and attended the 
forum said that the Israeli pol¬ 
icy is targeted at isolating 
Jerusalem and other Palestin¬ 
ian institutions from the inter¬ 
national community. 

Israel also plans to com¬ 
pletely chance the geographic 
and demographic construction 
of the city to dominate the 
land and its inhabitants. 

He stressed that Palestin¬ 
ians and Arabs can combat 


such policy by supporting the 
presence of Arab residents 
there and protect their lands 
front confiscation. 

To achieve this goal. AI 
Masri elaborates, it is neces¬ 
sary to carry out new projects 
in the city to meet the housing 
needs of its Arab people. 

Khalil AI Tafkaji. a 

researcher conducted a study 
on the housing situation in 
Jerusalem, it shows that about 
35 JHK) in the city are in a 
pressing need for rehabilita¬ 
tion. This issue can be solved 
by the JFJIC. 

AI Tafkaji added that |srael 
dominates 74 percent of cast 
Jerusalem, six percent of the 
lands were confiscated to 
make streets, it took six per¬ 
cent. The remaining 14 per¬ 
cent is left for Palestinians 
Jerusalem is in need ot 
25.000 houses to meet the 
needs of the inhabitants, but 
the Arab population is only 
allowed to build 16.000 hous- 
inu units. 

AI Tafkaji points out that 
this requires a lot finance. 
About $20,000 is needed 
alone for the construction 
licences. 

The newly-established com¬ 
pany seeks to attract personal 
savincs and finance from all 
firms to be invested in all pro¬ 
ductive fields. It also plans to 
deal in securities on interna¬ 
tional stock exchanges to 
explore investment opportuni¬ 
ties and promote further 
investments. 

AI Masri said that invita¬ 
tions were extended to Pales¬ 
tinian and Jordanian business¬ 
men worldwide to take part in 
the company. . . 

The company is still m ns 



Participants in the conference 


initial stages. A careful study 
is now planned pointing oul 
the exact areas of develop¬ 
ment for the company. The 
headquarters of the company 
is yet to be located. 

Shoman himself is respon¬ 
sible for opening channels 
with Arab businessmen, par¬ 
ticularly in the Arabian Gulf 
to collect donations to finance 
projects in the east Jerusalem. 

Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry said the 
gathering was important and 
stressed that “we have to do 
our best to support the Pales¬ 
tinian. Arab and Muslim exis¬ 
tence in the Holy City." 

Chairman of the Higher 
Council for Palestinian Tour¬ 
ism. Hani Abu Deiyeh said 
‘ tflat lack of finance is the 
• bigaesi problem facing the 
PNA. 

He added that the main 
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Arab Businessmen call for a halt 
in nornwJizjation with Israel 


source of income in Jerusa¬ 
lem for many years has come 
from tourism and trade. How¬ 
ever. through its policy to 
impose blockade on the city 
Israel has destroyed its com¬ 
mercial institutions and thus 
many Palestinians were 
forced to leave the city. 

But. through participation 
and support of Palestinian 
and Jordanian businessmen. 
Abu Deiyeh added we can 
help Jerusalemites to counter 
the Israeli expansionist pol 
icy to Judaize the city. 

Hamdi AI Tabba. chairman 
of the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association, said that the 
gathering which comprised 
economic activities was con¬ 
structive and stressed that 
investing in Jerusalem is a 
beneficial economic action, 
that helps to preserve the 
Arab and Islamic identity. ■ 


EGYPTIAN BUSINESSMEN are freezing their commercial 
deals with Israel. They stress that such a decision was indepen¬ 
dent and is in no way related to government pressure. 

Pointing out that there is no official instruction in Egypt ban¬ 
ning dealing with Israel, businessmen confirm that they arc 

committed to a unified Arab stance that calls lor a complete halt 
to the normalization process with Israel Egyptian Businessmen 
Association (EBA1 Chairman Taher Al Sharif vaid that such 
Ktion is necessary to resurrect what he called "the psychologi¬ 
cal barrier” between Arabs and Israelis, something that was 
recreated by the hardline stance of Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu. . .. 

Israel has to expect a sharp decline in us commercial ties with 
Arabs, as long as it continues to ignore Palestinian rights and 
insist on its expansionist policy of confiscating more Arab lands 

'"ISisdcs’ reveal that the size of commercial exchange 
between Egypt and Israel reached $204 million in the first halt 
of 1996 (including oil products 1. This is compared to an 
exchange of $197 million in 1995. according to figures released 

b S P «“l. M iTi"un l n=s arc ia favor of S ., 
pending ties. These include Morocco (which was the first to call 
foTnormalization with Israel, but now rakes an opposite stance). 

and the Arab Gulf, especially Qatar and Oman. 

In these cases, Arab businessmen in those countries are at the 
forefront, in stopping initiatives and joint ventures with Israel. 
Oarar for instance, has cancelled a joint natural gas deal. 

ifis high time that Arab states as well as Arab busincssnten 
join forces to strengthen their position and launch a campaign 
against Israeli hegemony and obstinacy that gives no considem- 

tl " meeting, the ministerial council of the Arab League 
rcco^endStivat its member states freeze normal.zauon as a 


British Midland announces 
major new aircraft 
acquisition programme 


BritishBank increases 

profits by 20% in 1996 


■ Hot cheques over last 
year recorded an increase 
of 10 percent to total 
450,000. according to 
latest official statistics. 
As a result 15,000 people 
have been held in 
custody. 



BRITISH MIDLAND, the airline for Europe, is to place 
orders, with Airbus Industries for 20 new aircraft. In a deal 

to take delivery of eight A32I*. 
aircraft and 12 A320s, 160-seat aircraft phased over the 
SKsve years with three .4321s entering wtahlh 
soring 1998. BuBtinto the deal is an option 
2K» upgrade the A320 order to the larger .4321, hotdd 
the demand for capacity exceed the airlines present 

^TteMder is the largest so far placed by a Bri tfahramer 
JRjr' aircraft built by the European manufacturing 

of engines, between CFML a Franco- 
Ainetfcau consortium and IAE. partnership of Rolls 
Rovce,. MTU of Germany, Pratt and Whitney, the Jap®" 
newAETO Engine Consortium and Flat Aviarionc is to be 
finalized lat er , following negotiations with both suppliers. 

jriflcant'vote of confidence In the future of our business and 

JSSSi .1 European 

which are likely to remain, mean that a growing mj* 

each as British Midland has to increase ain^l capacity m 
order to maximize utilization of dots. “YV e predict 
ned healthy growth In demand for our seiwrccs. TTie ii 
SSfote buaness-dass seats In our Diamond Euro Class 
cabin provide more room and comfort Tor our customers 
SrtrJdnce the overall number of seats on each aircraft 

<***,*» 

offered by the A328 family of aircraft, ideally suite the pre- 
S$S Sd route expansion of the airlme dur.ng te 
next phase of the development of our business, b»r 
Michael added. ■ 


HSBC Holdings PLC. of which 
the BritishBank is a principal 
party, announced their 1996 
results in March. The high¬ 
lights show that operating 
profit before provisions was up 
20% to £4,519 million while 
pre-tax profit was up 23% to 
£4.524 million. This resulted in 
a return on average sharehold¬ 
ers funds of 21.3%. 

The Group Chairman, Sir 
William Purves. commented 
that the good results demon¬ 
strated solid growth in business 
and improved profitability in 
all of the major geographic 
regions where the Group oper¬ 
ates. The British Bank of the 
Middle East reported an attrib¬ 
utable profit of £62 million 
compared wilh £58 million for 
IV95, an increase of 7%. Bri- 
tishBank opened branches in 
Baku. Azerbijan and Seeb. 
Oman during 1996. HongKong 
Bank, also pan of the HSBC 
Group, opened new offices m 
Australia. Bangladesh, Taiwan 
and the Philippines. 

BritishBank is the largest 
and most widely represented 
international bank in the Mid¬ 
dle East with 28 branches 
tlirouchout the U.A.E.. Jordan. 
Oman. Bahrain. Qatar and Leb¬ 
anon. an offshore banking unit 


in Bahrain and a new branch to 
be opened shortly in Ramallah. 

This extensive regional cov¬ 
erage is enhanced by its asso¬ 
ciates Saudi British Bank and 
Egyptian British Bank, in addi¬ 
tion to its Middle Eastern net¬ 
work the Bank has branches in 
Bombay and Trivandrum in 
Indian and Baku, Azerbijan. It 
also has Private Banking opera¬ 
tions in London and Geneva. 

BritishBank is a principal 
member of the HSBC Group 
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lion 


since 1959. Headquartered in 
London with over 3.400 offices 
in 78 countries and assets as of 
December ‘96 of $402 biF 
the HSBC Group is 
among the world’s largest 
banking and Financial services 
organisations. Among the other 
principal members of the 
Group are HongKong Bank in 
Asia, Midland Bank in Europe 
and Marine Midland Bank in 
the United States of America. 


AKO We niUlUittU ruiMiii ‘vi --- , r __ 

venedinMunan early last week. With the participation or more 
ihan250 Jordanian. Palestinian and Arab busineamen. £i rom- 
oanv was established for the salvation of Jerusalem from Judai 
22n Z acapital of $100 million. A fund-raising campaign 
SSl be launched by the company's founders to build housing 
complexes for Arab inhabitants in Jerusalem, to punier tire 
Israeli policy to force them to immigrate. Such steps could be a 
way in the right direction. ■ _ 


US Airways March load 
factor a record 75.2 


ARLINGTON—US Airways traffic increased 11.9 percent in 
scheduled service for last March compared lo the same urne in 
1996. The monthly load factor of 75.2 percenL was an all-time 

^The increase of 11.9 percent in revenue passenger miles came on 
an increase of 5.3 per cent in available seat miles. For domestic 
travel the revenue passeneer mile increase was ! ■- percent on an 
S^ToM. 4 percent in available seal miles For aMnri 
travel, the revenue passenger mile increase was 98- percent whi 

aV m^SfS'or b of 8 7« ! ^'l for fhe month was4.4 par- 
cent higher than the comparable figure March 1996. The nunw 
of passengers carried for the mown was 5.3 million, up 5.4 percent 
froml996 The average length of journey—715.5 miles-was up 

ner-fiist three months of 1997. revenue passenger miles in 
scheduled service were up by 13.7 percent over the crnnpnriMe 
period of 1996 while available seat miles were up by 7.3 pmott. 
the system load factor for the period was b8.4 percenL an increase 
of 3 8 percentage points over 1996. The number of passengers 
boar d K j P !I^ 4.9 million—was an increase of 7.2 percent and the 
average passenger joumy of 713.9 miles was up by six per- cent. 


IMF Looks into 

fund for Arafat 


By Ross Dunn in Jerusalem 
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ISRAELS TRANSFER of 
almost £100 million in tax rev¬ 
enue to a secret bank account 
under the control of Yassir 
Arafat, president of the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority, is being 
investigated by the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund. 

Money has been deposited in 
the account since 1994 to'reim- 
burse the authority for export 
taxes levied on fuel intended 


for Palestinian consumers. But 
an internal IMF document says 
the account, wilh a Tel Aviv 
bank, is "not under the supervi¬ 
sion or control of the Palestin¬ 
ian Finance Ministry." 

According to Western diplo¬ 
mats, only two people can oper¬ 
ate the account. Mr Arafat and 
Mohammed Rashid, his senior' 
economic adviser. Other taxes 
that Israel has agreed to trans¬ 
fer to the authority were sent to 
banks outside Israel. 


Haaretz, the Israeli daily, 
says at least part of the money 
deposited in the secret account 
was intended to elude the 
supervision of donor nations 
such as the United Nations. 
The newspaper said some of 
the funds were used to pay for 
the “bloated Palestinian secur¬ 
ity apparatus and the salaries of 
tens of thousands of superflu¬ 
ous clerks—purposes not 
authorized by the donor 
nations." 
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A senior Israeli ofFicial said • 
some of the tunds were 
intended for two different pur¬ 
poses. One was to get Mr Ara¬ 
fat. his family and u few senior 
officials away in the event of a 
coup. The other was a group of 
actions that the Ararat adminis¬ 
tration fell committed to 
finance in order to keep politi¬ 
cal power bases. This was also 
expenditure that donor nations 
would never approve, the offi¬ 
cial said. 

But Palestinian Deputy Eco¬ 
nomic and Trade Minister. Dr 
Maher Al Kurd, defended such 
practices. "The Palestinian 
Authority has the power to 
create economic reserves for 
itself in case of an er| ier- 
gency—something like a civil 
war. It’s a shame the donor 
nations and the state of Israel 
do not understand this.” 

n>e issue is to be raised 
before Israel’s parliamentary 
Finance committee next week. 
Silvan Shalcom. the co¬ 
ordinator for the committee, 
said "Previous governments 
transferred the funds to Arafat 
so that he would be so land as 
to carry on with the Oslo 
process." 

Avraham ShochaL a former 
Israeli Finance Minister, said 
the funds were transferred 
under arrangements made in 
the so-called Paris accords 
which govern economic coop¬ 
eration between Israel and the 
Palestinians. ■ 
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By John Daniszewski 


KUNEITRA, Syria—When this city was 
alive, young men (lined and girls gos¬ 
siped. shopkeepers prospered and chil¬ 
dren played pranks, peasants dreamed of 
independence and struggled to get ahead. 
Or at least this is the vision of Mo¬ 
hammed Malaz. a Syrian director whose 
critically acclaimed new film. “A! Leif 
(The Night;, recounts the Kuneitra that 


once was. 

Nothing is left of that world. Kuneitra 
today is a museum of destruction, its 
buildings now in broken concrete shards. 
They are a monument to Syria’s contin¬ 
ued grievances with Israel over owner¬ 
ship of the water-rich Golan Heights and 
a apt symbol of a peace process that 
seems in rubble. 

Of all of Israel'5 Arab neighbors. Syr¬ 
ia's position may be the most demonized 
and perhaps the least understood. It has 
been branded a supporter of terrorism, an 
enemy of peace, an implacable foe of the 
Jewish state. 

Bui from this side of the border, where 
Syrians look up aL the Israeli army guns 
that bear down on Damascus itself from 
the snow-capped heights of Mount Her¬ 
man. Syrians see themselves not as ag¬ 
gressors but as victims—powerless to 
stop the occupation of some of their rich¬ 
est land, relegated to the back bench of 
the peace process and abandoned by 
American peace brokers. 

Syria has made it clear it is no longer 
committed to the destruction of Israel. The 
Syrians' inability to compete militarily 
with Krael is obvious, especially since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, which was 
Damascus' principal arms supplier. Syria 
needs peace and offers, in return, to put 
the linal stamp on Israel's secure exis¬ 
tence in the Middle East. 

But before Syria finally will make 
peace with Israel, it says it must get back 
what it believes it is due under internation¬ 
al law and IN resolutions—the Golan 
Heights, captured by Israel in 1967. 


"Syria insists on its own territories." 
Information Minister Mohammed Sal¬ 
man said. “Any Syrian official who 
would give up an inch of land will be 
classified by history as a traitor." 

After all. Egypt—when it made its 
breakthrough for peace with Israel—got 
back the Sinai.' Syrians wiJJ tell you. 
Why shouldn't Syria get back the Golan? 
“Their self-esteem as leader of the Arab 
world requires that they get at (east as 
good a deal as Egypt, a country they re¬ 
gard as their equals. They feel hard done 
that people don't appreciate their posi¬ 
tion in the West." said one Western dip¬ 
lomat in Damascus, the capital. 

But prospects for that seem slim. 

Since the election of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Israel has taken a 
hard line on retaining the Golan. Where 
the Israeli governments of Yitzhak Rabin 
and Shimon Peres were willing to barter 
the Golan for peace. Netanyahu's gov¬ 
ernment has vowed to keep most if not 
all of it. 

Negotiations have not taken place 
since a scries of bus bombings in Israel 
last year prompted Israel to suspend talks 
that had been taking place under Ameri¬ 
can auspices. 

In an unusually detailed interview pub¬ 
lished in January by the Journal of Pales¬ 
tine Studies, Walid Moualcm. the chief 
Syrian negotiator, could not hide his dis¬ 
appointment After four years of discus¬ 
sions. good progress was being made in 
the peace negotiations, he said, until 
Peres upset everything with his call for 
early Israeli elections. If not for that, he 
said, a deal might have been reached by 
last summer. 

For Syria, the most important accom¬ 
plishment of the aborted negotiations 
was that Israel agreed to a full withdraw¬ 
al to the 1967 boundaries, asserted 
Moualcm. w-ho is also Syria’s ambassa¬ 
dor to Washington. 

But if such a promise were made— 
Israel maintains that Peres government 
negotiators were talking only hypotheti¬ 


cally—it has been negated by the elec¬ 
tion of Netanyahu, who. unlike his prede¬ 
cessor. deems the Golan "essential to the 
security of the stale" 

Syrian President Hafez Assad has de¬ 
manded the negotiations pick up where 
they broke off. But Netanyahu insists on 
a fresh start, and that kind of talk infuri¬ 
ates the Syrians. 

The film "Al Leil" recalls Kuneitra be¬ 
fore it was ruined in the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion of 1967-1974. Moviegoers see it 
through the eyes of a young man and his 
mother who return to his now-devastated 
birthplace. "The director wanted to show 
chat, along with destroying the Golan 
land, memories and people also were de¬ 
stroyed." said Saad Kasem. editor of Syr¬ 
ia's Arts Magazine. 

On a recent Friday, it was a case of life 
imitating an. Haitham Daass. 31. decided 
to show visiting friends the house where 
he was bom. In a country such as Syria, 
where generations of families arc deeply 
rooted to the same piece of land, such ex¬ 
cursions can uim emotional. And. in¬ 
deed. at his family home, a few hundred 
yards front the frontier with ihe Israeli- 
occupied territories. Djj» found himself 
weeping. 

The home ih ji he left while still an in¬ 
fant is nothing hut a pile of smashed con¬ 
crete and twisted steel rods, overgrown 
with weeds. "They sa\ they want peace 
for peace.’ Daass said of the Israelis. 
"How cart we have any re I. it ion ship with 
them at the same time "that our land is oc¬ 
cupied?" 

Ever since Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat broke Ar.ih unity and made a >ep.tr- 
ufc peace uith Israel in l‘>79. AssaJ has 
struggled to maintain a united front to 
wrest a comprehensive peace settlement 
that would require Israel to surrender 
Anth lands conquered in 1967. 

Assad's biographer. Patrick Seale, says 
the Syrian leader’s guiding aim was to 
keep Lebanon. Jordan and the Palestinians 
fn»m striking separate deals that would 
weaken Syria's cause. To his supporters. 
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Yelling at each other: Families on the Golan Heights have long been divided because of the Israeli occupation 


Assad's stances were consistent and prin¬ 
cipled Detractors, however, say Assad 
has been stubborn and inflexible. 

He did. finally, agree to the US- 
sponsored Madrid Conference in 1991. 
which promised a comprehensive Arab- 
Isracli settlement based on the principle of 
"land tor peace." After Madrid. Jordan 
and Israel reached peace. And while the 
progress toward peace has been fitful be¬ 
tween Israel and the Palestinians, the stall 
in the negotiations between Jerusalem and 
Damascus hits helped make a "fin-de- 
regitne" gloom in Syria. 

.No tine knows how much time Assad 
ho> to resolve the issue. In fact, the 
biggc>t diplomatic guessing game in town 
is about the health of the 67-year-old lead¬ 
er. and what happens when he goes. 

Pnnroii> ol Assad are e\ erywbere in 
Syria, and many hear the inscription. "Our 
leader forever." But he has been gaunt and 
gray for years, had heart troubles in the 
early 19SU> and dropped from view in ear¬ 
ly January. u ith the government later an¬ 
nouncing he had undergone prostate sur- 
eerv 

But at a February news conference, he 
appeared relatively fit and in control. And 


Syrian officials go out of their way to as¬ 
sure visitors of Assad's good health and to 
dismiss rumors that a question of succes¬ 
sion is imminent- 

Since Basel. Assad's oldest son and 
heir apparent, died in an automobile acci¬ 
dent three years ago. natch speculation 
has focused on the Syrian leader’s second 
son. Bashar. 32. as a possible successor. 
An ophthalmology student in Britain 
when his brother died, be was brought 
home and sent to tank commander school 
and is sard to he building his own network 
of supporters in Syria. 

Diplomats, however, think a more like¬ 
ly successor in the near term would be 
from among Assad's longtime allies, such 
as Vice President Abdel-Halim Khaddam 
or armed forces Chief of Staff Hikmat 
Shehabi 

It is hard to imagine Syria without As¬ 
sad, who. as defense minister, seized pow¬ 
er in 1970 to end a 25-year cycle of coups 
and counter-coups that had sapped the 
cotuary. 

Alonz with his Baathist Arab social¬ 


ism—a ane-pa.iv governing system remi¬ 
niscent of the Soviet model—he imposed 
order and unity . Although he is a member 


of the religious Ala wile minority aodbas:;: 
brutallv repressed the Islamic Muslim/ 
Brotherhood. Assad has retained his pbpK/y 
larity in Syria and across the Arab world* 
in part because of howhe standsrip to 
rael and because he seems above corrap-’;/ 
tion, diplomats say. ' 

Although there have been signs of eas- . A 
ing in recent years, including the freeing 
of more than 1,200 political prisoners,?; 
Syria remains totalitarian. Diplomats say 
its highest aim, even more than achieving- , 
peace, is preserving its grip. 

And it may be why Syria is not in , a 
greater hurry 1 to negotiate for peace, one’/ ', 
diplomat suggested, saying, “If you have . 
open borders with Israel and no danger of _ 
attack, then there should be more democ:/ 
racy here.” . . •; 

Syrians, however, insist that this time it-?: 
is not they who are slowing things down, }■ 
but rather the Israelis. ’ ' ■ . L'/ 

"One of the most wanted dreams of tte ‘ ' 
early Israelis was that Arabs accept the ex-? 
istence of Israel in this area," said Salman, : 
the information minister. “This is the bis-/ . 
torical moment." ■ . - 

LA Times- Washington Post \; ■ 
News Service.. 
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Ethiopian Jews see bigotry A bitter taste of 
behind soldiers ’ suicides the peace process 


By Roula Khaiaf 


By John Daniszewski 


JERUSALEM—When a base 
docior last monlh mid Molla 
Belay to discard three crates of 
sandwiches that he had jusi pre¬ 
pared as part of his kitchen 
duties. the Ethiopian-born 
Israeli soldier assumed the prob¬ 
lem was not in ihe food hut in 
prejudice here against his dark 
skin and ancestry, relatives say. 

Belay followed orders. He 
worked all night to remake the 
sandwiches. But the next day. 
trembling and barely able to 
speak, he put his rifle in his 
mouth and pulled the trigger. 

He is one of three Ethiopian- 
horn soldiers in the Israeli army 
to have committed suicide since 
January, raising anew concents 
about racism in the ranks and in 
Israeli society. 

Besides these incidents. Israe¬ 
lis learned last week that Avi 
Asemara. another Ethiopian- 
born soldier, two months ago 
was thrown out of an army 
clinic by a major who told sub¬ 
ordinates to post a sign saying. 
“No kushh (blacks! allowed.” 

"I went in my room and cried 
for an hour and a half." said the 
humiliated soldier. The major 
got an official reprimand; Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
outraged, invited Asemara for a 
meeting. The parliament's 
immigration committee held a 
hearing on the incident 

Ethiopian Jews came to Israel 


in two spectacular 
airlifts in 1984 and 
1991. They now 
number about 
60.000 in a Jewish 
population of 4.5 
million. Initially 
welcomed as long- 
losi kin, some Ethio¬ 
pians complain they 
never have been 
fully accepted as 
Jews and fellow citi¬ 
zens in Israel 

Some private 
schools and kinder¬ 
gartens have refused 
to accept Ethiopi¬ 
ans. Israeli blood 
banks for years 
threw out blood 
donated by the 
immigrants from 
North Africa, fear¬ 
ing that they carried 
AIDS. Poverty runs 
high among the 
Ethiopian minority. Pvt An * 
with many still in been try 
the cramped trailer 
parks provided by 
the government when they first 
arrival. And in the military, an 
institution many Israelis idealize 
as the melting pot and leveler of 
society, some Ethiopians say 
they have been taunted and stig¬ 
matized by officers and fellow 
recruits. 

“Every morning when I get 
to the base, six soldiers are wait¬ 
ing for me who clap their hands 



Pvt Avi Afermare is just one of the many Ethiopian soldiers that Prime 
been trying to comfort against racism in the Israeli army. 


Minister Netanyahu has 


and yell: The kushi is here!" 
recruit Alcne Tamene. 22, told 
his niece the day before his 
March 24 suicide, according to 
the Jerusalem Post. 

Belay. 24. had just agreed to 
take charge of arrangements for 
a brother’s wedding and had 
only five months left before get¬ 
ting out of the army, said Molla 
Mengistu, an older cousin who 
noted. “Everything in his family 
was so good. His future was so 
bright.” 

Gentle and reticent, often bur¬ 


occur. he conceded, "but the 
army knows how to deal with 
these." 

But Adisu MassalSL the first 
Ethiopian-born member of the 
Knesset, or parliament, sees "a 
very deep problem." He says the 
1.750 Ethiopian-born Israelis in 
uniform make up only 0.4 per¬ 
cent of the military force but 
have accounted for one-third of 
the army's suicides in recent 
years. While he agrees that 
racism is the exception, it exists 


and must be dealt with. 

Shlomo Mula, chairman of 
the Umbrella Organization of 
Ethiopian Immigrants, said the 
army could start improving by 
cracking down on racist lan¬ 
guage. "We came here to be 
Israelis and to integrate into the 
Israeli society. We did noi come 
from jungle." Mula says. "We 
came here as Jews." ■ 


LA Time- Washington Post 
News Service 


IT WAS while eating mc'mul. 
the Easter pastry my mother 
sent from Beirut, with its 
blend of rich nuts, and taste 
resemblance to a pecan tart 
that the awkward subject of 
Middle East peace arose. 

Ma "mul means something 
dose to “confection", so there 
is not much mystery, but it is 
definitely messy and only the 
most gifted individual can eat- 
one without being sprinkled 
with powdered sugar. 

The pistachio filling was 
rolling around in my mouth 
when suddenly, courtesy of 
the television, we were shar¬ 
ing the room in London with 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli prime minister. At that 
moment, when I was trying to 
concentrate on the pastry. I 
realized that the world was 
changing, the Arab world. I 
mean. 

Very casually, almost as 
though she was suggesting 
that there was too much sugar 
coating on the ma'mul. or that 
she preferred date filling to 
pistachio, my friend, a very 
close friend, suggested that 
Netanyahu needed 10 bombs 
in Tel Aviv, not one. to under¬ 
stand how Arabs felt. 

My friend is Palestinian, but 
l never figured her for a sup¬ 
porter of radical groups, such 
as Hamas, the Islamist move¬ 
ment opposed to peace. She 
certainly is not and that is 
what shocked me. 
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dened with feelings of inferior¬ 
ity because of their rural 
upbringing and lack of educa¬ 
tion. Ethiopians often do not 
speak up for themselves, stud 
Mengistu. an adviser to the 
health ministry. "Because they 
are so innocent, because they 
don’t want to disturb the army, 
they kill themselves instead." he 
said. 

Leaders in the Ethiopian com¬ 
munity say 20 soldiers with 
ancestry in their homeland have 
committed suicide in the past 
three years. The army says the 
number is half that, and insists 
that most were due to factors 
unrelated to racism. 

“I think there is no other 
place outside the army where 
Ethiopian immigrants are so 
accepted, so respected," said 
Brig, Gen. Odcd Ben-Ami. an 
army spokesman. Exceptions 


Calling on all charities 


THE ESTEEMED ex-UN Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros Ghali and his wife Leah, recently returned 
from their brazing ordeal in the jungles of New York 
City, have held an exclusive garage sale in their Niie- 
view penthouse apartment in Cairo, Egypt 

Ou sale were the knickknacks and tax-free gifts they 
received during their five years at the worlds top post¬ 
ing. Invited buyers said the sale netted the couple over 
l*E. 80,000. It is said they needed to sell the objects 
because they are vacating the apartment to hopefully 
take up leadership in Pails of the Francophonie Group¬ 
ing, a posting bequeathed Boutros to console him for 
his mauling at the hands of the lioness Albright. 

Now, people are waiting to see which of Cairos many 
needy charities will receive the proceeds of this noble 
humanitarian event. ■ 

The Egyptian Gazette 



An eccentric painter who 
has spent the last 20 years in 
London, she was considered 
extreme only in her relative 
moderation. She surprised 
many around her by warmly 
embracing a Jewish son-in- 
law. 

Fifteen years ago, few 
Arabs would have been out¬ 
raged by my friend's 
comment. 

Violence was then the 
vocabulary of the day. Today, 
even among some of those 
who were part of a Palestinian 
‘terrorist organization', vio¬ 
lence is seen as futile and 
counter-productive. Nothing 
lhat happens in the Middle 
East is supposed to justify it. 

Yet it was telling that my 
friend’s remark did not elicit 
protest front the group. 

No one challenged her 
remark, or even stopped to dis¬ 
cuss iL We kept on watching 
television and eating ma 'mul. 

Only later did I begin to 
think seriously about what was 
behind her embrace of 
extremism. 

It made me realize that 
when Arabs see Benjamin 
Netanyahu on television, their 
reaction is very different from 
that of a western audience. 

His American accent, his 
reasonableness, his careful 
choice of .words and his criti¬ 
cism of terrorism who can 
argue with a condemnation of 
terrorism, and the killing of the 
innocent? 

Television seems a strange 
medium when you think about 
how different audiences react 
so strongly to the same image, 
the same words. 

To my friends. Netanyahu 
was diverting attention from 
the root cause of the violence: 
the decision to build a Jewish 
settlement in Arab East Jerusa¬ 
lem. For them, his words were 
provocative and a sign that 
what is called “the peace pro¬ 
cess’" was falling apart. 

1 was surprised by the “10 
bombs” comment, yet it fits 
with what Ghassan Salame. a 
Lebanese and professor at 
L'Institut d'Etudes Politiques 
in Paris, calls the radicalization 
of the new middle class in the 
Arab world. 

Salame says he is worried 
because Netanyahu’s policies 
are nurturing anti-Israeli feel¬ 
ings far beyond the group of 
radical Islamists long opposed 


to peace. -- i 

He also says some, of the' 
most receni attacks on Israeli:; 
targets in the strip of southern. 
Lebanon occupied by Israel 
have been carried out not only, 
by the pro-Iranian Hizbollah, 
but also by AmaJ, ihe moder¬ 
ate Shia movement. Then there ; 
is the Jordanian soldier who- 
last month killed seven IsraeU. 
schoolgirls. 

His Majesty King Hussein/ 
was so outraged that he wear, 
to Israel to visit the parents of 
the dead girls. At home, how/ 
ever, lawyers were said to be 
rushing to defend the soldier.. 
And, instead of offering out// 
rage, a Libyan ddnated'- 
$56,000 to the soldier's fam-j 
ily. and a Kuwaiti business-;:, 
man offered another SI0,000../' 
Netanyahu leads a hunt for 
clues as to whether Yassir Ara¬ 
fat. the Palestinian leader,-.- 
bears direct responsibUity/for. 
the violence. But Arabs have ; 
moved on, the issue has norcL- 
evance at all to them. They are - 
pondering the loss of all hope/ 
for peace, the loss of US credi¬ 
bility in the Arab world, an$_ 
showing a gradual return to ihe;; 
political justification . far- 
violence. . ’ '/..O' 

In the Arab world, the coif/ 
lapse of peace has reached V 
point where the references tfi. 
Netanyahu in the Arab press * 
are so insulting I hesitate-iof 
quote them. / ■ 

This is Jihad Al. Khazeti.i 
writing, the editor of Al Hayat^f 
probably the Arab world’ll 
most respected daily paper. Alv 
Khazen refers to NetanyahuVj 
“hatred, racism, lies -ahjij/ 
arrogance." ' . '/./ 

After Arab foreign ministers/; 
agreed to freeze normalisation ; 
with Israel last week, al Khar,.; 
zen suggested an economic’ 
boycott of the US. “No one/ 
has ever died of hunger/ 
because they didn't deal with/ 
the US, but how many .have; 
died dealing with it?" he asks.// 
So it has taken very yjitttef, 
rime for Arabs to revert to the . 
anti-Israeli feelings they har-; 
bored for decades and w/. 
revive their anti-US feelings,'I;.; 
sometimes forget what it wa£/r 
like before the start of what we/: 
refer to as the peace process'll 
1991. m 
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Mandela, the politician 


By Anthony Lewis 

WHEN I began visiting South 
Africa 30 years ago, ir was a 
police state that enforced offi¬ 
cial racism with a mad logic. 

Government employees clas¬ 
sified people as white or col¬ 
ored (mixed race) by testing 
the curl in their hair. Hundreds 
of thousands of blacks were 
arrested every year for being in 
a "white area" without the right 
pass. Sex across color lines was 
a crime. A teenage boy was 
sentenced to five years in 
prison under the Terrorism Act 
, for writing an anti-white poem 

V and "publishing” it by showing 
it to his girlfriend. 

I thought,then, and on many 
later visits, that South Africa 
was the most fascinating coun¬ 
try on earth. There were excep¬ 
tional human beings—bishops 
and writers and, lawyers and 
political thinkers—whose 

struggle against the system 
seemed to deepen their 
characters. 

To revisit the country now is 
a dazzling experience. The old 
sense of entering a vast prison 
is gone. There arc no restraints 
on what political creed one 
muy espouse. No one is 
"banned" or held in detention 
without trial. 

Life in South Africa is a 

V human kaleidoscope of colors: 
in shops and business offices 
and not least in Parliament, that 
farmer bastion of whiteness. 
And at the center, where for 
two generations stem Afri¬ 
kaner leaders enforced the ide¬ 
ology of racial separation, 
stands the benign, all- 
embracing figure who brought 
about the peaceful transforma¬ 
tion, President Nelson 
Mandela. 

Mandela is probably the 
most widely known political 
leader in the world, and with¬ 
out doubt the most revered. In 
an age of ethnic, religious and 
racial conflicts, societies of a 
very different character and 
history wish they had someone 
of his unifying qualities and 
N unassailable standing: 1 have 
.*!• heard that from, among others. 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Yet in profound respects 
Mandela remains a mystery. 
What exactly is the magic of 
his leadership, the means by 
which he persuades diverse 
people in what was a riven 
country to join with him? What 
enabled him to survive 27 
years in prison with our dis¬ 
abling bitterness? What makes 
him Mandela? 

The South African drama 
continues, the fascination of its 
central character undiminished. 
Now Mandela is coming under 
criticism for his government’s 
performance; people are asking 
whether the qualities that ena¬ 
bled him to lead the country 
peacefully to freedom are right 
for the fretful business of gov¬ 
erning. So 1 found on a visit 
last month to explore the Man¬ 
dela mystery. 

I talked with Mandela in the 
presidential residence outside 
Cape Town. The interview 
took place at 7 in the morning, 
in an alcove looking out across 
beautiful lawns and trees down 
the hill toward Rondebosch. a 
suburb that is the home of the 

University of Cape Town. _ 

The president came down 
after having breakfast in 
his room upstairs. No 
security men were in sight 
until an hour later. 

What lessons, 1 asked, 
did he think the South 
African story had for Bos¬ 
nia and other conflicted 
societies? ‘It would be 
presumptuous of me to 
lecture” Bosnian leaders, 
he answered. But then he 
added: ‘They thought 
through their blood and 
not through their brains. 

In countries where inno¬ 
cent people an? dying, the 
leaders are following their _ 
blood rather than their 

brains.” lf 

U was a rare piece oi sen- 
revelation, 1 tiKHight- The 
world sees Nelson Mandela as 
a man of extraordinary magna¬ 
nimity. eschewing revenge fm 
the cruelties of apartheid, 
reachi ne out to enemies, the 
IS? thing politics has to a 

Sa Troe, but not the whole 
troth. When you talk to those 
who know him best, you come 

anything but benign. He's 

map of powerful emotions but 

£s£SM3S 

StsS?*- 

that benign iDraffr .. He °has a 
close to k».J^or 
purpose, even. m g exanip f e 

reconcibaDon. wbat hap- 

cup 

played in Johannesburg 

in 1995. .__ cnort for 

Rugby Outers, 

whites. South 
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team. Before the 
World Cup matches. 

Mandela urged 
blacks lo support the 
national team. 

When 1 asked him 
about it he laughed 
and said he had worn 
a Springbok cap to 
black political meet¬ 
ings. “I told them. 

*We wish our boys 
success.’” he said, 

“and they would clap 
politely—not so 
enthusiastically.” 

Against the odds. 

South Africa made it 
into the final, against 
New Zealand Man¬ 
dela went to the 
match and astonished 
the Springboks by 
appearing in their 
locker room before it 
started, wearing the 
No. 6 green jersey of 
their captain and 
wishing them luck. 

In a great upset, the 
Springboks won. 15- 
12. (“It almost shat¬ 
tered my nerves 
because of tension,” 

Mandela said when I 
interviewed him. 

“I’m still 

recovering.’’! 

When the presi¬ 
dent walked out on 
the field to present 
the trophy, still wear¬ 
ing the green jersey, 
the Afrikaner crowd 
broke into a chant: 

“Nelson. Nelson. 

Nelson.” 

A great emotional 
moment But it was 
more than that. The 
official who told me 
about it said: “Ii had 
a devastating effect on the far- 
right white groups, the people 
who had refused to vote in 
1994 or to recognize the new 
constitution, saying. 'It’s nol 
our country.’ The groups sim¬ 
ply disintegrated. Their people 
stopped using the symbols of 
the past, the old flag, the songs. 
Mandela became the symbol of 
the whole country.” 

Symbols matter in the poli¬ 
tics of any society, any culture, 
and Mandela is a master of 
them. That is one key. to his 
leadership. There is a calculat¬ 
ing aspect to what he does, of 
course: the sense of power that 
(us o (Edaf mentioned. But he 
puts so much into a gesture that 
■ people accept its good faith. He 
did 'nol just casually support 
the rugby Springboks; he 
touted them to black audiences, 
he wore the jersey, he went to 
the locker room, he visibly 
cared. 

To carry out the Mandela 
theme of reconciliation, nol 
revenge, his new government 
as one of its first acts set up a 
Truth and Reconciliation Com¬ 
mission with power to grant 
amnesty to individuals in 
return for frill confession of a 
political crime. When 1 talked 
with the president, the commis¬ 
sion had just received amnesty 
applications from five former 
policemen involved in what 
was probably the single most 
notorious apartheid killing: the 
murder of Steve Biko, the 
young Black Consciousness 



The ever popular! Mandela with the crowds 


many years. 1 talked with half a 
dozen alumni of Rubhcn Island, 
and I learned something ihai 
surprised me. There were deep 
divisions among the prisoners, 
not only political but personal, 
even among ANC memhers. 

Relations were icnsc in 
prison. 1 was told, between 
Mandela and Govan Mheki. a 
senior ANC colleague and a 
leading figure in the Commu¬ 
nist Party. Mbcki was critical of 
Mandela's good relations with 
what he called right-wing ele¬ 
ments. They included Bulhelc/i 
and some tribal chiefs whom 
Mandela, who was from a 
Xftosa chief s family, acknowl¬ 
edged as leaders of a kind. 

However sharp the dispute 
with Mbeki. Mandela did nol 
visit it on the next generation. 
He has made Govan's son. 
Thabo Mbeki. the deputy presi¬ 
dent and his heir apparent. As 
for Communism, the odd fact is 
that when apartheid fell, the 
Communist leaders Joe Slovo 
and Chris Hani played a crucial 
part in winning acceptance of 
the compromises necessary for 
a peaceful transition. 

Many people told me (hat 
Mandela does not like what he 
considers ad homincm attack}, 
or confrontations. One said: 
“With all the warm things he 
does, inside he can be hard. He 
has a terrible grudge against 
anyone who has crossed him— 
once you’ve lost favor with 
him, he never lets go. Thai's the 
mistake that Winnie made: 


Finally, among the felt doubts 
about Mandela as president, 
there is a concern that he has 
carried his emphasis on unity 
too far, to the point of 
dampening the criticism that 
characterizes democracy. 


Hence blacks 
Africa’s 




movement leader who died of 
brain damage while he was in 
jail in 1977. 

At the time, under oath, the 
police denied responsibility for 
his death. Now they said they 
had killed him inadvertently. 
The extent and truth of their 
confessions must be tested at 
hearings where in other cases, 
the details were so gruesome 
that the commission chairman, 
retired Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, p«t his head down on the 

table and wept 

I asked the president 
whether the public would con¬ 
tinue to support the policy of 
amnesty as the horrifying truth 
of what happened to Steve 
Biko and others came out In 
fact,” he answered, “some of 
the relatives of the victims 
have said. ‘We don't want 
revenge, but we want to know 
wbfli happened.* 0 our belov¬ 
eds.’ And that is an indication. 

If a person who has actually 

suffered can say that, then you 

toow people understand that 
you can’t build a united nation 
on me basis of revenge. 

B was not easy for Mandela 

ro ake his view prevail, as the 
Smauce about his person may 
££& » ihink. He l-d» 
for hU pragmatism over 


thinking he would forever he at 
her beck and call. She will 
never gel dose to him again, 
because he has finally taken the 
turn.” 

As to Winnie Mandela, ii 
must be added that he did not 
move immediately for a divorce 
when he understood that she 
would not live with him as a 
wife. He waited until her trial 
for kidnapping was over, lest 
their public separation disad¬ 
vantage her. And his lawyer. 
George Bizos, represented her. 
Magnanimity—but it could also 
be said that the respectful way 
he dealt with her and the regret 
with which he announced the 
divorce minimized the possibil¬ 
ity of antagonizing her young 
supporters in the ANC. 

In politics, it was hard for 
some of the prisoners to accept 
the idea of negotiating with the 
apartheid regime. ”1 had to sit 
down with my colleagues,” 
Mandela told me. “and say. ‘Let 
us talk with our enemies. Let us 
■Suppress our feelings.’” That is 
what happened after 1990. 

In his character and his place 
in his country’s history, Man¬ 
dela brings lo mind George 
Washington. Of course they arc 
worlds apart, in time and cul¬ 
ture. But Washington’s biogra¬ 


phers. too. describe him as a 
man uf strong emotions who 
suppressed them in the interest 
of creating a nation. His disci¬ 
plined leadership held the quar¬ 
reling colonies together in war 
and kept such strong-minded 
political antagonists as Thomas 
Jefferson and Alexander Ham¬ 
ilton together in his Cabinet. 

“There is in the file of a 
country hut one such person: 
we are just lucky that he 
came along at this time.” 
That was said to me of Man¬ 
dela hy his lawyer. George 
Bizos. It sounds like the stan¬ 
dard appraisal of Washing¬ 
ton. The face that Washing¬ 
ton presented to the world 
was not Mandela’s disarming 
smile hut an austere formal¬ 
ity. But the two seem similar 
in the controlled personali¬ 
ties that made them the irre¬ 
placeable fathers ol their 
countries. 

The question emerging in 
South Africa is whether the 
Great Reconciler is also a greai 
president. In Washington’s day 
there was world enough and 
lime. In Mandela’s. South Afri¬ 
cans. like everyone else, have 
to compete pell-mell in a world 
economy. A fast-growing pop¬ 
ulation suffers from unemploy¬ 
ment that may be as high as 40 
percent, a grotesquely unequal 
distribution of wealth, appall¬ 
ing crime. Voices are begin¬ 
ning to be heard complaining 
about Mandela's record on 
those and other problems. 

"The young arc led 
up." a prominent black 
figure told me. “with 
40O.U0U coming on the 
job market every year 
and few jobs. They think 
this old man has been too 
much of a moderate, too 
reconeiliatory. too 

compromising." 

Beyond these specific 
areas of doubt about the 
Mandela government's 
performance, there is crit¬ 
icism from all quarters 
about the way it gmcm>. 
The complaint is that the 
president is too auto¬ 
cratic. loo loyal to failed 
Cabinet ministers who go 
into a defensive crouch 
whch their mistakes are 
exposed. 

Finally, among the felt 
doubts about Mandela as pres¬ 
ident, there is a concern that 
he has carried his emphasis on 
unity too far. to the point of 
dampening the criticism that 
characterizes democracy. 

To me. such criticisms arc 
overshadowed— 
overwhelmed—by hi.s 

achievements in the last three 
years. 

1 find South Africans today 
less resentful, less guilty, less 
prickly about race than many 
Americans The suhmissiye- 
ncss ot some blacks is fading 
along with white lordliness. 
Young black lawyers call sen¬ 
ior white colleagues by their 
first names: a social 
revolution. 

But it is the acceptance of a 
human rights culture that 
struck me most powerfully on 
this visit. Law used to be an 
instrument of oppression. It 
dictated where you could live, 
whom you could marry', what 
you could read. The masters of 
that system rejected all 
demands for legal protection 
of individual rights, and many 
feared that when change came 
the -new masters would be as 


unrelenting toward 
the old. 

What. then, is the 
source ol Nelson 
Mandela s leader¬ 
ship.' The friends I 
have quoted men¬ 
tioned his discipline, 
his m.isicr> uf sym¬ 
bols. hi> single- 
minded purpose, his 
magnanimity. his 
patience, his realism, 
his sense of power. 

Patrick Lekota is a 
younger man who 
met Mandela on 
Rohhcn Island and 
became an ANC 
supporter there. He 

has just been made 
chairman of the new 
upper house uf Par¬ 
liament. the National 
Council ol Prov¬ 
inces. When I asked 
him. he listed these 
qualities: 

"First nt all. con¬ 
sistency I cannot 
ihink of a day when 
he seemed to flag in 
his commitment to 
the struggle for free¬ 
dom ui even for hel¬ 
ler prison condi¬ 
tions. His stamina. 
t>> pursue an issue 
right tu the end. 
There's a certain 
deliberateness. If 
you arc deliberate in 
iaking the risks of a 
certain course of 
action, then nothing 
can shock you 
because you’ve 
already come to 
terms with the pos¬ 
sibility. And he is 
at peace with 
himself.” 

Toward the end of the inter¬ 
view . i asked the president 
how he would like to be 
remembered. I mentioned Jef¬ 
ferson’s tombstone, which by 
his choice says nothing of his 
having been president. Laugh¬ 
ing. Mandela said. "Well, that 
would be very egotistic of me. 
to say how I would like to be 
remembered. I’d leave that 
entirely to South Africans.” 
t u he said chat he had 
”i. ached the stage of planning 
my death.” Then, in a soft 
voice, he added. “I would just 
like a simple stone on which is 
written. ’Mandela.”’ ■ 

(Anthony Lewis is a colum¬ 
nist fur The \ew York Times.) 


Mao’s tomb closes 
amid rumors he 
won’t be back 



By Rone Tempest 

BEIJING—The massive sione 
mausoleum containing the pre¬ 
served body of Chinese lejder 
Mao Tse-tung closed this week 
for repairs that officials said 
will Lake at least eight months. 
But w ill jr reopen? And if so. 
it ill it be moved from its domi¬ 
nant position in Tiananmen 
Square ? 

The committee responsible 
for the mausoleum—where 
Mao’s flag-draped body has 
rested in a cry stal sarcophagus 
since 1977—insists that the re¬ 
furbished tomb will reopen ear¬ 
ly next year. 

Tuesday, the last day the 
mausoleum was open to the 
public, many parts of the build¬ 
ing were boarded up and the 
sound of pounding hammers 
echoed through the grimy ante¬ 
rooms. 

But as the cufiist fervor of 
the Mao era recedes in a coun¬ 
try that is now ran more by 
committee than by charisma, 
some have suggested that it 
might be a good Time to make a 
symbolic break with China's 
troubled revolutionary past. Ru¬ 
mors abound that the rehabilita¬ 
tion is really a removal. 

“It would be a good thing if 
it closed forever.” said Fei 
Wangxia. 30. a Shanghai real 
estate agent. "It would mean 
that the feudal thing is vanish¬ 
ing and that China is really pro- 
gressing.’’ 

There was widespread oppo¬ 


sition to construction of the 
tomb when first proposed after 
Mao's death in 1976. Mao him¬ 
self had asked to be cremated 
..and had signed a 1956 ”no em¬ 
balming” ' pledge circulated 
among the leaden,. 

Deng Xiaoping, his eventual 
successor, made no secret of 
his disdain for the hulking 
tomb at the center of China’s 
most sacred square—which, in 
the dynastic age. was also con¬ 
sidered the epicenter of all hu¬ 
man life on Earth. The tomb 
sits on an axis that radiates 
from the Forbidden City. It 
blocks the “qi”—or spirit—that 
extends in a line from the an¬ 
cient home of emperors 
through a series of southern 
gates into the heart of China. 

Significantiy. following his 
wishes. Deng’s body was cre¬ 
mated after his Feb. 19 death 
and his ashes were scattered at 
sea. 

The official explanation for 
the closing of Mao’s tomb was 
that the building badly needed 
repair, what with more than 
110 million people having 
come to see the chairman's 
corpse. 

“We needed to do some ren¬ 
ovation on the interior.” said a 
Mao Memorial Committee 
spokesman. He responded 
haughtily to suggestions that 
Mao's body might be moved, 
possibly to his hometown of 
Shaoshart in Hunan province, 
where a villager has built an¬ 
other Mao mausoleum com¬ 


plete with an empty crypt. 
“Move it'. 1 Who said siV? These 
arc just wild rumors.” the offi¬ 
cial said. 

But in the days leading lo the 
1 April closing, tens of thou¬ 
sands uf Chinese flocked to the 
capital to view the body—from 
which, like a jack-o’-lantern, an 
eerie orange glow diffuses—of 
the man who led China's revo¬ 
lution but whose rule was also 
marked by political purges, fa¬ 
mine of unimaginable” honor 
and the terrible 10-year Cultu¬ 
ral Revolution. 

On 31 March, more than 
10.000 Chinese stood in line at 
the mausoleum. Outside, the at¬ 
mosphere was one of a temple 
fair. In shops on the south side 
of the tomb, merchants hawked 
an assortment of Maoist ico¬ 
nography. including Mao Me¬ 
morial Hall brand' cigarettes, 
toys, sport shoes, zodiac jewel¬ 
ry. luggage, electric razors, 
statues'of Buddha, processed 
food and cold Coca-Cola. 

While similar stalls at other 
tourist attractions across China 
are rented out lo vendors, all 
the tombside merchants be¬ 
longed to the Mao Memorial 
Hall work unit. One 45-year- 
old woman, asked what she 
would do in the time that the 
building was cioscd. said sim¬ 
ply: “Go home and wait for it 
to reopen." ■ 

LA Times-Woshinglon Post 
News Service _ 
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By Lucy Komisar 


LAST NOVEMBER a truck crashed into a 
Mercedes-Benz in Susurluk. 90 miles 
south of Istanbul, and killed three Turkish 
passengers: a fugitive heroin smuggler and 
hitman, a former high-ranking police offi¬ 
cer and a former “Miss Cinema.*' 

The lone survivor was a right-wing 
member of parliament. 

In the car’s trunk, police found a forged 
passport, police identification papers, 
ammunition, silencers and machine guns. 

Abdullah Catli. (he fugitive heroin 
smuggler, had escaped from a Swiss 
prison. The dead beauty queen, Gonca Uz, 
was his girlfriend. 

The police officer was Huseyin Koca- 
dag. head of a Turkish police academy and 
a former Istanbul deputy police chief who 
reportedly organized hit squads in the 
southeast whose missions are to kill Kurd¬ 
ish guerrillas and their supporters. 

The survivor. Sedal Bucak. a member of 
parliament from Turkey's conservative 
True Path Party, is reportedly in charge of 
2.000 Kurdish mercenaries paid by the 
government to fight Kurdish rebels. 

The car crash has created a sensation in 
Turkey and has led parliament to hold 
hearings on the tics linking the True Path 
Party, the police and thugs such as Catli. 
Newspapers in Turkey are making connec¬ 
tions between what they are calling the 
"state gang"' and a secret paramilitary 
force that for decades has attacked mem¬ 
bers of the left. 

But as Turkish investigators dig they 
may come across one more hidden connec¬ 
tion: The United States set up that secret 
paramilitary force at the height of the Cold 
War. 

In the 1950s the United States was con¬ 
cerned that the Soviet Union would con¬ 
quer much of Western Europe. The CIA 
and the Pentagon came up with a plan to 
establish secret resistance groups within 
various Western European countries that 
would fight against the predicted Soviet 
occupation. 

These groups were called “stay-behind” 
organizations—little cells of paramilitary 
units chat would take on the Soviets behind 
enemy lines. By now Belgium, France, the 
Netherlands. Greece. Italy and Germany 
haye all acknowledged that they partici¬ 
pated in (he covert network. 

The United States funded these stay- 
behind groups for decades. Even though 
there vvas no Soviet occupation, some of 
the groups did take up arms—against left- 
wing dissidents in their own countries. 

Some descendants of these groups are 
still at it. especially in Turkey. Catli was 
one of those. 

"The accident unveiled the dark liaisons 
within the state.” former Prime Minister 
Bulcnt Ecevit told the Turkish parliament 
Iasi December. Now leader of a small 
opposition social-democratic party, Ecevit 
knows n lot about those liaisons. 

He first told me about them—and the 
American connection—back in 1990. 
when I interviewed him in his Ankara 
office, as he sat in a soft, brown chair sip¬ 
ping a cherry drink. 

Ecevit is a genial. 71-year-old man with 
a high forehead, deep-set eyes, a beakish 
nose, curly black hair and a moustache. 
The son of u doctor and a painter. Ecevit is 
an intellectual and a poet who has trans¬ 
lated some of the verses of T.S. Eliot and 
Ezra Pound. He graduated from the Ameri¬ 


can-run Robert College in Tur¬ 
key and lived in the United 
States as a student and journal¬ 
ist He once led his country’s 
major Social Democratic 
party; there was a split, and he 
now heads the smaller of the 
two. 

Ecevit became prime minis¬ 
ter in 1973. He told me he was 
startled the next year when the 
Turkish military high com¬ 
mand requested money from 
the prime minister's secret 
fond to pay for a new head¬ 
quarters for a so-called Depart¬ 
ment of Special Warfare. 

it was Gen. Semih Sancar. 

Turkey's army commander, 
who told him about this depart¬ 
ment. He said the Americans 
had funded it initially, but now 
they were allegedly pulling 
out 

Ecevit says Sancar advised 
him not to look too closely into 
the matter. But when Ecevit 
did investigate, he found no 
such organization in the state 
budget. 

“There are a certain number 
of volunteer patriots whose 
names are kept secret and are 
engaged for life in (his special 
department,' 1 a military briefer 

at one point said. "They have A bus bombing: It is feared that this could continue 
hidden arms caches in various 
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in today's Turkey 


parts of the country." 

At the time Ecevit worried that these so- 
called lifetime patriots might have a hard- 
right slant and endeavor to use their weap¬ 
ons to advance their ideological goals. But 
he felt he was in no position to deny them 
hinds. 

Ecevit's political patty was the largest. 
but it had won only a third of the votes. He 
was running a shaky coalition government 
He decided to release the funds the mili¬ 
tary wanted and, he says, he never dis¬ 
cussed the matter with the United States 

But the US government surely knew 
about it. It set up the secret stay-behind 
organization and funded it for more than 
two decades. 

Working.out of the joint US military aid 
team headquarters, the unit was known 
first as the tactical mobilization group and 
then the special warfare department. In 
1971, after a military coup, it was dubbed 
the counterguerrilla force and turned into 
an instrument of terror against the left. 

Ugur Mumcu. a Turkish journalist who 
was arrested shortly after the ‘71 coup, 
wrote later that he was tortured by men 
who told him: "We are the couniergueml- 
las. Even the president of the republic can¬ 
not touch us." 

Mumcu. who continued to report on the 
subject in the daily Cumhuriyet, telling of 
the counterguerrilla force and about the 
existence of right-wing drug gangs con¬ 
nected to the government, was'killed by a 
car bomb in 1993. 

By now confirmation of the counter- 
guerrilla force's existence has come from 
the highest sources. 

Former Turkish army chief of staff, 
Gen. Ken nan Evren, who led a 1980 coup, 
wrote in his memoirs that Suleyman Demi¬ 
re I. now president and in the late 1970s 
prime minister, asked that Turkey’s spe¬ 
cial-warfare department be used to combat 
terrorism. Evren said he refused, but that 


Deminei insisted, pointing out that the 
countcrguerrillas hud been used in l ,J 7 1 
against subversives. 

Evren acknowledged Ihui the special- 
warfare department was involved in clan¬ 
destine activities, citing the murder <■) nine 
left-wing militants at Kr/.iidere in northern 
Turkey in 1972. He also reported thai civil¬ 
ians in the paramilitary organization run by 
the department may have been involved in 
terrorist incidents in the 197/Js viithaui his 
knowledge. 

One terrorist incident the stuy-hchind 
group may have been involved in was on 
May Day, 1977. tv hen Turkey's major 
trade-union confederation organized u rally 
that brought several hundred thousand peo¬ 
ple to Istanbul's main Taksim Square. As 
the sun was setting, snipers on surrounding 
buildings started firing at (he speakers’ 
platform. The crowd panicked: .w were 
killed; hundreds were injured. The shoot¬ 
ing lasted for 2fJ minutes. Several thousand 
police at the scene did nothing. 

Ecevit. who was not holding office at 
the lime, went u» sec President Fatiri Koni- 
lurk and told him he thought 'he cnunicr- 
guerrilla force might have c.iiried out the 
massacre. 

"Give me a written -laicmcm.” Koruiuik 
answered. He relayed EccuT> le.il* to 
Prime Minister De’mircl. Ecevit recalled, 
hut nothing came of it. 

When he ran for prime minister in late 
1977. Ecevit denounced the coumcrguerril- 
las. As prime minister, he says, he told 
Evren. “During the Kizildcrc incidents, the 
special-warfare section is said to have been 
used. 1 am worried about this civilian 
organization. There is no means of know¬ 
ing or controlling what a young recruit 
may get up to after 20 years in such an 
organization." 

Evren replied. “There is nothing to 
worry about We will deal with it” 


So Ecevit blocked a parliamentary 
debate on the issue. At a news conference 
he denied the existence of the counterguer- 
rilla group and said his earlier charges 
were just suppositions. 

Signaling his fear of provoking the mili¬ 
tary. Ecevit said. "We must ail be respect¬ 
ful toward the Turkish armed forces and 
help them in the realization of their desire 
t« • remain out of politics." 

Once when Ecevit was touring the coun¬ 
try. u general in eastern Turkey gave a din¬ 
ner in his honor. When Ecevit learned he 
hud worked in the special-warfare depart¬ 
ment. he fold the general. "I have deep sus- 
piunrts about the civilian extension of that 
department." 

But he reports, the general assured him. 
The civilians work very honestly, very 
faithfully. There is nothing to be afraid 

of." 

Ecevit told him. 'Simply os a hypothesis 
it’s quite possible, general, that one of 
those lifetime patriots' might at some future 
. date become the party chief of the Nation¬ 
alist Action Party, which is involved in 
' right-wing terrorism in this town." 

"Yes." the general told him. "This is the 
v.is-*. but (hey are very nice men." 

IJ\ the late l l »7Us. violence between the 
left and right threatened Turkey‘s stability, 
fnc chief violent group on the right was 
the ne.ifascisi Grey Wolves, the militant 
arm "I the right-wing Nationalist Action 
Party headed by Alpurslan Turkes. a for¬ 
mer colonel and a leader of the 1960 mili¬ 
tary coup. 

Oitli. the dead heroin trafficker, was a 
leader of the Grey Wolves at the lime he 
was found guilty in absentia of organizing 
the 1978 murders of seven student mem¬ 
bers of the Turkish Labor Party. 

Alter the explosive car crash. Turkes 
admitted that Catli had worked clandes¬ 
tinely lor the military and the Turkish 


the current parliamentary 
inquiry that Catli worked for 
Turkish intelligence. 

Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller, s leader of the conserva¬ 
tive True Path Party, praised 
Carfi after the crash: “Those 
who fire bullets or suffer their 
wounds in the name of this 
country, this nation and this 
. state will always be respectfully 
remembered by us.” 

But the violence Catli was 
involved in during the. late 
1970s helped set the stage for 
the 1980 military coup, which 
the generals said was needed to 
save the country from anarchy. 

After the 1980 coup, several 
hundred thousand leftists were 
jailed for three or four years 
without trial. Many were tor¬ 
tured. Now the parliamentary 
commission has catted on Evren 
to testily about charges that ter- 
ror squads were used routinely 
by the military junta and partici¬ 
pated in roundups of these 
individuals. 

By the mid-1980s the coun- 
terguerrillas had a new target: the Kurds. 
Government security agencies began using 
paramilitary death squads against the 
Kurds who started an armed struggle in 
F984. 

In November 1990, six months after our 
interview. Ecevit repeated publicly that a 
clandestine paramilitary force existed in 
Turkey. Three weeks later, the head of the 
Turkish Army Operations Department and 
the commander of the Special Forces 
issued a statement that there was a special 
NATO organization in Turkey called the 
Special Warfare Department, whose mis¬ 
sion was to organize resistance in the case 
of a communist occupation. 

They said its “secret member patriots'’ 
were not connected to the counterguerril- 
las. The special NATO organization was. 
of course, the slay-behind operation the 
Americans had started. 

In 1992* the commander of the Special 
Warfare Department, Gen. Kemai Ytlmaz, 
said. “The department is still active in 
security operations against armed members 
of the PKK i the Kurdish Workers Party) in 
Turkey’s southeastern provinces 

Then too. the US State Department’s 
1995 human-rights report on Turkey was 
blunt: '•Prominent credible human-rights 
organizations—Kurdish leaders and local 
Kurds asserted that the government 
acquiesces in. or even carries oul the mur¬ 
ders of civilians. ... Human-rights groups 
reported the widespread and credible belief 
that a counterguerrilla group associated 
with the security forces had carried out at 
least some 'mystery killings.’" 

The State Department's 1996 report on 
Turkey did not mention the countergueml- 
las, but said that “mystery killings” contin¬ 
ued to occur with “disturbing frequency.” 
It also said: "The 1995 recommendations 
of a parliamentary committee, designed to 
purge 'illegal formations' within the state 


whether it was still. providingI 
other aid to the Special WarSn^p^, , 

° i oS r Sagon historian said,."dt 

mean the stay-behind organization? . | 

classified.” : H 

It also turns out that Catli, the | 

who died in the Mercedes-Benz 
another astonishing connection:. :■ 

to the man who cried to assassinate Fope--^>”r :V | 
John Paul II in 1981. Mehmet AJi Agca. ■' , 

Both were members of the Grefr.r ;?£•;. ; 
Wolves. Both had .worked together - y ■ 
previous assassination effort. . ' 

In 1979 Ali Awra killed aTurkish news-; 
paper editor. When the police arrested^-' 
Agca, they found a false passport belong-ci^f?- ] 
ing to Catli. Later Catli reportedly helped ) 

organize Agca's escape from an Istanbul _.j 

military prison. Some have suggested Catir qpyt- i 
was even involved in the attempt to assas-;- ..^;'^; j 
smote the pope. r f ■ it.--'-- | 

The CIA said the assassination attempt 
was the work of the Soviets, through their • ■ 
Bulgarian allies. This has never be^ ^i 1 i 
proven, and it remains that a more pl ausi- - • | 
ble case can be made that.it was a rightist - ' - j 
plot The Grey Wolves are clearly ImpJI- ; ( > 

cated, and they are directly related to the -. -, v. 
Turkish coonrerguerriJla force. • ; 

But why would a Turkish rightist squad ~ : ; 
have an interest in assassinating the pope? - 
The answer may lie with links between the - 
"stay-behind" organizations in various v 
European countries: which all had a stake ^ 
in blaming terrorism on the left. .•*-. 

Most is known about the Italian group 
Gladio—Latin for sword—which report-..^* “• • 
ediy worked with the Mafia and neofas- jj-;. 
cists to prevent Italian communists from j* " 
taking power through insurrection or the * 
vote. ^ , 

Prime Minister Giulio Andrcotti : Wi ■ 
acknowledged the existence of the Gladio i 

in testimony before an Italian pdriiamen- - 
tmy commission on Aug. 2, 1990. He said f 
Italy had used a -"strategy of tension" to X _ . I 
undercut the influence of ihe l^aJ Com--^ j 
munistParty. . • ! 

Thar strategy was terrorism. The Gladio . 
conducted, bombings, arid then.blametf the I * | 

bombings on tbe left The assassination l . > 

attempt on the pope may haverbeeirpart oT 4 \ 

this strategy-of tension. r [ 

At the scene of the Mercedes-Benz \ .. 
crash, Turkish investigators found Catli -:» • 

with a fake passport It was fegJsterexJ to « 
“Mehmet Ozbay,” who works as a special- .f 
ist for the police directorate, a man who •! 
was allowed to carry guns. • • 

Indeed, Mehmet Ozbay was an alias— ;. 
the very same alias Mehmet Ali Agca had - ' 

on his passport ■ 
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Lucy Komisar, a New York-based 
journalist specializing in the Middle East, 
is working on a book about Turkey and 
U.S. foreign and human-rights policies in 
the 1970s and '80s. This article first 
appeared in The Progressive. 
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THE WOMEN of Tokhtobou 
mosque iu Tashkent. Uzbekistan, 
pose for a photograph in from of the 
locked door of their medresa. or re¬ 
ligious school, where they have 
been forbidden from studying by the 
Uzbek government for over a year. 

'it’s too bad you weren't here 
yesterday.” said Halima. a woman in 
the group, "there were hundreds of 
us here demonstrating." 

To talk. Halima said we could go 
inside. “It's too cold here." she de¬ 
cided. The women marched around 
to toe main entrance of the mosque, 
glowered at a guard who shuffled 
aside, pretending not to notice as 
they passed, and headed across (he 
courtyard, up some stairs and 
through a side entrance to their me¬ 
dresa. where they took seats around 
a long table. 

"We have nothing against the 
government. Ajl we want to do is 
study the Qoran in peace." Halima 
said. 

But governments around the 
world have heard this one before. 
The month-old closure of women's 
medresas around Uzbekistan is toe 
latest in a series of Jow-intensiiy 
skirmishes between toe Uzbek slate, 
concerned with controlling Islam, 
and an Islamic opposition which 
represents toe remnants of a larger 
movement, the Adolat party based 
in toe Ferghana Valley region, that 
was crushed several years ago. 

White often quirky, toe struggle is 
nevertheless very real. Since 1992. 
human rights monitor Human Rights 
Watch/Heisinki has documented the 
disappearance of three opposition 
religious leaders, the imprisonment 
of dozens of Islamic believers on 
falsified charges, and the closure of 
three mosques. 

“A lot of our leaders are out of 
jail now,” said a member of the sec¬ 
ular opposition parry Birlik who 
asked not to be named. "But the Ad- 
olat guys, they're still in prison. 


Even the ones who had three-year 
sentences arc there five years later.” 

For toe moment, though, the con¬ 
flict is mostly verbal. A week ago. 
as the women of Tokhtobou mosque 
congregated in front of their medre¬ 
sa. four carloads of men drove up. 
The women believe the men to have 
been members of the SNB. the se¬ 
curity service which was formerly 
the KGB. 

'The men got out of their cars and 
said. ‘Hcv. what is this. Saudi Ara¬ 
bia? Why do you dress like that? 
This is Uzbekistan, you know.' 
Then they told us to leave." Halima 
said. . 

"I'm not afraid to say this. I know 
who sent the SNB. this was the muf¬ 
ti." said Marquba. who was silting 
next to Halima. Some of the women 
gasped in alarm. 

The mufti of Uzbekistan. Mukh- 
tarjan Abdullo A I-Bukhari, is the 
target or most of the Islamists' rhet¬ 
oric. He is toe state-appointed leader 
of Islam in Uzbekistan and has toe 
power to close mosques and remove 
imams, the prayer leaders. It was his 
order that closed the women's me¬ 
dresas. though he claims they are on 
holiday and will re-open once prop¬ 
erly registered. 

Outfitted in a white turban and 
seated in his office in the old city. 

toe elderly AJ Bukhari discussed die 

growth of Islam in his country with 
Che precision of a Soviet factory di¬ 
rector who exceeded the plan. 

"Since independence, we have in¬ 
creased the number of mosques in 
Uzbekistan from 80 to 5.000. The 
number of people going on 4.000 
per year. The number of people be¬ 
tween 16 and 25 who have memor¬ 
ised the Qoran has risen dramatical¬ 
ly as well." 

As for the closing of the Tokhto- 
bou medresa. "that's an unofficial 
medresa. Their teachers didn't have 
a deep understanding of Islam.” 

The school was originally closed 
over a .year ago. in 1995. when the 
imam Of the mosque. A bid Khan 
Nazarov, was removed from his 


post, again by the mufti. His remov¬ 
al sparked demonstrations and many 
arrests. 

Since his removal. Nazarov has 
been evicted from his apartment in 
Tashkent's old city and placed in a 
different apartment, from which the 
government is now trying to evict 
him. He is currently awaiting toe 
outcome of an appeal. 

Nazarov, who looks to be in his 
early lorries, is quiet, direct and edu¬ 
cated. Relaxing in a safe house in 
between appearances at his trial, he 
conversed in'fluent Arabic. “I was 
removed from my position after the 
government asked me to inform on 
my friends. I said I was happy to 
have discussions, bur they wanted 
me to give names. This I refused to 
do.” 

The mufti tells a different story. 
“Every month, we have a meeting of 
imams and khatibs in this district. 
We talk about toe Koran and the 
Shari'ah. We invited him several 
times, and he didn't come. This is a 
violation of toe Shari'ah,” Al Buk¬ 
hari said. 

“One time we issued a fatwa per¬ 
mitting gravestones. He spoke out 
against it. One other thing. That 
guy. if he came to religious feasts, 
he would ask, ‘Is this bread hallal or 
haram?* "The mufti rolls his eyes. 
“Like it's not hallal. As if we would 
serve haram bread.” 

While the government has exerted 
control by. for instance, closing the 
women's medresas, the brand of Is¬ 
lam which Nazarov represents is 
hard to pin down. Women in his en¬ 
tourage arc often fully veiled, but he 
expresses no strong conviction on 
the subject. “They should do it only 
if they want to follow the Koran. If 
they don't, it's okay too," he said. 
Bui acquaintances notice that he will 
not give funeral services for people 
who were known not to pray, and he 
will not officiate at weddings where 
there is music or dancing. 

The Uzbek government’s concern 
with controlling Islam may have 


more to' do with 
toe regional impli¬ 
cations of the « ‘ 

movement, rather : g 

than toe religious J" 

ones.. • 

Nazarov is from 
the town of Na- * 

mangan, in the \ 

Ferghana valley. ; _ - ; .— 

where eonserva- -V' ' 

tive Islam is par- bt 
ocularly strong. 

This was the seat JL \. 

of the Adolat par- ■ - . 

ty. whose leader, ; 

Khokim Satimov, . . 

was arrested in ■ l 

1993. I 

The Ferghana ■ 

valley borders Taj- v - ''^.y J 
ikistan, a country g ' 

tom apart by fight- & 19 

ing between the ™ 

government and a UhH ■ ■ 

Moslem fun da- 

mentalist opposi- !!? 

lion, and this is 
the primary fear of ^ 

the “We took ade- 3 8 

quate measures 
[against Adolat]," . 

said Tolkun Jabba- 
rov. the Hokim of -Ti¬ 
the Namangan re- f^e mosque t 

gion. “If we w Centrai 
hadn’t, we would 
have had the same 
situation as Tajikistan here.’’ 

The Uzbek government's fears 
were founded on more than common 
geography, though. Abdulvali Mir- 
zoev, the former imam of the Andi¬ 
jan mosque also located in toe Fer¬ 
ghana Valley, was one of the Uzbek 
Islamic leaders who disappeared in 
1995. He had studied under toe 
same teacher, a legendary Pakistani 
Qazi. as Sayid Abdulla Nuri, present 
leader of the Tajik Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist opposition. 

Mirzocv disappeared in August 
1995 in the Tashkent airport, along 
with his assistant. Ramazanbek Mat- 
karimov. They cleared Customs, but 


r 


"pie mosque continues to dominate people's lives 
in the Central Asian Republics. 


never boarded their flight. Days lat¬ 
er, the Andijan mosque was closed 
and turned into a museum. .. . 

Pakhir Ibragimov, head of the 
for the Sabir-Rakhimov region 
pf Tashkent, denied any government 
involvement in the disappearances. 
'The SNB doesn’t get into lights 
with religion " he said. 

A former acquaintance of Mir- 
zoev. however, thinks the culprit is 
obvious. "Who else could get to him 
in an airport? He’s definitely not 
still in the duty free shop ” ■ 
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Patricia Chatelain 


Angels and walls 


By Anca de Maio 

Special for Tin- Star 


A fter JisviiVL-nny the KmuIlc*. of Petra 
and Wadi Rum last xenr. F'arisian 
painter Patricia Chatelain has 
returned to Jordan a> an artist and not 
as a simple tourist with the double 
intention ol meeting local ariist.s and introduce 
hersell to the Jordanian puhlic. Through the 
kmednuion of the French Cultural Center. Chate- 
"ain invited lour Jordanian artists to participate 
in an action painting event, consisting of a col¬ 
lective work trip to Amrj Castle, and a display 
of a selection ol her paintings in a solo exhibi¬ 
tion in Amman since last Sunday 6 April. 

Bom in Paris in 1963 hut brought up in Marti¬ 
nique from 1975-1980. Chaieluln was attracted 
to the different regions and cultures of the world 
she came in contact with. Back to the French 
capital, she expressed, in her early work, her fas¬ 
cination for African dance and music, as 
revealed to her by the Black community there, 
still in the flamboyant colors or the Antilles. 
Basically an interior architect and designer, she 
chose an to technical work and decided to lead 
her own way. 

Her first visit to Italy in 1990 marked a turn¬ 
ing point in her life and her an work. It is there 
that she discovered the exquisite primitivism of 
Etruscan an and the local charms of Rome and 
Tuscany. After u year of artistic infertility deter¬ 
mined by ‘a feeling of exhaustion.' the experi¬ 
ences she had undergone in Italy got macerated 
“nd sublimated into a new powerful artistic 
theme: ‘angeli primitivi'. "I needed a longgesia- 


Summer time at 
Middle East Hotel 


• Middle East Hotel started ifs .prepara¬ 
tion for the Sommer season. The pool is be¬ 
ing renovated with the addition of a new 
food and drinks counter serving tresh and 
healthy food and drinks. The expected 
Operating in next May- Application front 
membership is being accepted now. 


lion period lor this new .series, so to speak." con¬ 
fessed the artist. “In a way each of my series is 
linked lo a cycle of my life." she continued. 

Their first materialization in 1992 was in a 
small format series of aruund 3U ongiii.il 
engravings on paper and graphite. Primary icons 
of "duality in unity * or man and woman. Ying 
and Yang distinct and joined at the same lime." 
Chatelain's archetypal angels represent an 
csscntialised "primitive image free of any euliu- 
ral frontiers." Although they arc bearing tin Ital¬ 
ian denomination, the French artist's black and 
white angels are equally Etruscan. African and 
pre-Columbian. "Six of the whole series arc dis¬ 
played in the current exhibition as venerated 
universal prototypes of the later color series of 
‘angeli primitivi.' 

Returning to Italy in 1993 and 1995. Chate- 
lain learned the secrets of painting on moist 
lime from the Italian artist-craftsman Vicenzo 
Berneschi. Moreover she received the inspira¬ 
tion of giving the "angeli” a more realistic 
regional identities. "I preserved the general 
theme but J set it within different contexts." 
explained the aniM. “My paintings tell true sto¬ 
ries that 1 witnessed or lived myself in a certain 
region or country at a certain time," she said. 
"Each of them is the plastic equivalent of a 
writer's notes of a moment or scene that marked 
him ” she compared. In such pieces as ‘Tuscia’l 
the ancient name for Tuscany meaning ‘all that 
exists'I. ‘Nolle' ( the night). ’Rome' nr ‘Woman 
from Africa'. Chatclain'.s approach is oriented 
from the local towards the universal. 

Elongated in an attempt to touch the sky. the 
hieratic vertical figures of an androgen or preg¬ 
nant women stand on the ochrc-ycllow-red hills 
of Tuscany. She employed an Italian technique 
of fresco on wood plastered with a mixture of 
lime and marble powder. Natural pigments are 
applied on the still moist plaster. After having 
been smoothed with a special knife, the surface 
can be touched: feeling its soft cold texture com¬ 
pletes the visual perception of the daylight warm 
colors of the painting. 

The Rome mixed media on wood four ‘frag¬ 
ments' and one ‘whole' combine the theme of 
‘angeli primitivi' with that of the ‘walls.' the 
key subject ol Chatelain‘s more recent work. 
Old frcsco-likc fragments of walls from Rome 
narrate remote stories about men and women. 
The time of their adventures has long passed 


Abu Shakra introduces CHANEL 
No. 5 in its new pack 


MR RAMI Abu Shakra. 

General manager ol the j 
Abu Shakra Trading 
Agency intaxiuced 

CHANEL No. 5.. in its 
new and splendid pack by 
.saying: 

As of this month the 
world will witness the rele¬ 
vance of the legend No. 5 
through the works of the 
legendary artist Andy 
Warhol 

The globe will come to 
reveal No. ; 5 by Warhol, 
the creative and daring art¬ 
ist with his outstanding 
colourful and progressive 
abstract expressions. 

^ Once again Channel ■ 

* reasserts its crushing abil¬ 
ity of on going norms. 

CHANEL No. 5 remains 

as it has been for the past a 75 year, the legend 

^'irN'Ko^^T^rfumc fcting all for 
created by Warhols delicate brush 
ESKSTlS end mote into their own 
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tender femininity. 

CHANEL No. 5 in its new colourful pack and 
graphic designs is on display in all Abu Shakra 
showrooms and other appointed dealers. Stock 
is limited and for few weeks only. ■ 


Photo exhibit reveal wonders 
of At Aqsa mosque 


A PHOTOGRAPHIC exhibition .ib-uit Al Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem h> Said Hishaiil Nu*eilv/i 
is currently >m display at the Dana At Funun 

Featured is a collection ut 40 images •»: the 
Dome of the Rock. Haram ash-Shard. .utJ the 

Old City. This work h.i> just hcvii published by 
Riz/itli lNext York). Thames & Hudson iGrc.ii 
Britain & Middle East i. and Albin Michel 
iFrancei. The photographs are currently exhibit¬ 
ing ;tl the institute du Monde Atjhc in Parts tin 
3 months as pjn of ihc programme, Pmmr.px 
Palestinian. 

Nuscihch is ol Palestinian descent wh»i mirk* 
out of his studio in San Fr.meisCu. “For most ut 
this century." says Said, “power and politics 


ha*, e been the most dominant dimensions of the 
sip. of Jerusalem Mj generation is indeed syn¬ 
onymous with the threat of eradication of my 
forefather*' culture. My good fortune has been 
!«» experience and now share many of the other 
dimensions an and architecture, history, litera¬ 
ture. theology, economy, society. ethnicity, etc." 

The photographs are eo-sponsored by die Pal¬ 
estine Welfare As social: on in Geneva, and the 
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. New 
Jersey Nuseihch has exhibited once before in 
Amman m l9Sti at the Jordan National Gallery. 
The photographs, each of limited edition, are in 
brilliant colour. The exhibit continues till 8 
Max. 1997. ■ 
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away, hut their legends are still ul universal 
interest. The commenting inscriptions accompa¬ 
nying the almost el faced figures on the same 
wall fragments are scribbled m an inxcntcJ 
imaginary language that could be easily taken 
for Etruscan writing. “There is a persona! mean¬ 
ing I actually give to each scene and text.” said 
the artist, "hut it is loo intimate in he relevant 
for other people. On the contrary an iMegihie 
writing is open lo all readings any anybody can 
recognize in it his or her own story." she added. 

The illusion of lime patina left **n the Jrcsco 
is perfect. The first greenish layers of the fres¬ 
cos became visible under the eroded superfi¬ 
cial coatings, as it were. Mild c«»l«»r* like light 
green, ochre, pink and beige arc the would-be 
rcmainings of an initial vivid palette. "The 
restored Sixlin Chapel was shocking to every¬ 
body. as the epoch real chromatics tomrasls 
so much with what had been considered lor a 
long time "Michelangelo's colors' or tresco 
colors', commented the artist 

An other variant of Chatelain w 'angeli prim- 
itivi* as exemplified hy six small 'details'and 
the biggest painting of the collection entitled 
*Acqua\ wj.s inspired hy her discovery of the 
amazing underwater universe ol the Antilles. 
The primitive angels dwell in a ultramarine 
and Turkish blue ocean infused with the melt¬ 


ing orange of solar energy. 

Chatelain's latest thematic interest, ‘the 
memory of walls’, became crystalised at the 
enJ of 1995 and developed into an original 
series of ‘Wall Portraits' on paper, cartoon and 
canvas. "While walking in the streets of Paris. 
I realized that walls change from year to year.* 
explained the artist. “Exposed to the lime, 
weather, pollution, a wall is not still nature.' 
•.he stressed. “I am attentive to very specific 
detail. I store the visual information I do not 
want to lose by memorizing it or—when I 
know | cannot work on it right away-—by tak¬ 
ing notes and even photos." she said. Gloomy 
anJ introvert, the gray 'state of mind' of her 
Parisian walls contrast with the serene accep¬ 
tance of the red. ochre or green walls from 
Tuscany. Rome and Venice. 

Convinced that intercultural dialogue is one 
of the best w ays of self-discovery, the Parisian 
artist feels that her new Jordanian experience 
will have a strong impact on her future art¬ 
work. Her minute contemplation of the walls 
of Amman is the first step of a new project. "I 
would like to come back to Amman in two 
years’ time with a collection on the walls of 
ihc region: Amman and maybe Beirut and 
Jerusalem." she concluded ■ 


Terry Fox, Al Amal Cancer Center Run 

Raising funds for 
cancer research 


UNDER THE patronage of HM Queen Xuor. 
the Canadian Embassy in Amman and the Amal 
Cancer Center, and in cooperation with HRH 
Prince Ra'ad Bin Zeid. are organizing the 1997 
Terry Fox/AI Amal Center Center Run. It is to he 
held in Amman on Friday 25 April I 

Originally the run wjx inspired by the dedica¬ 
tion and courage of Terry Fox Thi< y-ning Cana¬ 
dian set out to run aernv- Canada, alter he had 
one leg jtnpululcJ because of cancer, to increase 
awareness and raise fund lor research. Following 
his death, a special foundalior. was created in hi* 
name to keep alive the *pirit of In* Jieam The 
Terry Fox Run is a non-profit, non-commercial 
run. which has become an annual im.Jih.mi in the 
past 15 years, in over 4* countries worldwide 

The route of the run will measure approxi¬ 
mately III kilometers and participant* can either 
run or walk across the course. Thi* year, with the 
opening ol Al Amal Cenlei approaching, the 
organizers hope to attract in.tn.ni people Iron i all 
ages to take part. 

They are planning to encourage MuJcnts imm 


all ages, their parents, members of professional 
organizations, clubs and the population at large 
to participate in the event. They arc also count¬ 
ing on sponsors to help provide refreshments 
and snacks for the runners and walkers. 

All funds raised for the run will be donated to 
the Amal Center and used for research. Al Amal 
Center is the first comprehensive center for can¬ 
cer i real mem in Jordan and the region. Its ser¬ 
vices include screening and early detection and 
treatment (surgery- chemotherapy, physical and 
psychological rehabilitationl. in addition to pub- 
lie awareness and education about cancer pre¬ 
vention and control. The center has begun its 
gradual operation with the women’s screening 
clime, stop smoking clinic, healthy diet and 
weight control clinic and will be in full operation 
by the end of April 1997. 

For more information contact the PR Division 
of the Amal Cancer Center lie!: 849 387/Fax: 
X35 868) or Ms Chantal Chasienay at the Cana¬ 
dian Embassv i tel: 6b6 124 / Fax: 689 227). ■ 


The best in disney on Orbit 


I hr-iiinn oartv held at the and Radio Network. 

DUBAI — A cetebrauon pa y ^ with , hc Crcck Golf Clubhouse gardens 

Dubai Creek Golf and ra Middle East. transformed into a colourful carnival, over -00 

launch of «he D <sney C ^. ^nts and families mingled with Baloo and King Lome. 
Created spccificaMy tor ion»«‘Tr* Mrne 0 f rwo of (he most beloved characters from Dis- 

Channel ^ «*'* ^ The Jungle Buck, while Mickey 

[he finest family P ros ,^ ' v cn days a week Minnie. Donald and Goofy gave excited 

region, 24 hours a dg. seVL u television youngsters the chance of a lifetime as fey 

pvrlusively on the Orbit iaiei posed for individual 
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managing director of The 
Disney Channel—Middle 
East. "I am very pruud *’l 
the work that has helped 
create a channel with pro¬ 
gramming that is not only 
informative and entertain¬ 
ing. but thill i.s relevant and 
appropriate fur all lamily 
members. fn«m ynung chil¬ 
dren 1 «» odufes " 

Specifically dev elope J fur 
families in the Middle East 
and North Afriej. The Dis¬ 
ney Channel—Middle &tsi 
offers an unparalleled blend 
of distinctive, originally- 
produced pmgrammes and 
quality Di.xncv entertain¬ 
ment. Consistent with Dis¬ 
ney Channels elsewhere. 

The Disney Channel— 

Middle East oilers cniertain- 
ment for the whole lamily 
— pre-school scries, anima* 

[ion. teen scries, specials. Brotherly Love is a favorite with disney lovers. It tells the 
family drama, movies and escapades of three brothers 
Disney animated anti live 
action classics as well as 

new releases. *wn and Radio Network, can he seen in 23 

The Disnev Channel—Middle East, ivaila- countries throughout the Middle East and 
ble exclusively on ihe Orbit Satellite Telcvi- North Africa, from Morocco to Oman. ■ 
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By Ahmad Madi 

Putting Amman on the stage 

l HAVE had the chance to attend three of the plays 
participating in the Fourth Amman Intemmk.nal Theater 
Festival for Independent Theater Groups which w.t* held 
between 27 March to 8 April at the Roval Cultural 
Center. 

For me as well as for many thousands of theater lovers 
in Jordan, the festival was a unique cultural event which 
provided us with a precious opportunity to witness 
developments of the Jordanian. Arab and" international 
theater movement. 

The event is a result of the determination and tireless 
efforts of Jordanian stage actors at Al Fawanees Theater 
Group and the Egyptian El Warsha group. The support of 
the Greater Amman Municipality, among other.*, was an 
important contribution to the cultural movement in 
Jordan. 

Festival director Nader Imran does not hide his 
frustration with (he obstacles that laced him jnd the 
festival organizers to get the show running for the lourth 
year in a row. Equally he has showed his determination to 
continue with this cultural tradition. The RCC is already 
booked for the fifth festival next year. 

The festival offered us an opportunity to scl- 
experiments in theater by companies from Sweden, the 
United States. France, in addition to Jordan. Lebanon. 
Syria. Egypt. Tunis. Bahrain and others. It is this diversity 
which gave the festival its international flavor. More 
importantly. the workshops that took place during the 
event allowed local and Arab talents to brush shoulders 
with international ones. The spill over effects ol such 
exchange of experiences will be seen on the local stage in 
the future. 

The festival has given us a new view of (he Jordanian 
theater movement. Beyond the commercial attempts that 
we have seen in the past few years, there is a serious 
theater movement in Jordan that is vibrant, professional 
and creative. 

There is no doubt that the packed auditoriums of the 
RCC are an indication that awareness of the theater as a 
main tributary to the cultural life in Jordan is increasing. 
The success of this year’s festival is a proof that with 
meager resources and a vision an event such as the theater 
festival can take place. 

It will be a good thing if banks, public companies and 
others were to join in supporting events of this sort which 
help put Amman on the cultural map of the world. ■ 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 



"Tell it again, Gramps! The one about being caught 
in the shark frenzy off the Great Barrier Reel!” 



“Herd!... Dang!” 


| e JK 1 fjrtHana 'ttJ.sqpiMWJ ty Sr«fla» 


f ** 5 .••/•■x) 
*- , < *r-* -5CT-*. 



sSI 1 $ 




















: ■^■^2S2*^F5‘ft «!KV»i:J F-SEA^SESISj 


70 7H£ 57X7? 



_:i-__‘S.* 



Supplement en frangais du Star 


Un pelerinage sous haute surveillance 

WArable saoudite , qui s'apprele a accueillir apartir d’aujourd'hui deux millions de pelerins a la 
Mecque (notre pholo) pendant une semaine, redoute davantage cede annie un iventuelattentat que 
les habitueUes manifestations de pelerins iraniens, les relations avec Tihiran s'itant amffiorees. 
Les dirigeanis iraniens ont mulliptie recemment les declarations bienveitiantes a I’Sgard do Ryad, et 
n’ontpas appele Us 73.000 pelerins iraniens attendus cette annie a la Mecque a organiser la 
truditionnelle manifestation nd'exdcration des patens*. - • 

Cette manifestation, aa cours de laqueBe les pilerins iraniens conspuent Israel et les Etats-Unis, a 
degineri dans le passe en affrontements avec les forces saoudunnes. En 1987,400personnes 
avaient trouvi la mort ’ 

Cette annie, apres avoir ete ebranle par un attentat antfncaui enjoin demur, le royautne saoudien 
met les bouchies doubles pour assurer une sicurite sans faille lors du pblerinage. Ces nusures 
viscid h adissuader ceux qui veulent proGter de la pfo’ode du pelerinage poor introduirt de la 
drogue, s’infliltrer dans le pays ou y mener des tentatives de destabilisation* a diclari run des 
responsables saoudiens de la sicuriti. 

L 'annie passie, les autorites saoudunnes avaient arreti juste avoid le pklennage un Saoudien a la 
frantikrt jordanienne au volant d’une voiture chargie d'explosifs. 
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Le processus <x- 

mocraiique qui a touche 
presque toutes les institu¬ 
tions de la soci£t£ civile 
dans le royaume hach 6 miie 
a n^gligfi un endroit fonda- 
menlal de notre socidte, la 
mosqule. 

La mosqule. lieu fr 6 quen- 
ti pour unc majority de Jor- 
daniens. est presque totale- 
meni marginalisee du 
processus de d^veloppe- 
menL Elle Test certes depuis 
des si^cles. mais au¬ 
jourd'hui. la mosqu£e pour- 
rait servir et contribuer 
ynorm 6 meni au progrfes de 
la soci&e. 

De toutes les institutions 
du monde arabe et musul- 

man, ia mosquee est la plus 
significative pour les peo¬ 
ples arabes dans leur his- 
toire et dans leur vie quoti- 
dienne. 

Elant le seul lieu de ras- 
semblcmem. elle a Jong- 
temps servi d'ecole aux mu- 
sulmans au debut de I’Jslam. 
Et aujourd'hui. elle pourrait 
continuer ii assumer ce role, 
dans le sens oil celle-ci dc- 
viendrait une institution ca¬ 
pable d'Sduquer les prati- 
quants cn leur permeuant de 
mieux appr^hender leur re¬ 
ligion ct son evolution. 

Au lieu, par exemple, de 
se contenter de denoncer 
dans leurs prSches 
I'imperialisme et le sioniS- 
me. les imams pourraient 
aborder des problemes 
sociaux. La mosqufe pour¬ 
rait dcvenir un lieu de d£bat 
pour discuter de tous les 
maux doni souffre la so¬ 
ciety. et notamment sur des 
themes comme la condition 
de la femme ou les droits de 
I’Homme. 

La mosqude pourrait as¬ 
sumer un role educatif, 
comme le tail I'lglise depuis 
longlemps. Elle pourrait de- 
venir un lieu de sdminaire 
ou de tables-rondes sur cer¬ 
tains sujcts. Et si des discus¬ 
sions engendrent des con- 
flits, certaines personnes 
tentant probablemeru de po- 
fitiser tie tels forums, il est 
alors possible de limiter ces 
debars 5 certains sujets, tcls 
que I'dducation ou la vie so- 
ciale. 

En agissant ainsi. la Jor- 
danie pourrait devenir une 
plate-forme pour tous les 
muftis et les intellectuels 
dgsirani debattre de notre 
histoire contemporaine. Et 
au lieu de laisser la socifo 
etre dominee par des gens 
susceptibles se prftendant 
religieux et qui nc. cessent 
de crier k I’apostasie ou au 
blaspheme, cette mosquee 
pourrait tenter de discuter 
de vrais problfemes sociaux 
et appronfondir ainsi le mes¬ 
sage de I'lslam. 

Mais acLuellement, nos 
mosqu^es ne sent pas capa- 
bles 1 d'assumer un tel r61e. 
Le terrain doit dire prdpard 
pour rdussir une telle trans¬ 
formation. Pour cela, il fau- 
drait songer 5 ouvrir les 
mosqudes, par le biais de 
concours ou d’dlections, afin 

que les meilleurs soient ca¬ 
pable* de remplir cette 
the he. Les responsables ne 
devroient pas forcetnem etre 
issus du milieu religieux, et 
ce concours devrait etre ou- 
vert ii tous: intellectuels, 
educateurs, sociologies.... 

En fait, (a mosquee est le | 
lieu ideal pour combattre le 
terrorisme intelleccuel dont i 
chaque individu. pratiquant 
ou non-pratiquant, souffre 
constammenL Et. bien utili- 
see, ia mosquee pourrait 
alors devenir un nouvel 
embleme de la dfimocratie 
dans les pays arabes.B 

Sa’eda Kilani 

Le Jourdainf 
on y revient 
Tous les jeudis 
dans le Star 
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Palestine 


Jerusalem 


Un processus de guerre 

Suite a un blocage du processus de paix ,, les territoires occupes ■ 
connaissent depuis trois semaines des affrontements meurtriers entre 
manifestants palestiniens et policiers israeliens. Et sur le plan 
diplomatique , les solutions de compromis se font attendre. 


... 


L’economie entre en batailie| 

Amman a accueilli cette semaine «la reunion 
Jerusalems Une conference qui avait pour but d 
aux Palestiniens les moyens iconomiques 
defendre contre la politique de colonisation d lsraeh^^^ 


«Israel a declare 

la guerre au processus de 
paiv a annoneC Yasser Arafat 
devant la conference des pays 
non align£s qui s'est tenue ces 


trois demiers jours a New Del¬ 
hi. C'est la colonisation dans 
les faubourgs de Jerusalem, k 
Jebel Abou Ghneim. qui a don- 
ng le signal pour une nouvelle 
flam bee de violence dans les 



Une «petite Intifada» a repris dans les territoires. 


territoires palestiniens encore 
sous occupation. Une nouvelle 
«petite Intifada'* se derouie en 
effet actuellemeni. 

Ce retour au scenario du pas- 
56 6 tait pnSvu par les responsa¬ 
bles palestiniens et un certain 
nombre d'Isra61icns, en plus de 
la quasi-totalite des dirigeanis 
intemationaux. 

La region toute entiere se re- 
trouve h nouveau menacee 
d’explosion. L'incident qui a vu 
un soldat jordanien ouvrir le 
feu sur un bus isra 6 lien et tuer 
sept jeunes filles n'en est qu'une 
iragique illustration. Et des 
manifestations de protestation 
onl lieu un peu partout dans Ic 
monde arabe. notamment en 
Egypte ou les etudiants sent de- 
scendus dans la rue. 

Sur le plan international. 

I’attjtude israelienne est criti- 
quee dans les chancelleries, y 
compris aux Etats-Unis. Cepen- 
dam. ('attitude am^ricaine est 
des plus ambigues. les Etats- 


Unis ayant utilise par deux fois 
leur deoil de veto au Conseil de 
s 6 curit 6 pour refuser ('adoption 
d'une resolution condamnant la 
politique israelienne. 

Pour sortir de I'impasse. la 
direction palestinienne privil 6 - 
gie pour le moment la diploma- 
tie. avec notamment actuelle¬ 
nient une toum& Interna¬ 
tionale du president ArafaL 
Mais combien de temps 
I'OLP pourra contrftler les reac¬ 
tions de la population palesti¬ 
nienne. ou freiner la progres¬ 
sion du mouvement iSIamiste 
qui vient en une semaine de 
rcmporter des Elections impor- 
tantes au sein du syndicat des 
ingenieurs palestiniens et h 
1'Universite d'H 6 bron. 

Les portes n'ont jamais 6 t 6 
aussi ouvertes. et tous les sce¬ 
narios sont malheureusement 
possibles. ■ 

De Gaza, 
Hassan Balawi 


«Il est encore possible de revenir dans le droit chemin» 


Dr Zakarya Agha. membre du coroite 
executif de I'OLP et membre du comiti 
ceniral du Fatah, se montre encore opti- 
miste pour sauver Ic processus de paix. 

Considerez-vous que le processus de 
paix suit mort? 

Non. je nc crois pas que I'on puisse em¬ 
ployer le mot mort C'est vrai qu'il connalt 
de graves difficultds a cause du non¬ 
respect israelien des accords passes. Mais 
je crois qu'il est encore possible de revenir 
dans le droit chemin si la communaut£ In¬ 
ternationale. et suttout les Elats-Unis. font 
des efforts en ce sens. 

A quel moment vous resoudrez vous 
a dflivrer un certificat de deefcs au pro¬ 
cessus de paix? 

Si Israfr) continue de violer les accords 
en faisant fi du principe la terre contre la 
paix, si nous sentons de fafon definitive 
que les Elats-Unis sont incapables 
d'inflechir ['attitude israelienne et si nous 
sentons que la pression intemationale n'a 
an cun effet. cela signifiera que nous 
sommes en situation d’ 6 chec compfet. 


Quelle alternative vous restera-t-il a 
ce moment-la? 

Bien que la charte des Nations-Unies 
accorde le droit aux peuplcs de se d 6 fen- 
dre par tous les moyens legitimes, y com¬ 
pris le recoilrs h la resistance armde. je 
crois qu'il est un peu prematurf de poser 
la question en ces termes. Car une telle 
6 ventualit£ exige des conditions speci- 
fiques. telles qu'un soutien arabe et un 
consensus international. Je pensc qu'il 
faut uniquement se concentrer sur les pos¬ 
sibility de sauver le processus de paix. 

Vous attachez une importance parti- 
culture aux Etats-Unis. N' 6 te$-vous pas 
de^u de l’attitude la nouvelle adminis¬ 
tration americaine? 

Nous nous attendions 5 ce que 
(administration americaine. dans son 
deuxieme mandaL soil plus juste et moins 
partiale. Je crois que les recents remanie- 
ments font rendue trap proche d'lsragl. 

11 reste tout de m$me une lueur 
d'espoirs, notamment avec le voyage 
d’Hanane Achraoui a Washington. 


En depit de ce que j'ai avaned sur ia 
partialite des Etats-Unis, il n'en demeure 
pas moins que les Etats-Unis restent le 
parrain principal du processus de paix. 11 
faut done toujours garder espoir. Et c'est 
pourquoi Hanane Achraoui a et£ charg 6 
d'aller expliquer la position palestinienne 
k Washington. 

Qu'attendez-yous des Americains? * 

Un mlcanisme clair amenani les deux 
parties h respecter le processus de paix 
initie par Georges Bush sur les bases de la 
resolution 242. 

Benjamin Netanyahou propose 
d'entamer tout de suite les negotiations 
sur le stahit Goal. Qu'en pensez-vous? 

Nous ne somme pas opposes 5 cela. 
Celles-ci auraient du commencer le 27 
mars dernier. Mais nous pensons qu'il faut 
mener les n^gociations sur le statut final 
tout en appliquant 1 'accord int 6 rimaire, ce 
qui n'est pas le cas de M.Netanyahou.B 

Propos recueillis par Hassan Balawi 

Urbanisme 


Apres la creation 

a Amman d'un fonds 
d'investissement pour Al-Quds, 
Jerusalem en arabe. 
['impression prevalant est qu'un 
pas important a 6 t 6 (ranch! 
pour soutenir les Palestiniens 
de la Vfile Sainte. sous occupa¬ 
tion israelienne depuis juin 

1967. 

La situation de ces habitants 
se detfriorent d'ann€e en ann 6 e 
k cause de la politique isra£- 
liertne d'occupalion et de colo¬ 
nisation: aucune, m 6 thode n'est 
epargn 6 e pour empecher les 
Palestiniens de construire de 
nouveaux (ogements. Us n'ont 
pas le droit d'investir dans leur 
viHe afin de rgpondre anx be¬ 
soms croissants de logements 
lids au tourisme et a la crois- 
sance de la population. Pine en¬ 
core. les Israeliens proebdent k 
la confiscation des cartes 
d'identil* des citoyens palesti¬ 
niens d'Al Quds. Depuis le d 6 - 
but de I'annee 1996. 4.000 
cartes ont dte confisquees. 

Le comble de cette politique 
a 6 te atteint le mois dernier 
avec fouverture d’un nouveau 
ebamier, k Jabal Abou Ghneim. 
sur les hauteurs de Jgrusalero- 
Est Cette nouvelle colonie de¬ 
vrait comprendre 6500 loge¬ 
ments reserves aux Israeliens. 

Ce nouveau projet dtait bien 
sGr au centre des discussions 
de la '(reunion pour Jerusalem* 
qui s'est tenue samedi k Am¬ 
man. Parmi les 200 participants 
jordaniens et palestiniens' se 
trouvaient notamment Khalil 
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Amman accueilkdt samedi la disunion pour Jerusalem*. :■ 

lui, est Iris inquiet quand il d’un point de vue jundiqttC 
woir de nouvelles colonies se d'investir h Jerusalem, mSme'si- 

construire qutour», a d 6 clanS ' cela reprdseote plus de difficul- 
Faygal Husseini, qui a claire- t£s qu'aiileurs. Lamb ass adeur 
ment expliqu 6 ce qu'il aitendait palestmien k Amman. Omar 
des 200 homines d'affaires r&u- Khalib, a exprim£ le souhait de 
nis. «Nous avons les methodes ■ concnStiser le plus rapidement 
pour rdstsicr. et vous, vous possible cette votonttf d'agjr sur 

avez les moyens. Aidez-nous a le terraui, chr selon lui. «Ia 
devebpper Al Quds et a trout*- frdnesie de_ la colonisation et 
er des emplois pour les Vexpulsion " des ' ciioyais 
jeunes». .... . s’acciltrent malgne les accords 

La rfeponse n'a pas tatdfi: les passis entre I'OLP et Israel, et 
bomme d’affaires et les ban- maigrf les resolutions de iOnti 
quiers, dont le president de qui demo n den t au gouveme- 
I'Arab Bank, Abdel Majid Sbo- ^ israelien de rcnancer A 
man. co-orgamsateur de cette toui£ snesUre portant atteirue 
rdunion. ont d 6 cidfi la creation ^ caractere arabe de Jerusa- 
d'un fonds de 100 millions de - lem-Est et bson siamt*. 
dollars. le Fonds parmi les participants, la sa- 

d Invoossemem Common j Lsfa£tion ^air graridte 4 Tissue 
pour Jerusalem. Cet argem doif- ^ ^ ronton. Moumb Mas- 
semr^-tonrar des projets ri ^ 0 ,^ 53 ^ , 


t£s qu'aiileurs. L'ambassadeur 
palestmien h Amman. Omar 
Khatib, a expri m 6 le souhait de 
concnStiser le plus rapidement^ 
possible cette volontd d'apr sur' 
le terraui, chr selon lui. «la.- 
fndriesie de. la colonisation et: 
['expulsion des '• . ciioyais 
■ s'accdlerent malgre les accords 
passis entre VOLP et Israel et 4 
mcdtgrf les resolutions de VOnii 
qui demandant, ou gouveme- 
ment israelien de renancer A: 
toute mesUre portant atteirue 
au caractere arabe de Jerusa- 
lem-Esi etbson siawt*. 

Parmi les participants, la sa- 


Tafakjt. directeur du anlitig* l MwHTStwyte 6 ;^ricoles et^c0io^:7. 

. Ja. -l -J. IX nirrei m IA nrrvuVC . ' ** 


d eludes cartographiques de Je¬ 
rusalem et Fayfal Husseini. 
responsable du dossier de Jeru¬ 
salem au sein de I'Autorite na- 
tionale palestinienne. Ce der¬ 
nier a longuement retract 
l’histoire du conflil incessant 
autour de Jerusalem cfcpuis 
1967 entre le peuple palestinien 
et I'occupant israelien. *Trente 
ans apres cette occupation, 
ilsraetien reste consieme lor- 
squ'il voit encore le drapeau 
palestinien au cccur de la Ville 
Sainte. Le Palestinien. quant a 


merciaux. ainsi que des projets 
d'habitation. les besoins de la 
population palestinienne de Je¬ 
rusalem font 6 valu 6 s k 10.000 
logements. 

Environ 20% de cette 
somme ont fo collects le jour 
de la reunion, le reste des ac¬ 
tions font d&ormais en vente. 
Et selon Abdel Majid Shoman, 
ce fonds pourrait rapidement. 
augmenter pour atteindre 1 mil- 
lianl de dollars. 

Pour le juriste palestinien 
Anis Qassem. il est possible 


]'«fob)isse/n£ 8 t'de la coop 6 ra-. 
lion* qui a d€ploy 6 des'efforts- 
importants au service du' d£ve-; 
loppcment en Palestine dans les 
anises 80. V 

Capital arabe face au capital 
isradlien: la lutte autour d’Al 
Quds se ddroulait jusqu'it pre¬ 
sent au niveau politique, mili- 
taire et religieux.' AujourtThui, 
c'est au tour: de l’ 6 conomie 
d'entrer en jeii.B • 

Suleiman Sweiss 


La ville d’Amman effectue son retour aux sources 

Un vaste projet d 1 urbanisation est entrepris depuis maintenant deux ans dans le cceur populaire d J Amman, la basse-ville. 
Sur le site de Ras-el-Ain, «le sommet de la source», le batiment de la Municipalite du Grand Amman a deja vu le four:. 
Il est le premier d'une longue serie de constructions a vocation administrative et cultured#. 


Situe au centre 

d’Amman pour symbotiser ia 
voionto de la municipality de ia 
ville de redonner son ame h la 
viiie, un grand projet architec¬ 
tural a £t£ lance sur le site de 
Ras-ei-Ain. La Municipality du 
Grand Amman (MGA) a initid 
ce projet en 1995 qui doit per- 
mettre le ddveloppement con¬ 
join! d'activitfis culture!les et 
touristiques. 

Le choix de Ras-el-Ai'n 
s'imposait, au carrefour des 
quatie grands quartiers 
d'Amman. Un emplacement 


que Saed Camouh, directeur 
des relations publiques k la 
MGA. dycrit comme *lc cceur 
cultural et economique dans le * 
quel on retrouve Vhistoire mod- 
erne et ancienne des ctiadins. 
Ce site a souffert pendant de 
nombreuses annees de la negli¬ 
gence de Vurbanisation el n'a 
pas pu se developper au mcme 
rythme que ses environs. D’ou 
I'importance aujourd'hui de sa 
reorganisation. • 

Le projet de la MGA s'dtend 
sur un site de 14 hectares. Plu- 
sieurs bitiments offiriels sont 
prdvus au milieu de jardins. tels 


Un projet global 
d’amenagement 

La Municipality du Grand Amman a fobli pour les quatre an- 
n 6 es h venir un programme gjobal de d 6 veloppetnent de la 
basse-ville qui comprend notamment les projets suivonts: 

- de nouvelles voies de communication et un acc&s plus direct 
& Ras-el-Ai’n. notamment grSce aux travaux d'amenagement du 
troisifeme cercle actuellement r£ali$ys 

- la cnSation d’espaces verts 

- la creation de teirmns de sports dans la basse-ville 

- Ia sauvegardc d’une vingtaine d’anciennes maisons 

- la creation d'une liaison entre la citadelle et l'espianade du 
thyStre romain, probablemenc par le biais d'un t£16phyrique. 


que le Conseil de la ville 
d'Amman. Une mosquee pou- 
vant accueillir jusqu’a 800 
fiddles doit aussi sortir de terre 
dans les prochains mois. ainsi 
qu'un centre culture! populaire. 
une bibliothfeque, une m 6 dia- 
th£que, un musdc national et un 
pare de loisirs qui s’etendra sur 
6 hectares. 

La premiere etape de ce pro¬ 
jet a et£ r£alLs£e. et inaugunSe le 
14 novembre 1996. 11 s'agil du 
b&timent du Conseil de la ville. 
Ce Mtiment monumental de 
quatre etages. d'une surface de 
10.000 metres carnfe. contient k 
la fois des salies depositions 
et les bureaux de la municipali¬ 
ty d'Amman. L'architecte jorda¬ 
nien Jaafar Toaquane. qui l'a 
conqu en 1995. le d 6 crit ainsi. 
» L'effet monumental ct majes- 
tueux de ce bloc cubique 
s’inspire de VautherUicite hisio- 
rique el iraditionnelle <le la re¬ 
gion. J'ai utilise un jeu de sy- 
mitrie pour la partie qfficielle 
du bdtiment. avec une forme cy- 
lindrique evoquant la transpa¬ 
rence envers le public». 

Des techniques de 
construction nouvelles 

Ce bStiment est novateur k la 
fois dans son architecture et 
dans sa conception. Les maiy- 


Centre adturel 


B&timent de la MGA 


riaux utilisds et les pro- 
c 6 d 6 s employys, notam- 
mem pour la taille des 
pierres. different des reali¬ 
sations que I'on trouve 
habituellement en Joida- 
nie. On y trouve notam- 
ment une horloge solaire 
ainsi qu'un para-soleil. 

Selon Jaafar Toaquane, ce 
bailment •devrait se si- 
rue r dans /'esprit de dia¬ 
logue entre I'autorite lo¬ 
cale et le citoyen•. 

Ce nouveau batiment a 
d£ja eu ('occasion 
d'accueiilir des manifesta¬ 
tions artistiques. nolam- 
ment a I'occasion de la fin 
du ramadan. Cette voca¬ 
tion culturelJe s'inscrit 
dans I'enscmble du projet 
de la MGA. 

Tout autour se dresse- 
ront en effet bientdt de 
nombreux espaces cuitu- 
rels. Cette volont£ de 
priviiygier la culture se 
retrouve aussi dans les ef¬ 
forts de la municipality 
pour preserver les vesti¬ 
ges omeyades retrouvys 
sur ce site, ainsi que les 
traces des premiers cita- 
dins de cette ville qui fai- 
saii alors panic de I'Emirat 
transjordanien. 

Mitsie national 





Les jardins de Ras el Ami 


Conseil de la ville 


Un parcours touristique sfera 
ensuite d£veloppy. en faisant 
nSfyrence & rhistoire d’Amman. 
et dc at lieu. 

Les visiteurs passeront ainsi 
de la «voie des Ondincs* au 
«sommet de la source* ou k la 
«chute de la bleuc*,... Un par¬ 
cours qui leur permettra de 
voyager a havers J’Histoire 
d'Amman tout en se trouvant 
au cceur modeme de la capi- 
tale.H 

Ch6did Abd allah 


Le projet global 
de Ras el Ain 


Le site de Ras-eLA m avec le batiment du Conseil de ja vUle 

: L-agenefe 

Exposition \ . 

Patricia CMteUin, jusqu'au 27 avril au CCCL. 

Cinema : 

Cycle Duos au mas culm 

Le 14 avril I 20h30 au CCCL, Boisalino (197D), de ’ 

acques Deray. Avec Jean-Paul Belmondo et Alain D* ) 
Ion. • f 
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Activities 


Government Depts. 


Raya ]Cultural Centre. 66I02N7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute....641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Haya Arts Centre.665195 

Y.W.C.A—. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. "”ZZ 664251 

Darat al Funun _. 643252 

Alia Art Gallery.639303 

Baladna An Gallery.657132 

Nabil Al Mashini Thefre.675571 

Nabil & Hisham s Theatre.625155 


Diplomatic Corps 

AJ&eriaj 1 .641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian. 644635 

Bahraini.,7".’.'.'664148/9 

Brazilian . Sd'tiRt 

.".675683 

Bulgarian . 81815 J 

^“dian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

Gentian . 689351 

Greet. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

I^ian.638185 

Japanese ... 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan .693101/3 

Lebanese .641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.691525/694089 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People’s Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish.637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian..667738, 

Russian. 641158 1 

Saudi Arabian .814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

JCRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP ...668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.#99238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordon Library ..843555 

R-S.CN. 837931/837937 



To book gour Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the ■ 

of SAF6WAY 81dg„ 6SHMANA Center - Jabal Alhussien Cr DOWNTOWN call G8Q3S7 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

A cn culture...686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman..636391 

Education At Higher Education.669IS1 

Enerey & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Inumruuon..641467 

Interior Ministry. .663111 

justice.— 663101 


Labour. 

Municipalities & Environment. 

Parliamentary Affairs. 

Planning . 

Post & Communications . 

Public Health. 

Public Works & Housing . 

Social Development. 

Supplies.. 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

Transport. 

Water & Irrigation . 

Youth / University. 


.698186 

.... 641393 

.641211 

.644466 

. 624301 

. 665131 

. 668481 

. 673191 

.. 602121 

. 642311 

.641461 

... 680100 
. .604701 


Airlines 


Aeroflot..’.. 

....641510 

Aeromexico. 

.... 694802 

6TOR7Q 

Air France.. 666055/66787.4 

Air India . 

. 688301/2 

6R7IJO 

Alitalia.. fiismYX 

Alyemda (Air yemen).... 
America West Airlines... 

American Airlines. 

ArabWinps_ .. 

. 653691 

... 694802 
.... 669068 

RQ.L1&1 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland... 6901107 

British Airways . 

Cathay Pacific. 

... 828801 
... 6285% 

China Airlines. 

Cyprus Airways. 

Delta Air Lines. 

.... 636232 
.... 667028 
.643661 


Egypt Air.630011 I 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM..-. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Airways.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.f08) 53200 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621 Ml 

Civil Defence H.Q. 197/198/199 

Fire Brigade.i>22()*»0/93 

Ambulance. 190 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police.o25943/6397(i3 

Traffic Accidents. 897467/8 

Highway Police.7R7111 

Hospitals 

Akich Maternity.<<42441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali. 664164/h 

Al-Bashir. Ashralieh .775111/26 
Al-Muashcr Hospital . 667227/9 

Amal Hospital. h74155 

Army. Marita...89 In 11/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 
Italian- ALMuhujrccn.. . 777101/3 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Kltalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman _636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital.S45845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints. 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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. Hotel Suites 

jS Luxury Tel 
i.® Comfort ; 

jp Service r; 
jt. Location 

In the - of ‘ 
Sweifyieh ^, 

THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


Ammon 


SHIPPING S TRANSPORT 
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HOSPITALITY ^ 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



PfeP 

Wurld''* No. ■ ?: tz-i Lfiurn 

” Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Etching Gifts available 


ALCAZA5 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imaeination 

Tel:314131/2. 


We save you more 


gU Q 

W’lArk 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 





Aqaba Hotels 



Special offer 

From 1 iintfl 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 




Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

0 Body ikin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures 
■nidicuret 


z:xr.. 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


bnmeisu?!! 

Td: 693399 1 


To Advertise in this 
space . call ns or 
652-380 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

r 



Many Villas & Aparlements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rem & Sale 

for more information please 
call 

iKcui 'Zs.utu 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle , Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


11 kjd* 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GJLF HOTEL 

* i- * * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 B 

Fax (03) 3/8246 | 



,U,uM.tnci. >tM^rS.r. ■ « " — 

Tel: I J\: 
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* Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
* Doming 
*Engraving 

*UphoIstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al- Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Teh 679947 & 821656 


^ Sts* 




JOEGTlJ^NARD 

willc BIG SIZES 


^ fW 

LOllfCUON 

1 


BIG SIZES 1 11 Li' 1 1 

.4/ - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca SL Phone : 821656 & 814714 


“carriage cakkiage 






CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 

W Wasfi AI-TalSL 

; r .-,. Tel: 695180 

Fax: 682525 


\ vj* _ , „ ' ' J 

carriage CARRiAGE Rentacar carriage carriage 


_f: s:rF:kzJz A.uto Service C isr-nisr „ 

we offer:- £ 

❖ Computerized Engine Check ❖Electro Mechanical car check _ *=■ *& £* \ 

❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance • -\■ 

❖ Oil Change \ baraks^/ 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 


Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Awyz v From It All 


■; ' r.~- 

& 


p-: .... 


Al* Shmeisani, NearAta Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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‘Email Auto-responders’ 
automate your mail 


A look on Web server products on the Internet: 

Where the web pages lie 


Jawad Abbassi 

Special 10 The Star 

WHEN WE browse web pages 
on the World Wide Web. we 
never think of what type of 
server we are actually access¬ 
ing, and what software it runs. 

After all, and os Microsoft 
put it. “on the Internet no one 
knows you are running NT." 

White the specifics of the 
servers catering to millions 
and ever expanding web pages 
might seem too 
diverse for many peo¬ 
ple to care about, there 
remains a common 
ground between all 
web servers on the 
Internet. 

For starters, all need 
a perpetual connection 
to the Internet, usually 
over leased lines of 
varying band widths 
and costs to run the 
Internet's underlying 
network protocol TCP/ 

IP. 

On this note, the 
non existence of com¬ 
mercial web servers in 
Jordan is a direct 
result of the high costs of 
tensed lines, which makes it 
even less feasible to establish a 
web server that would have its 
costly leased line clogged with 
free requests from outside 
Jordon. 

Secondly, these web serv¬ 
ers—after getting the perpetual 
connection—must also be 
assigned a specific address on 
the huge network of the Inter¬ 
net. this is achieved through an 
IP address assigned by RIPE, 
the body in charge of IP 
addresses allocation between 
all Internet. 

Following the JP address, 
people owning web servers 
must contact the body in 
charge of Internet domain 
names in their country (INter- 


NIC in the US and the NIC in 
Jordan) to get a domain name 
and register it for the server 
with that specific IP address. 
Of course web servers can 
serve multiple domain names 
for web pages, yet they 
require a specific IP address 
for every domain. The final 
aspect of the common ground 
between all web servers is that 
they all. without any excep¬ 
tion. can host web pages! 

Web server software comes 
in all shapes and forms and 


runs on a diverse plethora of 
computer hardware; Micro¬ 
soft’s Internet Information 
Server IIS—which comes with 
Windows NT servers— can 
run over Intel machines, or 
UNIX boxes using Rise pro¬ 
cessors. The same goes for 
Netscape's web servers which 
can also run on Intel PC. 
UNIX machines. Apple has its 
own web server that runs on 
its proprietary Macintosh 
hardware. There is also 
NCSA's httpd web server 
solution. 

Least known of web server 
solutions, at least in Jordan, is 
the black horse of them all; 
the Apache. This web server 
is by far the fastest of all web' 
servers and it comes for free 


with the BSDI operating sys¬ 
tem, a UNIX system designed 
to work over regular Intel- 
based PCs. According to a 
survey conducted- by Netcraft 
(www.nctcraft.com/Survey t. 
Apache—the least known to 
Jordanians—had a 33.04% 
share of the 352.685 web 
servers surveyed. NCSA' 
httpd came in second with 
21.84% while the two big 
names of Netscape and 
Microsoft came in as third 
and fourth with 
15.19% and 
3.35% 

respectively. 

Advertisements 
do deceive, don't 
they? The rea¬ 
son's behind the 
popularity of the 
Apache are many: 
as it is UNIX 
dependent it can 
make use of the 
huge libraries of 
excellent CGI 
scripts (scripts for 
interactive forms 
on web pages 
with the best ones 
programmed and 
available for UNIX 
machines). Another reason is 
its speedy and robust perfor¬ 
mance on the not-so- 
expensive (in order not to say 
cheap) Intel based PCs. 

Finally the fact that it has 
the largest market share, is in 
itself an incentive for people 
to adopt it. 

All or our talk here in Jor¬ 
dan about web servers con¬ 
nected to the Internet is 
purely academic, since wc 
still don’t have any commer¬ 
cial web server accessed by 
all Internet users. 

While web servers offering 
their content to local sub¬ 
scribers in Jordan do exist, 
such as those offered by Glo¬ 
bal One. Primus and soon 


By Ala 1 Shahin 

Special in The Star 

THE INTERNET continues, to 
prove that it will be the enubling 
technology of business in the 21st 
century. New Internet husiness 
tools arc being developed all the 
time. On-line rommerce/business 
will dominate and emailing will 
be more versatile than Swing. 
This article focuses on automating 
your email tor optimal business 

| and personal correspondence. 

What Is An Auto-responder? 

An auto-rcspondcr is a special 
type of email address. Whim an 
email message is sent to an auto¬ 
responder. a pre-written message 
is sent automatically to the sender. 
This message could be a personal 
greeting, sales letter, price list or 
even a catalogue. An iiuto- 
res ponder has much in common 
with an answering machine. You 
can think of it as your email 
answering machine. 

When you call an answering 
machine, a pre-recorded audio 
message is played, then it allows 
you to record your own message. 

In the auto-responder case, the 
audio message is replaced by a 
text message" or a document that 
you write in advance. The incom¬ 
ing call is replaced by the email 
sent to the auuwesponder. 

Basic Advantages 

Auto-responders have attrac¬ 
tive features; 

■ World-wide avai lability; 
Email is more popular and com¬ 
mon than the World Wide Web. 

■ 24-hours availability; Mes¬ 
sages are ;mswered 24 hours a 


day. and 7 days a week. 

If Immediate response: The 
average response time is from 10 
seconds to a couple of minutes. 

■ Cost-effective; It will redua: 
your emailing and taxing bilL 
Also, it is much cheaper than hav¬ 
ing a web site. 

■ Traceability: Each message 
that your auto-responder receives 
is forwarded automatically to 
your emailbox enabling you to 
follow-up with customers. 

■ Permanent: If you decide to 
change y«>ur Internet provider 
your email address will change. 
You'll start loosing valuable cor¬ 
respondence and be forced to 
chance your paper headers and 
business cards. With auto¬ 
responders this won't happen. Ail 
vou have to do is to ask the auto- 
responder service provider to 
change the address to which mes¬ 
ses are forwarded. 

■ Enhance your business 
image: Automatic replays reflects 
a more pmfessioruil image of 
your business. 

What Can It Do For Your 
Business? 

If you already have a business 
email" address you already know 
how consuming it is time to send 
over and over "the same informa¬ 
tion. How many times you 
;inswered questions like: "What 
are your services'.*". “What are 
your latest prices/otYers?” Auto- 
responders automate these repeti¬ 
tive (asks. Business applications 
of auto-responders include send¬ 
ing: Price lists, services provided, 
products info, testimonials, press 
releases and any information that 
.you send frequently. 


Can Be Personal Too 

Aura-responders aren’t 

intended to be only a business 
tool; many use them for their per¬ 
sonal emailing toa Haveyou ever 
deckled to go on a trip and wor¬ 
ried about the amount of mail that 
will settle in your email box? You. 
can have your personal auto- 
responder handle this and send a 
message telling senders that you 
are on a trip etc. 

The possibilities are licmless- 

A mo-responders add a more per¬ 
sonal toudi to your email. 

Finding A Service Provider r 

Once you have decided ra putt 
the advantages of this technology 
on your side, the logical next step 
will be finding a service provider. 
There are many companies that 
provide such a service over the 
Internet. AH you have to do is to 
use your favorite search engine 
and search for terms [ike "auto 
responder’’ or “mail bade.” 

live Example 

I’ve configured my own per¬ 
sonal auto-responder to lex you 
learn mere about auto-responders. 
All you have to do is to send any 
email message to: sha- 
hm@virojal-adnetxom. Once 
your email has been received, an 
automatic message will be sent 
telling you how to get a free 
report on aura-responders. The 
report contains all the details you 
need to set up your own aura- 
responder phis lots of tips on its 
use. ■ 

Enjoy! 

Email ; 

shahin@vfrtnaLadnetconi 
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Applying ‘Prometric testing’ in Amman: 

STS Training Center offers new services 


THE TRAINING Center at Spe- The expansion of technology 
ciulized Technical Services and knowledge in Lhe informa- 

(STS), has adopted a number of tion age has increased the need 

new services, to add to the in all areas of endeavour for 

alnady existing types of training. effective certification programs. 

Among these is Prometric testing The modem world demands that 

In partnership with Sylvan professionals at every' level be 

Promeiric. STS became the first able to certify the knowledge and 

Authorized Pro metric Training skills which are necessary to per¬ 
center (A PTC). form their johs adequately. 

1 With Pro metric testing. STS 

NETS, this can never substi- has expanded its customer ser- 

tutc for what is needed to vices and added a significant 

have commercial web servers value by offering a wide variety 

allowing home pages in Jor- of tests lor certification pro- 

dan to be accessed by the grams, that will enable profes- 

millions on the Internet. sionals in Jordan and the sur- 

Leased line costs and the rounding countries to acquire 
dismal infrastructure are to r r international recognition from 
blame again. ■ 'the certifying companies in the 

... . _ email: . ^ specialized in. 

Abbassi*^nets.comJo Al ^ APTC . me enure rest 



and data are encrypted and trans¬ 
mitted via high-speed communi¬ 
cation links. 

Candidates take their tests on 
a computer at a convenient envi¬ 
ronment: the tests are automati¬ 
cally limed and scored; and the 
test results are re-encrypted and 
transmitted back to Sylvan 
Prometric. 

The APTC at STS is author¬ 
ized to deliver tests for Lotus, 
Novell. AST and Bay Networks. 


NASSER 


The exodusoftechno-minc’ 

WELL, lFyou haven’t-notic^tiiere is a ; o>^cterafite .mrafc- 
ber of Jordanian computer and informationi-^notegsr 
fessionals that are canying their bags and h^dj^to v &e 
bianGulf. ...... -■} ..... 

Some of tile top marketing and technical wizard^ MOrao: 
of Jordan’s largest computer companies, are utilizing the ‘ 
opportunities available in 7 - - ~v • 

the Gulf stales. This is • v 
following several years V .*^B * .jL-’iv • •' -s’ 

when the Gulf was of a '. 
somewhat closed area to a 

nationals of this country..' . sp r 

With the emergence of ; -.jJfcL v*_" 

this trend, it’s worth tak- - 
ing a look at. the short-' 
and long-term, effects this ’ ' 

could have on Jordan’s!. 
computer and information 
technology industry , and bHM r . 

the economy in general. ; 

Exporting skilled labor 
is a double-edged sword. ■ 

On the one bind, there . - J-'.M • ••• 
may be a loss due to' the ;' T :• ~ ^ *•;* 
depletion of local, skills.. 

On the other, if could be - ' ^ 

positive ib the'sense that . • 7 . - 7 . 

funds accumulated by these expatnat^ J couid weIl‘flcrwibacjt; 
into Jordan in the coating years. J “■ '. ',1 ■ 7 ; ■ "A; 

What’s more, several of Joidati’s naddh^.h^din^j^.^ 

Gulf do so as partners m mfornaatioo^^^iechniEtiogyipfcge^ 
they are using their knowledge ® generate JonJarnm-wAWt 
and value abroad, : 7 . .. ... -.X-'-.-.Sj.: 

Putting aside the macro-economic aspects, arid foai^iiig pn , 
Jordan's computer industry, it goes without sayn%,tptiticsr4« 
technologies and new products ;that arriveinthe 
appear in the Gulf first, then, transpire into-other-Affibraqae' 
kets including the Levant countries .like Jordan: *'* 

With our professionals at : the forefront of^deydlojimcats,' 
our local market has much to gain' irt terms’.bf 
expertise due to earlier exposure to'the: 
abroad. That leaves us with the most intiriediate^f, effected 
that is the sudden absence: of skilled ^experts, whether r t 
are technically-inclined or in the sales'field!.. : 

There is no lack of new graduates in the fields of computer 
. science, computer and electrical engnraering andother related 
disciplines, including marketing ahd-sales- Thls is of dpur^ 
an important pan of the computing business. -‘ .. • «!> 

So, theoretically, these graduates and the fe-newetf w^; 
force should fill die gap, after receiving the proper' tmplrig; 
Nannalty, training is of the essence, due to the fact that! roost! 
graduates have little knowledge of the ‘ins andLouts’ bEthSf' 
computer business, until experiendng it. ft is for this expea^n. 
ence that‘our professionals receive offers abroad, in tfwsiSst^: 
place. It is a credit to ; our computer market arid to Qar ; cquiib|^ 
that our personnel are sought after. Still, we wish these^ptxjpio - 
who left and others contemplating" the mo^e. abroad .yiroudDd^ 
receive the kind of working environment abd cdrnpensaticp^: 
needed at home. Sorely, then, they wouldn’t .even considCr^ 
leaving! But. the current economic situation, the wide -drffesf .^ 
ence in the level of income between Jordan' and other 
boring countries and other factors prevent that ideal situatiqtv 7 | “ 
With pay checks at least three times as much As jyhat.ti^y?.; 
receive locally, who can blame them? Besides, there is intirfe?? 
knowledge and experience to be gainedrelsewhca^Tha^s^lije'.; 
way it is. •' ' >'■ 

A brighter future, however, lies ahead for Jordan’s^Hifqt-^; 
man oh technology industry, especially' in terms of software ^ 
development for export purposes. Now^that's one- fieJdlini,'^ 
which we will be exporting products, "rather than peop)e.!Ar 
least, for now!® .. '. 


S; : :i 
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ucts, rather than pecple-!At?J;/ 


By Alex Johnson 




1 process is computerized: tests 


The Americas 

■ Argentina: Diego Maradona has con¬ 
firmed that he's holding out on signing a 
contract to rejoin Boca Juniors because he 
doesn’t like the dub's new uniforms. The 
new uniforms, designed by Nike, add a 
wide stripe to the Famous Boca look, and 
Maradona is insisting that the company he’s 
affiliated with. Puma, be allowed to “cor¬ 
rect” it. In an 80-minute meeting among 
club directors, Maradona and his agent, 
seemingly more important questions—such 
as Maradona’s willingness to pass a physi¬ 
cal (yes), take regular drug tests (maybe) 
and show up for practice every day (no)— 
were worked out satisfactorily, but 
when the discussion turned to 
Boca's uniform, Mara- . R 

dona held firm. c T 


World Soccor round up 


strung up in a dispute between Bayer Lever¬ 
kusen of the German Bundeslisa and Roma 


He said in a jt 

radio inter- 

$200 million, we | ^ 

would change the , 4 

colors of the x’ ’;. 

Argentine flag. In ' ’ 

the cutrent world. 

everything is money, but there are things 
you have to defend against that. 

■ Bolivia; First he retired from the national 
team, then he unretired. Now Marco Etche- 
veny has retired again after he came in for 
heavy press criticism for his performance in 
the national team's farcical l-l tie in the 
World Cup qualifier against Chile last week, 
which was interrupted for 10 minutes by an 
on-field brawl. 

■ Brazil: National team striker Sergio is 



add a kusen of the German Bundesliga and Roma 

k. and of Italy’s Serie A over which dub he’ll play 
ly he’s for next season because of FIFA’s ruling 
1 "cor- last month that out-of-contract foreign 
imong players are covered under the Bosnian nil- 
agent, 'rig. Since he now can move from Leverku- 
—such 861110 another club without the payment of 

physi- a transfer fee, the $4.5 mi(- 

ftaybe) lion price that Roma 

Ino)— ___ negotiated ra buy Sergio 

^* =a= ^ i was invalidated, leading 
• S / \ Bayer to exercise an 

. R ' jJmW- -'. jH 1 option in his contract 

and call off the deal. 

But Roma insists 

a valid ccmtraa in 
_ T i,.in ~ January and was 
even paid an advance 
on his salary. Bayer says it 
1 will risk disciplinaiy action and pur¬ 
sue its claim in the courts, which is against 
FIFA regulations, to ensure that it keeps 
Seigio. 

things ■ Colombia: Former national team goal¬ 
keeper Rene Higuita. whose on-field antics 
itiona! inspired the new generation of adventurous 
Etche- keepers exemplified by Jorge Campos, Jose 
in for Luis Chi la vert and Farid Mondragon, 
nee in admitted last week that he has been a drug 
in the addict 

week. ■ Ecuador. The national team managed to 
by an tie Peru l-1 in a World Cup qualifier even 
though it finished the game with just nine 
gio is men. The result leaves Ecuador tied for 
fourth in the South American 
group, even with Argentina 

on goal difference. 

■ Jamaica: Just what is 
going on with the national 
team? Last month, team 
members simply stopped 
playing in an exhibition at 
Bolivia, complaining of the 
altitude, and then last week’s 
exhibition against Toros 
Neza of the Mexican league 
was called off after a brawl 
on the field left three Neza 
players bleeding. 

■ Mexico: Veracruz, third 
from last in the standings, 
fired Colombian coach 
Miguel Company. He’s the 
first coach to bite the dust in 
the new Mexican season. 

■ Paraguay: The national 
team beat Colombia 2-1 in a 
World Cup qualifier in Asun¬ 
cion, a game marred by the 
ejections of Paraguayan goal¬ 
keeper Jose Luis Chi (avert 
and Colombian striker Faus¬ 
tina AspriUa, who collided in 
the penalty area, sparking a 
bench-clearing brawl. 

■ United States: Colombian 
papers are reporting that 
New York/New Jersey 
striker Antony de Avila 
could be in line for a surprise 


recall into the national team after Lut week s 
brawl in Colombia's World Cup qualifier 
against Paraguay resulted in suspensions 
that leave Colombia with virtually no 
strikers. 

■ Uruguay; Enzo Fruncescoli, perhaps Uru¬ 
guay's greatest player of the last quaner- 
cenmry, announced last week that he will 
retire when River Plate of Argentina fin¬ 
ishes up in the Libertadores Cup. 

Europe 

■ UEFA: UEFA, the European governing 
body, defended its lifetime han of referee 
Kurt Rothlisberger for attempted bribery. 
Although Rothlisberger still has an appeal 
scheduled, UEFA spokesman Frits Ahl- 
strom said; "We would never had made the 
decision if we weren't 100 percent sure. It 
wouldn't have been enough to be 99.9 per¬ 
cent sure.” Rothlisberger. one of the world's 
top referees, with experience in two World 
Cups, was banned for allegedly offering to 
bribe a colleague officiating a Champions 
League game between Grasshopper Zurich 
and Auxenre of France last October. 

■ Belgium: Anderlecht scored a coup by. 
signing national team striker Enzo Srifb and 
Danish striker Dan Petersen from Monaco 
of the French league. 

■ Bosnia: The national team lost its first 
home game in the capital. Sarajevo, falling 
to Greece 1-0 in a World Cup qualifier last 
week. Greece also beat Bosnia last August 

.in its first official game after lhe country 
declared independence' from the old 
Yugoslavia. 

■ England: Evcrton crossed up the experts 
last week and named international defender 
Dave Watson as interim player-manager for 
the rest of the season. Willie Donachie. top 
assistant to Joe Royle, who unexpectedly 
resigned the previous week, hod been 
expected to finish out the season, but he 
said he’s loyal to Royle and decided not to 
take the job. 

■ France: It’s been a bad week for French 
soccer, which was hoping the lead-m 10 
next year's World Cup would 

go smoothly to help erase the 
bad taste Jeft by the 1993 
Olympique Marseille bribery 
scandal. First, the unexpected 
dropping of goalkeeper Ber- \ 
narti Lama from the national 
team last week was explained 
when it was announced that 
Lama faces a two-month sus¬ 
pension after testing positive 
for marijuana. Meanwhile 
Lille midfielder David Gar- 
cion was suspended for 18 
months after He tested posi¬ 
tive for steroid use, the long¬ 
est suspension ever imposed 
on a French soccer player for 
drugs. Lille said it would 
“stand by the player." 

■ Germany: Oliver Bierhoff, 
hero of the European Cham¬ 
pion national team, said be 
feans that his chances of Bierhoff 


returning tu Germany from Udinese in the 
Italian league are dead. Bierhoff. who left 
Borussia Moenchengladbach in 1990 and 
has been in Italy since 1991, first with 
Aseoli and then with Udinese. said German 
clubs appear not to want him. 

■ Holland: Police arrested more than 100 
fans before last Monday’s game between 
Den Bosch and Den Haag after learning that 
they had arranged a tight similar to the one 
that killed a man last week. Before the 
game. 68 people were arrested for weapons 
possession and not canying identification 
papers, and 37 others were arrested in The 
Hague before they could board a train to the 
stadium. 

■ Italy: Serie A Vicenza has been ordered 
to play its next home game on the road 
because uf crowd trouble in its 2-0 loss to 
Lazio last month, which started the Italian 
Cup finalists on their slide from the top of 
the table. The match was interrupted for 
eight minutes when tans invaded the field. 

■ Russia: Alania Vladikavkaz striker Ana¬ 
toly Kanishchev has been suspended for 
five games after he stiffed the national team 
and refused to show up for the World Cup 
qualifier against Cyprus the previous week¬ 
end. The ban is another tough blow for Ala¬ 
nia. the 1995 champion and 1996 runner- 
up. which is near the bottom of the table in 
the new Russian season and has missed 
three of four penalty kicks in its last two 
games. That's hand to do. 

■ Spain: Barcelona, intent on winning the 
Spanish Cup now that the league title looks 
unreachable, crushed Second Division Las 
Palmas 3-0 in the second game of their two- 
game cup semifinal to go through to the 
final 7-0 on total goals. The difference in 
quality between the two clubs was shown 
by Barcelona's easy win even though goal- 
keeper Vuor Boia and World Footballer of 
the Year Ronaldo didn't play. 

Africa 

■ Cameroon: National radio got much of 
•he country with an April Fool’s joke by 














Maradona 

reporting that Roger Mil la, the 44-year-old 
former African player of the year and hero 
of the 1990 Work! Cup squad, was return¬ 
ing to the national team for Sunday's World 
Cup qualifier against Zimbabwe, which 
Cameroon won, 1-0. 

■ Gabon: The national team’s World Cup 
qualifier against Morocco on Sunday was 
abandoned after 55 minutes when fens in 
Libreville invaded the field after Morocco 
took a 4-0 lead. The result will stand, leav¬ 
ing Morocco in first place and Gabon at the 
bottom of African Group 5. 

■ Ghana: The national team's new coach is 
Rinus Israel, the former Dutch star who cap¬ 
tained Feyenoord to the European Cup vic¬ 
tory in 1970. 

■ Nigeria: Police locked the main gate after 
the national team’s 2-1 World Cup qualify¬ 
ing win over Guinea in Lagos on Saturday 
to allow local dignitaries ra leave before the 

public. 

■ Uganda: Umeme FC automatically 

advanced to the second round 
of die African Cup Winners 
Cup after Racing Bafoussam 
of Cameroon failed to draw 
up for the first game of their 
two-game matchup in Kam¬ 
pala. Because of a scheduling 
screw-up, Racing did actually 
show up-24 hours late. 


Asia 

■ Asian Confederation: 
Khodadad Azizi of Piruzi in 
the Iranian league was surpris¬ 
ingly named Asian Footballer 
of the Year last week, beating 
out fellow Iranian Ali Daei, 
the world's (op international 
goal scorer of 1996, with 23 
goals in international matches. 
Azizi was the revelation of the 
Asian Cup, in which Iran fin¬ 
ished third, its best showing 
in 20 years. He’s the first Ira- 


1 




■ ■ 

nian to win the Asian awartL. Daei was 
ond, followed by South Kortsan strike; K?" 
Jeong-woon and Saudi Arabian reammates. 
Moharaed Al-Daeyea and Yousef- Afr 
Thuniyan. The SauJis wens named A 
Team of the Year after winning the A___ 
Cup for a record third time. - 

■ Hong Kong: Former World Player of ti4£ 
Year George Weah and European Chamtflf*. 
onship star Alan Shearer are among ^ 
players named to a FIFA all-star team; 
play an Asian all-star team in July to ma ^ 
the handover of Hong Kong to China. Otfief 
big names are expected to be amiouncedff<t 
the July 3 game, two days after Brimh' 
transfers sovereignty of the colony, a bit cl; 
timing that has FIFA fending off .accusa¬ 
tions that it’s getting too involved in pbfitx(& 
Last year’s Asian Player, of the Yeaf, 
Masami Ihara of Japan, has signed^ ptv fqi) 
the Asian all-stars, which could provide him 

with a showcase to attract interest from b$ 
European dubs. .. ."■["•M 

■ Saudi Arabia: The three national-tfiflgV; 

players who tested positive for drugs .at W 
Asian Cup in December, which the S^udts 
won, were cleared because of a nux-up... 
the testing procedures. Asi^ cpnfedwwicjt. 
General Secretary Peter Vetappan -strip 
FIFA objected to the handling of lhe te?s 
and therefore "it is not possible.to cake^ig; 
disciplinary action or ban the.players." 
have not been named. r 

■ Vietnam: National team roach 
Heinz Weigang resigned last week, endii§£ 
a year and a half of service marked 
series of disputes with the federation. ^sfc 
greements over his .contract .were dHTfowKi 
straw for Weigang, who blamed “ve?y defcp? 
divergences in the professional relationship.* 
between (the federation) and me." Ucder-i 
Weigang, a 62-year-old German, Vietnam^ 
was runner-up at the 1995 Southeast ASR' 
Games.* 
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